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Chapter 8 -- Canada 

 

One of the most important documents on UFOs to be released in Canada is a hitherto top-secret 

memorandum from Wilbert B. Smith, senior radio engineer with the Canadian government Department 

of Transport at the time and a highly respected scientist who held a master's degree in electrical 

engineering and several patents.  The memo -- dated November 21, 1950 -- was sent to the Controller of 

Telecommunications and recommended that a research project be set up to study the subject. 

 

"We believe that we are on the track of something which may well prove to be the introduction to a 

new technology," Smith wrote.  "The existence of a different technology is borne out by the 

investigations which are being carried on at the present time in relation to flying saucers."  Smith went 

on to state that through discreet inquiries made at the Canadian embassy in Washington, he had learned 

(from Dr. Robert Sarbacher) that: 

 

a.  The matter is the most highly classified subject in the United States government, rating higher 

even than the H-bomb. 

b.  Flying saucers exist. 

c.  Their modus operandi is unknown, but a concentrated effort is being made by a small group 

headed by Dr. Vannevar Bush. 

d.  The entire matter is considered by the United States authorities to be of tremendous 

significance. 

 

Here we have incontrovertible evidence for the high security classification attached to the subject.  

The reference to the "small group" headed by Dr. Vannevar Bush is equally significant since in 1947 -- 

following the retrieval of parts of a UFO near Roswell, New Mexico -- a small, select group code-named 

"Majestic 12" was established to inform the President about UFO developments.  And it was headed by 

Dr. Bush.  (See Chapter 11.) 

 

 

Project Magnet  1950-54 

 

The Department of Transport was not slow in accepting Smith's recommendation.  On December 2, 

1950, "Project Magnet" was established by Commander C.P. Edwards, then Deputy Minister of 

Transport for Air Services.  Smith was appointed engineer-in-charge with another 2 engineers and 2 
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technicians working part-time.  The broadcast and measurement section of the Telecommunications 

Division was given a directive to carry out the project with whatever assistance could be obtained from 

sources such as the Defense Research Board and National Research Council.  Dr. O.M. Solandt -- 

Chairman of the Defense Research Board -- offered his full cooperation.
1
 

 

The Canadian government has continually tried to play down the work of Wilbert Smith and Project 

Magnet.  In 1964, for example, the Department of Transport informed an inquirer: 

 

…. we would reiterate that at no time has this Department carried out research into the 

filed of unidentified flying objects.  As stated by Mr. Deputs in Hansard on December 4, 

1963, a small program of investigation in the field of geomagnetics was carried out by the 

Telecommunications Division of this Department between 1950 and 1954.  This minor 

investigation was for the purpose of studying magnetic phenomena, particularly those 

phenomena resulting unusual boundary conditions in the basic electromagnetic theory. …  

This personal project was at no expense to the Department, nor did it have any 

Departmental sponsorship.
2
 

 

That the government was lying has now been established with the release of official Project Magnet 

documents, obtained by Arthur Bray.  One of these is the "Summary of Sightings Reported to and 

Analyzed by Department of Transport During 1952", containing 25 UFO reports …  …  …  … 

 

…  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  … 

 

In an interim report on Project Magnet dated June 25, 1953, Wilbert Smith stated: 

 

If -- as appears evident -- the Flying Saucers are emissaries from some other 

civilization and actually do operate on magnetic principles, we have before us the Fact 

that we have missed something in magnetic theory but have a good indication of the 

direction in which to look for the missing quantities.  It is therefore strongly 

recommended that the work of Project Magnet be continued and expanded to include 

experts in each of the various fields involved in these studies.
5
 

 

On August 10, 1953, Smith filed another report on Project Magnet which contained some 

astonishing conclusions: 

 

It appears, then, that we are faced with a substantial probability of the real existence 

of extraterrestrial vehicles, regardless of whether they fit into our scheme of things.  Such 

vehicles of necessity must use a technology considerably in advance of what we have.  It 

is therefore submitted that the next step in this investigation should be a substantial effort 

toward the acquisition of as much as possible of this technology, which would without 

doubt be of great value to us.
6
 

 

The Canadian government has denied that Smith's conclusions are in any way representative of 

"officialdom".  And Smith himself disclaimed official status for the report, emphasizing that it simply 

represented his own views and those of his small research group.  It was neither endorsed nor rejected 

by the government.  Yet Smith's credentials and integrity are beyond dispute, and for years afterward he 

continued to represent his department before the House of Commons Broadcasting Committee.
7
 

 

In December 1953, Smith set up a UFO detecting station at Shirleys Bay outside Ottawa with 

registering devices including a gamma ray counter, a magnetometer, a radio receiver, and a recording 

gravimeter.  But so intent were government scientists to avoid being associated with such a controversial 
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project that even on the day the station went into operation, Dr. Solandt was quoted as saying that 

reports of its establishment were completely untrue.  In fact, the building housing the detecting 

equipment was loaned to Smith by the Defense Research Board, of which Dr. Solandt was Chairman! 

 

A definitely anomalous disturbance was recorded on August 8, 1954.  But heavy fog prevented 

Smith and his associates from seeing anything in the sky.  Perhaps coincidentally, the Department of 

Transport announced 2 days later that it was closing down the station although the actual decision t do 

so had been made in June that year.  Smith explained that the reason for discontinuing Project Magnet 

was that it had become an embarrassment to the government due to unwelcome publicity.  But Smith 

himself was given the go-ahead to continue with the project on an unofficial basis in his own free time.  

As researcher Arthur Bray comments, a cover-up is indicated by the
 fact that the public was led to believe that the 

government was no longer interested in flying saucers.
8 

 

Project Second Story  1952-54 

 

In April 1952, another secret government committee -- separate from Project Magnet but also 

involving Wilbert Smith -- was established by Dr. O.M. Solandt, Chairman of the Defense Research 

Board.  With the code name of "Project Second Story", the committee comprised the following  

members:  First Lieutenant V.L. Bradley, Defense Research Board; Group Captain D.M. Edwards, 

Directorate of Air Intelligence; Dr. Peter Millman (Chairman), Dominion Observatory; J.C. Oatway 

(Secretary), Defense Research Board; Commander J.C. Pratt, Directorate of Naval Intelligence; Wilbert 

B. Smith, Department of Transport. 

 

According to the minutes made available to Arthur Bray by the National Research Council, only 5 

meetings took place although it is known that there were more.  The minutes of the first meeting on 

April 21, 1952 refer to a Royal Canadian Air Force report relating to the U.S. Air Force "Project Blue 

Book" UFO investigation.  This report was not made available, but Bray was eventually able to acquire 

a copy from a private source.  Hitherto classified 'secret', the RCAF document noted that there were 

certain patterns of sightings over major U.S. port areas and atomic energy establishments, and that 5% 

of the reports came from scientists at the White Sands (missile) Proving Grounds, New Mexico.  The 

report concluded with hopes that an official exchange of data could take place between Canada and the 

United States. 

 

At the 5
th

 meeting on March 9, 1953, it was pointed out that although the evidence to date did not 

warrant a full-scale investigation by the Canadian armed forces, reports should continue to be collected 

at a central point -- namely the Directorate of Scientific Intelligence, Defense Research Board.  The 

minutes make it clear that "Project Second Story" should continue to hold meetings at the discretion of 

the Chairman, yet no further classified.  Among them are almost certainly the minutes of a meeting to 

discuss Wilbert Smith's extraordinary "Project Magnet" report dated August 10, 1953, wherein he 

concluded that "we are faced with the substantial probability of the real existence of extraterrestrial 

vehicles".  Arthur Bray was informed by a reliable source that this report went as high as Prime Minister 

Louis St. Laurent who held it for 3 months. 

 

Dr. Allen McNamara of the National Research Council admitted in a letter to Arthur Bray that the 

Project Magnet report was submitted to the Project Second Story committee in 1953, but that "Mr. 

Smith's conclusions were not supported by his own Department or the Second Story committee."
9
  Why 

then are the minutes of this and other meetings still classified?  A clue to the degree of sensitivity over 

the UFO projects is contained in a Canadian government memorandum in my possession -- dated 

September 15, 1969 -- which states in part: 
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Dr. P.M. Millman, National Research Council has advised me that the documents 

reporting the results of the Second Story studies in project "Magnet" be declassified. …  

Since the question of flying saucers is still attracting public attention and since this file 

covers documents relating to the studies behind project "Magnet" and, indeed, records 

much of the discussion in the Department of Transport surround project "Magnet" which 

is confidential in nature, it is recommended that this file be down classified at least to the 

confidential level.  At no time should it be made available to the public. 

 

Eventually as we have seen, certain Project magnet and Second Story documents were released to 

bona fide researchers.  But there is no doubt that some of the material is still classified.  Arthur Bray 

subsequently acquired a copy of the minutes of another Project Second Story meeting from a private 

source.  The government transmittal slip is dated March 15, 1954.  It is assumed that the meeting was 

held no earlier than a few weeks prior to that date.  The minutes contain nothing really interesting, 

however, apart from some comments by Wilbert Smith on the experiments being conducted in the 

Shirleys Bay detecting station: 

 

Whether the phenomenae be due to natural magnetic causes or alien vehicles, there 

would be probably be associated with a sighting some magnetic or radio noise 

disturbance.  Also, there is a possibility of gamma radiation being associated with such 

phenomenae.  It has been suggested by some mathematicians that gravity waves may 

exist in reality. …  While we know practically nothing of such waves in nature, 

nevertheless, if the possible exists, flying saucer phenomenae -- being largely an 

unknown field -- might be a good place to look for such waves.
10

 

 

 

Physical Evidence 

 

During a recorded interview with C.W. Fitch and George Popovitch in November 1961, Wilbert 

Smith admitted that a number of fragments from UFOs had been recovered and analyzed by his research 

group, including one that had been shot from a UFO near Washington, DC in July 1952.  Said Smith: 

 

I was informed that the disk was glowing and was about 2 feet in diameter.  A 

glowing chunk flew off, and the pilot saw it glowing all the way to the ground.  He 

radioed his report, and a ground party hurried to the scene.  The thing was still glowing 

when they found it an hour later.  The entire piece weight about a pound.  The segment 

that was loaned to me was about 1/3 of that.  It had been sawed off. … 

 

There was iron rust -- the thing was in reality a matrix of magnesium orthosilicate.  

The matrix had great numbers -- thousands -- of 15-micron spheres scattered through it. 

 

Smith was asked if he had returned the piece to the U.S. Air Force when he had completed his 

analysis.  "Not the Air Force.  Much higher than that," he replied.  "The Centrail Intelligence Agency?" 

asked the interviewers.  "I'm sorry, gentlemen, but I don't care to go beyond that point," said Smith.  But 

he added, "I can say to you that it went to the hands of a highly classified group.  You will have to solve 

that problem -- their identity -- for yourselves."
11

  In my opinion, that group was 'Majestic 12', referred 

to earlier in this chapter and elsewhere. 
 

Wilbert Smith also confirmed that a mass of unidentified metal was recovered by his group in July 

1960 in Canada.  "There is about 3,000 pounds of it," he told Fitch and Popovitch during the same 

interview: 
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We have done a tremendous amount of detective work on this metal. …  We have 

something that was not brought to this Earth by plane nor by boat nor by any helicopter.  

We are speculating that what we have is a portion of a very large device which came into 

solar system -- we don't know when -- but it had been in space a long time before it came 

to Earth.  We can tell that by the micrometeorites in the surface. …  We have it, but we 

don't know what it is!"
12

 

 

Naturally, all such documentation on these cases -- which simply must have been discussed by the 

Project Second Story Committee -- remains classified to this day.  And how curious that in an interview 

in 1969, Dr. Peter Millman -- former Chairman of the committee -- should say that meteorites are the 

"only proven thing that comes from outer space that we can examine.  After all, we've never had a piece 

of a flying saucer."
13

 

 

…  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  …  … 

 

Official Reticence 

 

Wilbert Smith -- whose untimely death of cancer in 1962 robbed not only Canada but the World of 

one of the most intelligent and original minds in the field of UFO research -- was well qualified to assess 

the various reasons behind the official cover-up, having headed Canada's first secret investigation into 

the subject.  To most people -- Smith pointed out -- the government is the final authority on all matters.  

Government, however, is comprised of a large number of individuals who -- although experts in their 

own fields -- are very much laymen in other areas.  If a new situation develops -- such as UFOs -- and 

there is no suitable bureau for it, he said, it was unfair to expect early answers from the government. 

 

"The best that a government can do," he explained, "is to make use of a 'back door' arrangement with 

which we are all familiar -- namely, the 'classified project'.  But even this is a gamble in that it is 

predicated on the project yielding positive results with the answers all tied up in a neat little bundle.  

Otherwise the project flops and slips into oblivion." 

 

Smith affirmed that the United States authorities were well aware that UFOs were of alien 

origin, and that "it was soon apparent that these objects did not constitute any particular menace to 

humanity and there was practically nothing which we could do about it if they did."  The aliens were in 

complete control of the situation while we were mere observers. 

 

Since the various classified U.S. Air Force projects were largely aimed at debunking UFO reports, 

Smith said, the Air Force had painted themselves into an awkward corner: 

 

What solid information did come out of these projects was most disturbing indeed, 

striking at the very roots of our conventional science.  But there wasn't enough of this 

information on which to base any substantial reform in scientific thinking; just enough to 

produce an uneasy feeling that all was not well.  So naturally, the least said about this the 

better, until more was known. …  Meanwhile, since they do not have enough answers for 

the questions that are now being raised, they most certainly are not going to invite a 

deluge of further questions by admitting anything. 

 

Wilber Smith reasoned that the reluctance of politicians to speak out on the subject was 

largely due to lack of public support.  "Furthermore," he said, "because of the type of publicity 

from which the whole matter of flying saucers has suffered, politicians -- who are naturally very 

sensitive to public reaction -- are reluctant to stick their necks out." 
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Smith believed that we could not expect any significant statement on UFOs by any 

government agency.  And the nearest we would come to any sort of official statement would be 

from those few researchers in the government service who -- like Smith, although he did not say 

as much -- were personally satisfied of their findings and who were willing to risk the censure of 

their colleagues and the prestige of their positions.  "More often than not," he said, "these people 

must wait until they retire from government service before they feel free to make any statement 

at all."
41

 

 

Wilbert Smith was right.  However, the UFO situation has become increasingly more 

complex since he expressed these opinions in the late 1950s.  And there is evidence that not all 

UFOs are harmless, as the Falcon Lake incident exemplifies.  Even if outright hostility was 

unproven, there is no doub t in my mind that the Canadian government was reluctant to release 

its conclusions on the case for fear of arousing public overreaction.  Indeed -- as already 

mentioned -- the government stated categorically that release of the Michalak file "would not be 

in the public's interest" and "would create a dangerous precedent".  So this is one aspect of 

national security that undoubtedly heads the list of reasons for official reticence on the matter, 

and I fully sympathize with the government's dilemma in this respect. 

 

Another aspect was cited by Smith himself in a 1953 secret Project Magnet report that the 

UFOs exhibited a technology considerably in advance of ours, leading him to propose that the 

next stage in official investigations should be a "substantial effort toward the acquisition of as 

much as possible of this technology".  If the military has now acquired new technology as a 

result of top-secret research into UFOs -- and I am inclined to support this hypothesis -- it would 

be yet another perfectly understandable reason for withholding information on UFOs in the 

interests of national security. 

 

Wilbert Smith made no secret of his unofficially expressed opinion that actual contact had 

been established with the occupants of UFOs.  And that he had acquired a great deal of 

information as a result of investigating such contacts.  "But it soon became apparent," he wrote 

in an article in 1958, "that there was a very real and quite large gap between this alien science 

and the science in which I had been trained.  Certain crucial experiments were suggested and 

carried out.  And in each case, the results confirmed the validity of the alien science.  Beyond 

this point, the alien science just seemed to be incomprehensible."  [StealthSkater note: other 

informants have equated it to "magic"] 

 

Smith was convinced that Earth had been colonized many times by the people from 

elsewhere (or "The Boys Topside" as he liked to call them).  "To orthodox thinkers, this may 

seem strange," he said.  "But not nearly as strange as our orthodox ideas on evolution!"
42

  But if 

Smith was personally convinced about such controversial matters, to what extent were the 

authorities aware that extraterrestrial contact had been established at this time?  An illuminating 

anwser is provided in a letter that Wilbert Smith wrote to a friend of mine in 1959:  "For your 

information, every nation on this planet has been officially informed of the existence of the space 

craft and their occupants from elsewhere.  And as nations, they must accept responsibility for 

any lack of action or for any official position which they may take."
43

 

 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_Magnet 

 

Project Magnet was an unidentified flying object (UFO) study program established by the Canadian 

Department of Transport (DOT) on December 2, 1950 under the direction of Wilbert B. Smith, senior 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Project_Magnet
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radio engineer for the DOT's Broadcast and Measurements Section.  It was formally active until mid-

1954 and informally active without government funding until Smith's death in 1962.  Smith eventually 

concluded that UFOs were probably extraterrestrial in origin and likely operated by manipulation of 

magnetism. 

 

Smith made a request to use the facilities of the Department of Transport to study UFOs.  The 

project was formally approved on December 2, 1950 with the intention to collect data about UFOs and 

apply any recovered data to practical engineering and technology.  The ultimate goal of the project was 

to apply any findings on the subject of geomagnetism to the possibility of exploiting Earth's magnetic 

field as a source of propulsion for vehicles.  Smith and his colleagues in government believed that UFOs 

-- if real -- might hold the key to this new source of power. 

 

A small-scale undertaking, the project used DOT facilities, with some assistance from personnel at 

the Defence Research Board (DRB) and the National Research Council.  In June 1952, Smith issued a 

preliminary report arguing that UFOs likely came from intelligent extraterrestrial sources and almost 

certainly manipulated magnetism for flight.  A 1953 report reiterated these conclusions. 

 

Also in April 1952, the Canadian government established Project Second Storey (a parallel UFO 

research project with Smith also involved).  It consisted of a group of scientists and military officers 

who met periodically to consider the UFO question and to recommend government action.  Smith 

reported to Second Storey on some of Project Magnet's findings and conclusions [1]. 

 

Smith believed UFOs were linked to psychic phenomena [2] and believed himself to be in contact 

with extraterrestrial beings who communicated to him through telepathy [3].  Smith wrote a number of 

articles for Topside (the publication of the Ottawa New Sciences Club which he founded) outlining the 

philosophy of the "Space Brothers" he claimed to be in contact with [4].  The articles were later 

collected and published posthumously in 1969 under the title The boys from Topside [5]. 

 

In October of 1952, Smith set up an observatory at Shirley's Bay outside Ottawa to study reports of 

UFO sightings, believing that UFOs would emit physical characteristics that could be measured.  A 

number of sighting reports were investigated by Project Magnet.  But in 1954, the project was shut 

down.  Smith was allowed to use the Shirley's Bay facilities with his own funding and did so until his 

death in 1962 [1]. 

 

1. "Canada's UFOs". Shirley's Bay, Ontario Project Magnet, 1952. Library and Archives of Canada.  

Retrieved 24 January 2013. 

2. Brenda Denzler (1 June 2003). The Lure of the Edge: Scientific Passions, Religious Beliefs, and the 

Pursuit of UFOs. University of California Press. pp. 221–. ISBN 978-0-520-23905-0. Retrieved 

24 January 2013.  

3. Jerome Clark (December 2000). Extraordinary encounters: an encyclopedia of extraterrestrials and 

otherworldly beings. ABC-CLIO. ISBN 978-1-57607-249-3. Retrieved 24 January 2013.  

4. Roy Craig (1995). Ufos: An Insider's View of the Official Quest for Evidence. University of North 

Texas Press. pp. 130–. ISBN 978-0-929398-94-5. Retrieved 24 January 2013.  

5. Wilbert B. Smith (1969). The boys from Topside. Saucerian Books. Retrieved 24 January 2013. 

 

http://www.collectionscanada.gc.ca/ufo/002029-1400.01-e.html


 8 

if on the Internet, press  <BACK>  on your browser  to return to 

the previous page  (or go to www.stealthskater.com) 

else if accessing these files from the CD in a MS-Word session, simply <CLOSE> this 

file's window-session; the previous window-session should still remain 'active' 

 


