
 1 

archived as  http://www.stealthskater.com/Documents/Streetlights_02.doc  

(also …Streetlights_02.pdf) => doc   pdf   URL-doc   URL-pdf   
 

more related articles on the /Science.htm#Streetlights page at  doc   pdf   URL   

 

note: because important websites are frequently "here today but gone tomorrow", the following was 

archived from http://paranormal.about.com/od/telekinesispsychokinesis/a/aa052508.htm on 

May 27, 2008.  This is NOT an attempt to divert readers from the aforementioned website.  

Indeed, the reader should only read this back-up copy if the updated original cannot be found at 

the original author's site. 

 

SLIders and the Streetlight Phenomenon 
Do streetlights go out when you pass beneath them? Perhaps you are a SLIder 

by Stephen Wagner / About.com 

 

A reader wrote: 

 

Around 5 years ago, I have noticed that at times while I am driving down the road at 

night, a streetlight will go out as I am passing below it.  It happens frequently and seems 

to be happening more. 

 

It has been giving me the creeps.  If it happened only once or on very rare occasions, I 

don't think I would have given it a thought.  However, it happens about once or twice a 

week.  Could it be some electronic thing or could it be something less explainable? 

 

The phenomenon is known as Street Lamp Interference or SLI.  It possibly is a psychic event that 

is just beginning to be recognized and studied.  Like most phenomena of this type, the evidence is 

almost exclusively anecdotal.  I have received several stories like the one above from readers. 

 

Typically, a person who has this effect on streetlights -- also known as a SLIder -- finds that the 

light switches on or off when he-or-she walks or drives beneath it.  Obviously, this could happen 

occasionally by chance with a faulty streetlight (you've probably noticed that it's happened to you once 

in a while).  But SLIders claim that it happens to them on a regular basis.  It doesn't happen every time 

with every streetlight.  But it occurs often enough to make these people suspect that something unusual 

is going on. 

 

Very often, SLIders also report that they tend to have an odd effect on other electronic devices.  In 

letters I've received, these people claim such effects as: 

 

● Appliances such as lamps and TVs go on and off without being touched. 

● Lightbulbs constantly blow when the SLIder tries to turn them off or on. 

● Volume levels change on TVs, radios, and CD players. 

● Watches stop working. 

● Children's electronic toys start by themselves when the SLIder is present. 

● Credit cards and other magnetically encoded cards are damaged or erased when in their 

possession. 
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What's the Cause? 

 

Any attempt to pinpoint a cause for SLI at this point would be mere speculation without a thorough 

scientific investigation.  The problem with such investigations -- as with many forms of psychic 

phenomena -- is that they are very difficult to reproduce in a laboratory.  They seem to happen 

spontaneously without the deliberate intention of the SLIder.  In fact, the SLIder -- according to some 

informal tests -- are usually unable to create the effect on demand. 

 

A reasonable speculation for the effect (if it is a real one) might have something to do with the 

electronic impulses of the brain.  All of our thoughts and movements are the result of electrical impulses 

that the brain generates.  At present, it is known that these measurable impulses only have an effect 

within an individual's body.  But is it possible that they could have an effect outside the body?  A kind 

of "remote control"? 

 

Research at the Princeton Engineering Anomalies Research (PEAR) lab suggested that the 

subconscious can indeed affect electronic devices.  Subjects are able to influence the random 

generations of a computer far more than would occur merely by chance.  This research -- and research 

being conducted at other laboratories around the World -- are beginning to reveal, in scientific terms, the 

reality of such psychic phenomena as ESP, telekinesis, and soon, perhaps, SLI.  (Note: the PEAR lab did 

not specifically research SLI, and the research facility has since been closed.) 

 

Although the SLI effect is not a conscious one, some SLIders report that when it does occur, they 

often are in an extreme emotional state.  A state of anger or stress is often cited as the "cause".  SLIder 

Debbie Wolf (a British barmaid) told CNN: "When it happens is when I'm stressed about something.  

Not really manically stressed.  Just when I'm really mulching something over -- really chewing 

something over in my head -- and then it happens." 

 

Could it all be just coincidence, however?  David Barlow -- a graduate student of physics and 

astrophysics -- suspects that the phenomenon might be attributed to people seeing patterns in "random 

noise".  "It is unlikely that a light will turn itself on when you walk past it," he says.  "So it is a shock 

when it happens.  If this should happen a few times consecutively, then it appears some mechanism is at 

work." 

 

SLI Research 

 

A research project into SLI was conducted by Dr. Richard Wiseman at the University of 

Hertfordshire in England.  In 2000, Wiseman made the newspapers with a project to test ESP with a 

kiosk-type machine called "the Mind Machine" that he set up in various locations around England to 

collect a large amount of data about the possible psychic abilities of the general public. 

 

Hillary Evans -- an author and paranormal investigator with the Association for the Scientific 

Study of Anomalous Phenomena (ASSAP) -- also studied the phenomenon.  (You can download the 

original SLI Effect book in PDF format by Hilary Evans completely free from their website.)  She 

established the Street Lamp Interference Data Exchange as a place where SLIders can report their 

experiences and share those of other SLIders.  [note: The existence of this exchange cannot be verified 

at this time.] 

 

"It's quite obvious from the letters I get," Evans told CNN, "that these people are perfectly healthy, 

normal people.  It's just that they have some kind of ability... just a gift they've got.  It may not be a gift 

they would like to have." 

http://cnn.com/WORLD/europe/9804/21/electric.girl/
http://www.richardwiseman.com/
http://www.assap.org/newsite/articles/SLI.html
http://www.assap.org/newsite/articles/SLI.html
http://www.assap.org/newsite/Docs/sli.pdf
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http://paranormal.about.com/library/weekly/aa013100a.htm 

 

Apparently, the Street Lamp Interference (SLI) phenomenon is quite widespread.  Last week's article 

on SLI elicited more responses from readers than any other article appearing at this site. 

 

People all over the Country are reporting that they are affecting streetlights.  Some are saying that 

they are also affecting their house lights, watches, TVs, and other appliances.  Others, however, suggest 

that there's nothing to SLI - that its apparent effects are due merely to coincidence or explainable 

mechanical reasons. 

 

Many of the responses received included the following: 

 

● Wow! I thought my son and I were the only ones!  I didn't even have a clue that the streetlight 

phenomena would be so widespread. 

 

● It is strange that this should suddenly appear.  I have experienced the street light problem for 

years and have always joked about it.  I never thought that it would be an occurrence that 

happens to many people. 

 

● This is great!  I thought maybe this just happened to me since I can pretty much count on at least 

one streetlight going off every time I am driving at night. 

 

● For a while, I thought I was alone. I started noticing streetlights going out when I was driving 

toward or underneath them.  In the beginning, I thought it was just me being silly.  Then it 

continued and I was sure it was just streetlights in general being faulty somehow.  I just 

wanted to tell you how happy I am that there are other people out there with these 

experiences. 

 

● Both my daughter and I have the experience of shutting out streetlights when we are each 

driving.  Sometimes it is only one and sometimes it is 3-or-4 in a row just as though they 

were shot out or switched off. 

 

● When I leave work at night, a streetlamp goes off as I'm going under it at least 50 percent of the 

time.  We've even driven around to watch them go off! 

 

Other Effects 

 

SLIders are claiming a whole host of bizarre effects that they believe they are causing: 

 

● My friend has a light above her sink in the kitchen.  Whenever I get near it, it turns off and on by 

itself.  She said it NEVER happens unless I'm there.  I am also constantly burning out light 

bulbs in my house.  I also cannot wear digital watches.  They stop working within a week. 

 

● This has happened to me for years.  As a matter of fact, about a month ago I blew about s6ix 

light bulbs in my parent's house.  Every time I touched a light switch, the bulb would flash 

and blow out. 

 

● In my case, phones fly across the room, flipping light switches burn out bulbs, radios turn on by 

themselves... 

 

http://paranormal.about.com/library/weekly/aa013100a.htm
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● I once had a girlfriend whose best friend couldn't wear a watch or use credit cards.  She was 

ALWAYS setting off car alarms, home alarms, garage doors, etc.  She got to the point where 

she couldn't even go shopping in a grocery store because when she went to check out, the 

amount owed for a gallon of milk and some crackers would be $28,837.33 or some ridiculous 

amount.  And every other cash register in the store would start malfunctioning like crazy! 

 

● The power switch on my VCR goes on spontaneously and apparently randomly as well. No other 

electronics in the immediate vicinity are in any way disturbed. 

 

● Although I do believe that anything is possible, the SLIder effect has a very different meaning to 

me.  Many years ago, I lost my mother and then more recently my brother.  Whenever I see a 

light turn off, I just know that it's them -- my "guardian angels" -- saying hello and reminding 

me that they are with me always. 

 

● The computer I use at work seems to break down every few weeks.  My commander has asked 

me if I have a lot of energy because that may be the cause of all my computer problems.  I'm 

beginning to believe her! 

 

● My SLIder experiences happen with cameras.  If I am in a bad mood or don't want my picture 

taken, then the camera either doesn't work or the pictures come out distorted and blurry. 

 

● For a period of about 6 months, every time I approached, drove over, or had just driven over the 

railroad tracks near my parents' house, the warning lights would alternately flash, once each.  

It happened EVERY time I crossed these tracks.  I did watch to see if it happened when other 

vehicles crossed the tracks, and it did not. 

 

One evening I pulled over to see if this was a timed warning.  After 2 minutes, ONE of 

the lights came on as a solid light for about 2 seconds.  2 minutes later, the other one came on 

by itself for about 2 seconds.  I waited to see if it would do the usual flash.  And that's when 

it got weird.   It didn't flash or light up or anything -- ever again. 

 

● I have turned on and off the TV, VCR, fire alarm, and many other electronic objects.  I also 

cannot wear a watch because it will stop working.  I have stopped other people's watches.  I 

also have frozen my computer on several occasions. 

 

● I buy at least 2-to-4 four packs of light bulbs a month.  As far as electronic devices, I get zapped 

a lot.  Doesn't matter whether there's carpet or I'm barefoot. 

 

● There is one of my grandchildren's toys that plays by itself when I enter the room.  Which I 

always thought was kind of spooky. 

 

● I now carry my credit cards in a thick plastic pouches because I was tired of having to get a new 

one every 6 weeks.  Another wonderful phenomena is that I can "call" the Northern Lights 

(Aurora Borealis).  When they are out in the distance, I sing to them and they come over my 

head and dance. 

 

Explanations For 

 

Believers offer mysterious explanations for the SLI phenomenon ranging from the tapping of Earth 

energies to anomalous activities of the brain: 
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● One local TV station here in Denver does consumer reports about people who have trouble with 

local businesses.  I caught a special report about people who have called about appliances 

that won't work.  When they take them to the shop for repair, they work fine.  The repairman 

said that it has happened enough that he has come to the conclusion that there are some 

people who just have weird effects on some electronics. 

 

● I stop watches by holding them or putting them on.  I have blown peripherals and hard drives by 

simply booting up.  Not once in a while but repeatedly.  I notice that from time-to-time, I am 

"wired".  The concept of kinetic energy is not a new one and probably more of us do these 

things without recognizing the connection. 

 

● This is an easy explanation: telekinesis.  Everything is composed of electrons and neutrons.  

Your electrons stimulate the electrons of an object to create the bending or movement of an 

object.  When a person that performs telekinesis -- for instance, on a spoon -- they envision it 

as energy shaped as a spoon.  As a child has not been taught they cannot do a lot of things, 

therefore they can do them. 

 

● Any studies of SLI must, I believe, take consideration of geo-magnetic, geo-electric, Schumann 

resonance, and other vibrational energy flows in the energetic landscape to make sense of the 

effect.  It may well be that the combination of my energy at a specific point in one of these 

flows interrupts, interferes, or magnifies the effect that results in the streetlight going out.  

Integration of geomancy may well prove rewarding in explaining why it is only some 

specific lights that sometimes go out. 

 

● Just to add another twist to this phenomenon, I have noticed that these things happen most often 

when I have a severe headache across the frontal lobe. 

 

● In Sanskrit, the term "chakra" means wheel and is often used to describe various energy centers 

of the aura or electromagnetic field of the physical body.  When the lower chakras are more 

activated -- which they are in many people, often through semi-stressed, deep contemplative 

states -- the energy field lowers its vibration and thusly its density to a more compatible level 

of many electrical circuits.  You mix that with a light or battery that may be close to burn-out 

and the SLI results. 

 

● Your poll about Street Lamp Interference wasn't quite fair.  It implied that there were either 2 

choices -- a psychic or a coincidental occurrence.  You omitted a third explanation -- a 

natural but rare ability of brain cells to generate signals of a type to be picked up by the 

sensors on street lights. 

 

Explanations Against 

 

Nonsense, say the skeptics.  Why look for a paranormal explanation when a perfectly reasonable 

one is evident or at least possible: 

 

● I suspect something more physical is to blame.  My theory is that the photoelectric eye of the 

affected street lamp is not properly aimed.  This could also be caused by a reflection of 

headlights either from water standing on the road or -- more likely -- perhaps from the 

outside rear-view mirror of another vehicle.  From the headlight's perspective, the mirror 

could be reflecting the beam upward toward the sky without affecting the driver of the other 

vehicle. 
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● The street lamp example can be a bit misleading.  I spent 6 months working for a city public 

works department.  While I was there, I made a comment about the streetlights turning off 

when I drove by.  An employee who had been around longer explained that it was a 

relationship between the specific type and model of sensor used and the aiming 

point/bleedover of the headlights of your vehicle.  Older cars (and even newer trucks) that 

have less focused headlight patterns constantly would cause this effect. 

 

● I noticed streetlights going out as I drove or walked past them.  My over-logical mind convinced 

myself that the lights went out because of some energy-saving algorithm that the municipal 

government had in place. 

 

● With great regularity when I turn lights on or off, the bulbs are likely to burn out.  But this is no 

psychic phenomenon.  I apparently build up a large reservoir of static electricity which is 

death to light bulbs and some other appliances.  I have "zapped" a few digital watches.  And I 

can cause havoc with television and radio shows by walking around the room. 

 

Mercury and sodium vapor lights can apparently be subject to intermittent failure -- 

sometimes with great frequency -- people in the vicinity notwithstanding.  And the ones that 

are controlled by optical sensors are apt to be even flakier. 

 

● While I find the article very interesting, I believe the that the streetlights that are cutting in and 

out are all HPS (high-pressure sodium).  When these lamps reach their end of life, they begin 

to short cycle.  Hence, a cutting on and off mode.  As you drive or walk by, the light seems to 

switch off and you think that you had an effect on it.  If you stopped and watched that 

particular light, you'd observe that it continually cycles on and off.  Eventually the power 

company will replace the lamp and the problem is solved. 

 

Also with HPS, there is an igniter.  The igniter sensed that the lamp is off and sends a 

high-voltage pulse to restart the lamp.  This pulse usually gets the lamp going again and then 

it goes out, causing a short cycle. 

 

● I have had this experience with the sodium vapor lamps since 1976.  This occurs mostly with the 

partially defunct lamps.  It seems the starters are somewhat sensitive to the human 

electromagnetic field (as per a conversation with an electrical engineer). 

 

Conclusions 

 

What are we to conclude from the revelation that so many people identify themselves as SLIders?  

Either a great many people have some psychic or otherwise unexplained effect on streetlights and other 

electronics.  Or this is a misunderstanding of a common occurrence.  The latter seems more likely. 

 

When we're driving at night, we don't notice that most of the streetlights stay on as we pass under 

them.  But it does catch our attention when one happens to go off.  We then might think that the two are 

related in some way when it is most likely just a coincidence. 

 

It's possible that some people might have some strange affect on electronics.  If so, it is more 

probably a rare phenomenon.  It's a possibility worth investigation. 
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http://paranormal.about.com/library/blstory_october02_20.htm 

 

"A SLIder is What I Am" by Rebecca 

 

My daughter e-mailed me the link to your article as she knows all the things you talked about have 

happened to me.  I thought I was the only weirdo in the world that could do this and hardly ever told 

anyone about it. 

 

I believe it started when as a toddler, I stuck a key in an electrical socket.  My mother had to pull me 

off as I was frozen to the key and my hair was standing on end.  I think that is what may have caused it 

all.  Have any other people reported being electrocuted at any time in their lives?  Or perhaps I was just 

born with it and being electrocuted made it stronger. 

 

I have in the past been able to control this phenomenon.  I have a live witness that saw me "turn a 

streetlight on and off" over and over again in the span of 2 minutes just by telling it to do so. You see, 

she too did not believe me (no one ever does) and I guess I had had enough and wanted desperately to 

prove it. 

 

Streetlights are not safe whenever I am around.  For that matter, neither is any electrical equipment.  

Once, my husband put in a brand new digital radio/tape player in the car when digital first came out.  He 

set up all the stations and proudly asked me to come and see my new present.  I touched the display -- 

not a key or a button mind you, but just the plastic screen -- and all the numbers and letters jumbled up 

and the radio was ruined.  He returned it and bought me an analog one that worked just fine. 

 

Watches never keep correct time for me.  I haven't worn one in more than 25 years.  I either speed 

them up, slow them down, or stop them altogether.  I have used battery, wind-up, and the Rolex Oyster 

Perpetual that never needs winding.  None of them kept correct time.  I can have my hand on the remote 

control for any electrical appliance and sometimes I don't even press the buttons, just rest my fingertip 

on them and they send the message to the appliance. 

 

It seems that I am also bothered by ghosts and poltergeists.  Once as a child, everything electrical in 

the whole house turned on at once.  I have seen and heard ghosts, not always alone.  My husband and a 

friend are witness to ghostly happenings around me. 

 

I have had a psychic dream wherein my friend was driving down a sidestreet and had to turn around 

because there were electrical wires down in the street.  I woke up scared to death for him and told my 

husband.  A week later, the friend came by and related how that very thing had happened to him 4 days 

before.  A "professional psychic" told me that the 3 wires represented that it would happen in 3 days.  It 

did happen 3 days after I dreamed it. 

 

I also tend to have trouble getting money out of the money machine because half the time, my card 

doesn't work.  I think I may ruin that little magnetic stripe. 

 

Also, I hardly ever lose track of North.  Spin me and I usually point in the right direction. 

 

Everyone says I read the Tarot cards better than anyone else.  I don't even know them by heart and 

have to look up meanings in the book sometimes.  But they say I always pick the right meanings and 

everything I predict comes true. 

 

 

http://paranormal.about.com/library/blstory_october02_20.htm
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Suggested Reading 

What You Need to Know About... Telekinesis 

What You Need to Know About... Psychometry 

 

Elsewhere on the Web 

Early SLI (street lamp interference) reports 

Investigating SLI 

 

Related Articles 

Parapsychological Research: Testing Psychics and Parapsychology... 

Global Warming - Serious Effects of Global Warming Alre... 
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