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RAF/USAF  Woodbridge/Rendlesham Forest 
the "British Roswell" 

from The UFO Cover-Up (formerly Clear Intent) 

by Lawrence Fawcett and Barry Greenwood, Simon & Schuster, ISBN 0-671-76555-8, 1992 

 

 

Chapter 14 -- "Who Goes There?" 
 

…  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  … 

 

A curious set f regulations exists within NSAS.  Listed in the Code of Federal Regulations 

since 1969, 14 CFR 1211 -- as they are known -- provide for the detention, examination, and 

decontamination of persons and things that have come in direct or indirect contact with a person, 

animal, or other form of life or matter that has "touched directly or come within the atmospheric 

envelope of any other celestial body". 

 

Originally designed for our expeditions to the Mon -- and, in fact, instituted only a few days 

before the first landing -- the regulations can be applied to space voyages not originating from 

Earth according to NASA's general counsel Neil Hosenball.  Theoretically, anyone who sees and 

approaches a UFO and -- if lucky enough is able to touch the object -- may be liable for a $5,000 

fine and/or a year in prison if he-or-she does not submit to detention. 

 

Now, we don't anticipate that such a thing will ever come down upon a UFO witness.  It would 

hardly be a way to reward someone with physical proof of UFO reality!  However, another 

problem surfaces and is the fact that when such stories are circulated in the media, a potential 

witness could be frightened away from reporting a UFO encounter.  The threat of a fine and prison 

term for exposing the public to some as yet unknown peril may be impetus enough to remain 

silent. 

 

One witness involved in the following encounter had precisely this fear in mind when he came 

forward to tell us what he had gone through. 

 

Persistent stories have come out of England about a UFO that had come down into Rendlesham 

Forest near the American-British Air Force base at Bentwaters on December 30, 1980.  So much 

so that it is commonly referred to as the "British Roswell”.  Reports included radar tracking from 

a civilian radar site which later had been visited by U.S. Air Force officers with the purpose of 

confiscating the radar tapes, and accounts by USAF personnel of a metallic craft and entities seen 

in a clearing at Rendlesham.  The stories, of course, were unverified and little else could be 

accomplished unless more concrete data came forth. 

 

2 British UFO investigators -- Brenda Butler and Dot Street -- followed up on several of the 

stories and found substance to them.  Reportedly, a security sergeant saw entities associated with a 

dome-shaped UFO in the woods.  Another witness -- an airman -- saw marks in the earth 
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characteristic of what he had heard about UFO landing marks.  All witnesses desired complete 

anonymity, however.  And while the story became more intriguing with the increase in the number 

of confirming witnesses, it still could not be considered a strong case by any means.  Anonymous 

witnesses and scattered rumors are not convincing evidence of anything. 

 

While we were putting this book together, a person came forward as a result of a UFO article 

he had read.  Fascinated by the subject be cause of his experience, this individual was eventually 

put in contact with the authors and told a very interesting tale.  His identity is known to us but -- by 

his request -- we will change his name to "Art Wallace". 

 

Wallace was attached to Bentwaters AFB as a security policeman.  He had been assigned to the 

base for only a short period of time when aat 1:00 am on a night either on or very near to 

December 30, 1980, his life took a strange twist.  While he was on duty at the Bentwaters flight 

line, a jeep pulled up.  2 men -- a sergeant and a lieutenant -- told him to get into their jeep because 

they were going over to the motor pool.  On the way over, Wallace noticed many animals were 

running out of the woods nearby -- something he had never seen before, even in the States.  When 

they arrived at the motor pool, Wallace and the sergeant were told to get gas-power “light-alls” 

(trailer-mounted lights used for illuminating large areas).  The lights were attached to the jeep, and 

they proceeded to the Bentwaters main gate where they met other vehicles. 

 

The convoy moved out toward Rendlesham Forest a few miles away.  Wallace heard radio 

chatter mentioning names of people he knew plus “OSI” -- most likely a reference to the Air 

Force’s Office of Special Investigations.  Wallace saw security police as well as embers of the 

British military stationed all along the way. 

 

They pulled onto a dirt road and drove about a mile into the forest, stopping at what Wallace 

referred to a “staging point”.  The men were ordered to check their weapons in since they would 

NOT be taking them along.  Wallace went into the woods with 4 other men led by a captain.  As 

they approached a clearing in the woods, they noticed brightness in the distance and sound of 

helicopters overhead.  Wallace noticed an airman crying at the edge of the clearing with a medic 

attending him.  This puzzled Wallace greatly as he couldn’t imagine what might have been going 

on.  The first thing the men noticed when they had a clear view was that large movie cameras had 

been placed surrounding a field in the clearing.  Many military and plainclothes personnel were 

milling about watching something. 

 

The “something” was an object -- taking the appearance of a transparent "aspirin" tablet, 

hovering about 1-foot off-the-ground.  Wallace estimated that the object was 50-feet in diameter 

and had a bright, pulsating, yellow mist inside.  It did not move from its position.  Wallace and 

some of the men approached the object to within about 10-feet.  2 cows had come over to the 

object and -- according to Wallace -- appeared to be just staring at it, oblivious to the security men 

in the area. 

 

A radio call was heard over a field radio unit.  A helicopter said “Here it comes!”  In the 

distance a red light appeared, first behind a pine tree, then in front of it.  The light quickly sped 

over to the aspirin-shaped object and hovered at a position about 20-feet above it.  After 

maintaining that position for a minute, the red light broke up.  No explosion occurred in the 

conventional sense.  The light merely broke up into a shower of particles. 

 

Suddenly, in the place of the red light and the aspirin-shaped object, another vehicle appeared.  

Wallace said it was a domed disc, bright white in color, with an intricately detailed surface much 

like the models used in movies like “Star Wars” and “Close Encounters”.  It had 2 appendages on 



 3 

the lower flange of the disc which seemed to be the beginning of delta wings but not quite.  

Shadows were cast on the surface of the disc by some of the raised-relief detail.  Wallace and the 

men with him walked around the object and noticed an interesting effect.  Their own shadows were 

cast onto the object, probably the bright “light-alls” in the field.  Not only did their shadows bend 

upwards at the head, but also -- as they walked and then stopped -- the shadows would appear to 

advance one pace more and then stop.  Stunned and disbelieving of this effect, Wallace and the 

others walked and stopped several times, each time noticing the effect repeat itself.  Additionally, 

the 3
rd

 time they tried this, a light came over the head of a shadow and moved from one head to 

another. 

 

Wallace recalled turning to say a few words to one of the men. The next thing he knew, he 

woke up in bed, fully dressed and muddy up to his knees.  Wallace asked one of his companions in 

the barracks what time he had come in.  He replied 4:00 am.  At that point he did not remember 

what had happened that night.  As he went about his usual duties, Wallace began to recall the 

events.   

 

A phone call came later in the day.  Wallace was summoned to his commander’s office with 

other security policemen who were at the scene of the UFO activity.  Civilians were also in the 

office, giving Wallace the impression of being CIA-type personnel.  The commander politely 

advised the men not to talk about the night’s events to anyone.  They were brought into another 

room where the civilians -- much more stern and rude --  reminded the men of their duty and 

ordered them never to discuss the matter with anyone.  They were checked for radiation, debriefed 

for an hour, and made to sign forms which re-emphasized the high-security nature of what 

happened.  Wallace and others were put on a call-in schedule by which they would be required to 

phone a certain daily at 11:30am as a check on their whereabouts and activities. 

 

Wallace recalled being shown a film on UFOs in a room with other men for reasons he still 

doesn’t understand.  The movie displayed film clips -- some dating to World War II -- of actual 

UFO activity in various places and times.  Some of the sequences showed UFOs near what 

appeared to be fighter aircraft.  In one sequence from the Korean War, a disc-shaped object passed 

closed to a MIG fighter, causing it to crash.  Wallace was told they were being shown this so they 

might better understand the need for secrecy on the events of the 30
th

. 

 

Wallace said that versions of the story leaked to the British media -- detailing alien meetings in the 

forest and landing marks on the ground -- were deliberately contrived by the military to mislead the 

public.  The false evidence was intended to be discovered by UFO investigators so that a negative 

evaluation would be ascribed to the story -- thus preserving secrecy. 

 

It is quite a story and -- coupled with other accounts of the Rendlesham Forest events -- we are 

inclined to thing that something truly extraordinary may have happened. 

 

What was the Air Force's official response to this?  The authors filed a FOIA request with the 81
st
 

Combat Support Group at RAF Bentwaters to determine if documentation was on file at the base.  A 

reply dated April 23, 198 came from Col. Henry J. Cochran, Bentwaters Commander: 

 

Reference your letter dated April 14, 1983 requesting information about unknown aircraft 

activity near RAF Bentwaters.  There was allegedly some strange activity near RAF 

Bentwaters at the approximate time in question bbut not on land under U.S. Air Force 

jurisdiction and, therefore, no official investigation was conducted by the 81
st
 Tactical 

Fighter Wing.  Thus, the records you request do not exist. 
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If no records exist, how did Col. Cochran know that something had happened near Bentwaters?  He 

was not the Bentwaters Commander at the time.  Furthermore, under provisions of Air Force Manual 12-

50, such records would either have been destroyed after a short period of time or they would have been 

passed along to a permanent storage facility for retention.  That is, they would no onger be at the base.  

And the investigation was probably not conducted by the 81
st
 Tactical Fighter Wing but by someone else 

(OSI?). 

 

On May 7, 1983, CAUS Research Director Robert Todd filed a FOIA request with the Air Forces 

513
th

 Combat Support Group for information on the Rendlesham Forest affair.  The 513
th

 CSG provides 

document management services for the Headquarters of the 3
rd

 Air Force in Europe, which covers the 

Bentwaters area.  Our hopes were low for any positive results as it seemed that a tight ring of secrecy 

was pacaed around the story. 

 

However, in a June 14, 1983 letter from Col. Peter Bent -- Commander of the 513
th

 CSG -- an utterly 

stunning admission was made.  Col Bent said: 

 

It might interest you to know that the U.S. Air Force had no longer retained a copy of the 

January 13, 1981 letter written by Lt. Col. Charles I. Halt.  The Air Force file copy had been 

properly disposed of in accordance with Air Force Regulations.  Fortunately -- through 

diligent inquiry and the gracious consent of Her Majesty's government, the British Ministry 

of Defence, and the Royal Air Force, the U.S. Air Force was provided a copy for you. 

 

The January 13 letter was enclosed with Col. Bent's response.  It was on the official letterhead of the 

81
st
 Combat Support Group at Bentwaters and signed by Lt. Col. Halt, who was the Deputy Base 

Commander.  The title of the document is "Unexplained Lights", and it reads like science fiction: 

 

1.  Early in the morning of Dec. 27, 1980 (approximately 0300L), 2 USAF security police 

patrolmen saw unusual lights outside the back gate at RAF Woodbridge.  Thinking an 

aircraft might have crashed or been forced down, they called for permission to go outside 

the gate to investigate.  The on-duty flight chief responded and allowed 3 patrolmen to 

proceed on foot. 

 

The individuals reported seeing a strange glowing object in the forest.  The object was 

described as being metallic in appearance and triangular in shape, approximately 2-to-3 

meters across the base and approximately 2 meters high.  It illuminated the entire forest 

with a white light.  The object itself had a pulsing red light on top and a bank(s) of blue 

lights underneath.  The object was hovering or on legs.  As the patrolmen approached the 

object, it maneuvered through the trees and disappeared.  At this time, the animals on a 

nearby farm went into a frenzy.  The object was briefly sighted approximately an hour 

later near the back gate. 

 

2.  The next day, 3 depressions 1½" deep and 7" in diameter were found where the object 

had been sighted on the ground.  The following night (Dec. 29, 1980), the area was 

checked for radiation.  Beta/Gamma readings of 0.1 milliroentgens were recorded with 

peak readings in the 3 depressions and near the center of the triangle formed by the 

depressions.   Nearby tree had moderate (0.05-0.07) readings on the side of the tree toward 

the depressions. 

 

3.  Later in the night, a red Sun-like light was seen through the trees.  It moved ab0ut and 

pulsed.  At one point, it appeared to throw off glowing particles and then broke into 5 

separate white objects and then disappeared.  Immediately thereafter, 3 star-like objects 
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were noticed in the sky -- 2 objects to the North and one to the South, all of which were 

about 10
o
 off the horizon. 

 

The objects moved rapidly in sharp angular movements and displayed red, green, and 

blue lights.  The objects to the North appeared to be elliptical through an 8-12 power lens.  

They then turned to full circles.  The objects to the North remained in the sky for an hour-

or-more.  The object to the South was visible for 2-or-3 times and beamed down a stream 

of light from time-to-time.  Numerous individuals -- including the undersigned -- 

witnessed the activities in paragraphs 2 and 3. 

 

Outside of some small variation in detail, the story in the document is amazingly similar to what 

"Art Wallace" described.  This letter was certainly part of a more detailed file since it is clear than an 

official investigation was conducted.  Looking back at Col. Cochran's April 28 response to our inquiry 

on Rendlesham, we now see that it amounts to nothing more than a gross attempt to mislead the public 

and constitutes a blatant violation of the spirit and the letter of the Freedom of Information Act. 

 

What else could be equally as mysterious as the events themselves is the reason why the letter was 

released in the first place.  We probably would not have known about its existence had it not been given 

to us.  And it surely doesn't help to make the Air Force's official stance on UFOs credible.  Could there 

be a segment within the Air Force that wants us to have the facts on UFOs?  It's a distinct possibility. 

 

Our investigation into this bizarre affaire continues … … 

 

…  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  … 
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