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note: because important websites are frequently "here today but gone tomorrow", the following was 

archived from http://www.rense.com/historic/hist.htm on February 26, 2006.  This is NOT an 

attempt to divert readers from the aforementioned website.  Indeed, the reader should only read 

this back-up copy if it cannot be found at the original author's site. 

 

misc. Early UFO Sightings 
 

1.  UFOS Through The Ages -- a Timeline  (http://www.rense.com/ufo4/historyofufo.htm ) 

Material From NIGHTWATCH  http://www.channel1.com/users/cci/ 

Illustrations by James Neff 

Not even taking into account the vast number of Biblical accounts (which seem to describe 

alien beings and flying machines of a technology clearly beyond that of mankind) nor the 

incredible accounts from other "holy" books (such as the Hindu Vedas/Upanishads which detail 

air borne vehicles which traversed "the islands in the skies"), below is a marvelous collection of 

eyewitness accounts from world history on the mysterious UFO.  

 

1,500 BC: 

In Egypt, the Pharaoh Thutmose III sees silent, foul-smelling circles of fire and flying discs 

in the sky.  {compiled by Joel Arys} 

 

800 AD:  

Peru Aerial landing strips are built in the Peruvian Andes.  {compiled by Joel Arys}  

 

329 BC: 

Alexander the Great -- via his historians -- told of 2 strange objects in the sky that dived 

repeatedly at his army as they were attempting a river crossing (Jaxartes River).  The action so 

panicked his elephants, horses, and men that they had to abandon the river crossing until the 

following day.  They were described as great silver shields, spitting fire around the rims.  

{Contributed by Thon} 

 

170 BC:  

{\From Conrad Wolfhart, Lycothenes (medieval reporter/writer): "At Lanupium, a 

remarkable spectacle of a fleet of ships was seen in the air." 

 

99 BC: 

From Prodigia of Julius Obsequens, Rome: "When C. Murius and L. Valerius were consuls 

in Tarquinia towards sunset, a round object -- like a globe, a round or circular shield -- took its 

path in the sky from West to East." 

 

90 BC:  

From Prodigia of Julius Obsequens, Rome: "At Aernarie -- while Livius Troso was 

promulgating the laws at the beginning of the Italiian war -- at sunrise, there came a terrific noise 

in the sky.  And a globe of fire appeared burning in the North.  In the territory of Spoletum, a 

globe of fire of golden color fell to the earth gyrating.  It then seemed to increase in size, rose 
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from the earth, and ascended into the sky where it obscured the Sun with its brilliance.  It 

revolved toward the eastern quadrant of the sky." 

 

85 BC:  

From Pliny, Natural History: Book II, Ch 34: "In the consulship of Lucius Valerius and Caius 

Marius, a burning shield scattering sparks ran across the sky."  {Contributed by Thon} 

 

42 BC:  

From Prodigia of Julius Obsequens, Rome:  "Something like a sort of weapon or missile rose 

with a great noise from the earth and soared into the sky" 

 

70 AD, May 21:  

From Josephus "Jewish War" Book CXI: "On the 21
st
 of May, a demonic phantom of 

incredible size... for before sunset, there appeared in the air over the whole country chariots and 

armed troops coursing through the clouds and surrounding the cities."  {Contributed by Thon} 

 

80 AD:  

From Conrad Wolfhart, Lycothenes (medieval reporter/writer): "When the Roman emperor 

Agricola was in Scotland, wondrous flames were seen in the skies over Caledon Wood, all one 

winter night.  Everywhere the air burned.  And on many nights when the weather was serene, a 

ship was seen in the air moving fast." 

 

98 AD:  

 

 

From Conrad Wolfhart, Lycothenes (medieval 

reporter/writer): "At sunset, a burning shield passed over the 

sky at Rome.  It came sparkling from the West and passed 

over to the East."   

 

 

 

 

398 AD:  

 

 

Byzantine Empire: "A thing like a burning globe 

presenting a sword shown brilliantly in the sky over the city.  

It seemed almost to touch the earth from the zenith. Such a 

thing was never recorded to have been seen before by man." 

 

 

776 AD:  

From an old chronicle by W. R. Drake:  "Those watching outside in that place -- of whom 

many still live to this very day -- saw they beheld the likeness of 2 large shields, reddish in color 

in motion above the church.  And when the pagans who were outside saw this sign, they were at 

once thrown into confusion and terrified with fear and began to flee from the castle." 

 

810 AD:  

Charlemagne: St. Gregory of Tours, a historian, wrote of Charlemagne: "Alcuin -- the 

secretary and biographer of Charlemagne and author of the Vita karoli -- states in the 32
nd
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chapter of his work, that in 810 when he was on his way from Aachen, he saw a large sphere 

descend like lightning from the sky.  It traveled from east to west and was so bright it made the 

monarch's horse rear up so that Charlemagne fell and injured himself severely." 

 

1235:  

General Yoritsume was at military camp with his unit on September 24, 1235 when a most 

extraordinary phenomenon was sighted.  Through the night and into the early morning, lights in 

the sky were seen swinging, circling, and looping.  General Yoritsume had some astronomers 

working for him investigate this phenomenon.  They came up with perhaps the first explanation 

offered for UFOs.  "The whole thing is completely natural, General.  It is only the wind making 

the stars sway".  {Compiled by Danny Brown} 

 

1239 AD:  

England: From Matthew of Paris: "On July 24, 1239 at dusk (but not when the stars came 

out), while the air was clear, serene and shining, a great star appeared.  It was like a torch, rising 

from the South, and flying on both sides of it, there was emitted in the height of the sky a very 

great light.  It turned quickly towards the North in the aery region.  Not quickly nor, indeed, with 

speed.  But exactly as it wished to ascend to a place high in the air." 

 

1254 AD:  

 

January 1, From Matthew of Paris:  At midnight in the 

clear and serene sky with the stars shining and the Moon 8 

days old, there suddenly appeared in the sky a kind of large 

ship, elegantly shaped, and well-equipped of marvelous color.  

Certain monks of St. Albans saw it for a long time, as if it 

were painted, and a ship made of planks, but finally it began 

to disappear."   

 

 

1290:  

Byland, North Yorkshire: From William of Newburghs Chronicle: "While the abbot and 

monks were in the refectorium, a flat round, shining, silvery object (discus) flew over the abbey 

and caused the utmost terror." 

 

1332:  

Uxbridge: Nov. 4; From Robert of Reading: "In the first hours of the night, there was seen in 

the skies over Uxbridge, England a pillar of fire the size of a small boat, pallid, and livid in color.  

It rose from the South, crossed the sky with a slow and grave motion, and went North.  Out of 

the front of the pillar, a fervent red flame burst forth with great beams of light.  Its speed 

increased and it flew through the air." 

 

1492 AD, October 11, 10:00 PM:  

From The Life and Voyages of Christopher Columbus: Christopher Columbus and Pedro 

Gutierrez while on the deck of the Santa Maira observed "a light glimmering at a great distance."  

It vanished and reappeared several times during the night, moving up-and-down "in sudden and 

passing gleams."  It was sighted 4 hours before land was sighted and taken by Columbus as a 

sign they would soon come to land.  {Contributed by Thon} 
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1528:  

At the Siege of Utrecht in Holland: " A cruel and strange sight was seen in the sky, which 

terrified the townspeople and made the enemy think that he would get the city.  It was the form 

of a Burgundian cross right over the city, high in the sky, yellow in color, and fearful to behold."  

 

1554:  

March 10: France: "There appeared between 6 and 8 pm about the Moon a burning fire, 

emitting a great noise, what seemed to be the point of a lance, turning form side-to-side, from 

East-to-West, casting out flames on all sides." 

 

1643:  

March 11: England, from the diarist, John Evelyn: "I must not forget what amazed us 

exceedingly the night before -- namely, a shining cloud in the air in a shape resembling a sword, 

the point reaching to the North.  It was as bright as the Moon, the rest of the sky being very 

serene.  It began about 11 at night and vanished not till about 1:00, being seen by all the south of 

England." 

 

1742:  

December 16: From an account by a Fellow of the Royal Society, England:  "I was crossing 

St. James park when a light rose from behind the trees and houses from the South and West, 

which at first I thought was a rocket of large size.  But when it rose 20 degrees, it moved parallel 

to the horizon but waved like this {the speaker drew an undulating line} and went on in the 

direction of North-by-East.  It seemed very near.  Its motion was very slow.  I had it for about 

half-a-mile in view.  A light flame was turned backwards by the resistance the air made to it.  

From one of burning charcoal.  That end was a frame like bars of iron, and quite opaque in my 

sight. 

 

At one point on the longitudinal frame or cylinder, it issued a train in the shape of a tail of 

light more bright at one point on the rod or cylinder so that it was transparent for more than half 

of its length.  The head of this strange object seemed about a half-a-degree in diameter, and the 

tail near 3 degrees in length."  

 

1700s:  

United States Indians: In the U.S., there is an 18
th

 century Indian legend about luminous 

humanoid beings who paralyzed people with a small tube.  In variations of these tales, Indian 

women were even said to have married a couple of these "star people". 

 

1790:  France 

 

 

During the summer, Police Inspector Liabeuf 

witnessed and investigated a large red globe as it flew 

over farmland.  The globe landed and a man came out and 

spoke in a language none understood.  The globe then 

exploded and the man disappeared.  The event was 

witnessed by many and is well documented.  {Compiled 

by Danny Brown} 
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1870:  

From the log/account of a ship's captain (F.W. Banner): "The sailors saw a remarkable object 

or cloud in the sky.  It was a cloud of circular form with an included semi-circle divided into four 

parts, the central dividing shaft beginning at the center of the circle and extending far outward, 

and then curving backward.  The thing traveled from a point 20 degrees above the horizon to a 

point about 80 degrees above.  Then it settled down to the Northeast, having appeared from the 

South, Southeast.  It came up obliquely against the wind and finally settled down in the wind's 

eye.  For half-an-hour, this form was visible.  Then it finally did disappear"  

 

1878: 

 

Flying saucers: The term "saucer" was used by a Texan farmer to describe an object seen 

over his farm.  The term was popularized in 1948 when Kenneth Arnold saw a formation of 

objects over the Cascade Mountains of Washington State and described them as moving like a 

saucer would if you skipped it across water.  This image inspired a local reporter to coin the term 

"flying saucer".  {compiled by Joel Arys} 

 

Persian Gulf 1880  

Members of the crew of the British India Company's steamship 'Patna' witnessed 2 large 

luminous wheels each estimated to be 500-to-600 meters in diameter.  The wheels were spinning 

one on each side of the ship, and the spokes touching the ship.  The sighting lasted 20 minutes 

and was witnessed by Captain Avern, Third Officer Manning, and Lee Fort Brace.  {Compiled by 

Danny Brown} 

 

1883: Mexico 

This sighting is the first photographed UFO sightings.  At the Zacatecas Observatory, Jose 

A.Y. Bonilla sighted several hundred discs and like objects crossing the Sun.  Similar sightings 

occurred the following day.  {Compiled by Danny Brown} 

 

1893: North China Sea 

In February of 1893, the ship H.M.S. Carolina was sailing in the North China Sea when a 

report from an officer of unusual light activity in the sky came to the attention of Captain J.N. 

Norcross.  The officer told Captain Norcross that the lights appeared sometimes in a huge mass, 

others spread out in unusual patterns.  He said that they resembled Chinese lanterns set between 

the masts of a ship.  The next night, these strange lights reappeared but with a reddish glow and 

emanating small amounts of smoke.  {Compiled by Danny Brown} 

 

1897:  

Sworn Statement from an Alexander Hamilton at his farm in LeRoy, Kansas:  "Last night 

about 10:30, we were awakened by a noise among the cattle.  

I arose, thinking that perhaps my bulldog was performing 

his pranks.  But upon going to the door, I saw to my utter 

astonishment that an airship was slowly descending upon 

my cow lot, about 40 rods from the house." 

 

Hamilton also described it as a cigar-shaped portion 

about 300 feet long with a carriage underneath.  The 

carriage was of some transparent material.  It was brightly 

lighted within.  It contained 6 on the strangest beings he had 

ever seen. 
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1908 - Siberia  

A mysterious fireball exploded over Tunguska in Siberia, creating shock waves felt miles 

away and setting 1,200 acres on fire.  In 1927, Russian scientists first visit the sight of the blast. 

They find no meteorite fragments but discover unusually high levels of radioactivity in the 

Tunguska soil.  Speculation centers on the theory that a crippled alien spacecraft's nuclear 

reactor exploded on impact.  This incident is thought to be the first modern crash by alien 

spacecraft.  {compiled by Joel Arys} 

 

1915 - Hill 60  

During World War I, a regiment of the British Army -- the 1
st
 4

th
 Norfolk -- disappeared in an 

attempt to take Hill 60 at Suvla Bay near Gallipoli.  In front of 22 witnesses, the regiment -- over 

800 men -- marched into a strange formation of lenticular clouds hovering over Hill 60 and was 

never seen again.  Posted as missing, the regiment was thought to have been captured.  After the 

War, Britain demanded the return of the regiment but the Turks denied any knowledge of the 

regiment's existence.  No trace of the regiment has ever been found.  {compiled by Joel Arys} 

 

1940s  - Japan 

While flying over Japan, Wing Commander D.J. Blakeslee sighted an object he described as 

having red, green, and white lights.  The craft moved rapidly to escape detection.  Blakeslee was 

guided by ground radar.  He was reported to be stable and reliable.  The Air Force officially 

ruled the sighting to be Jupiter although the craft was tracked by radar.  {Compiled by Danny 

Brown} 

 

1942 - Solomon Islands 

Sergeant Stephen Brickner of the US Marine Corps witnessed an extraordinary UFO 

formation.  He estimated the number to around 150 craft, all arranged in a rectangle.  The 

formation was 15 craft long and 10 deep.  Formation sightings have been reported before, but the 

rectangle shape is unique.  {Compiled by Danny Brown} 

 

1942 - Los Angeles, California  

In February of 1942, UFO's were reported flying near Los Angeles, California.  Paul T. 

Collins was one of the main reporting witnesses who had seen these UFOs.  He described them 

as lights moving in a strange manner.  There were also reports from other witnesses stating that 

they had seen extremely large UFOs around the same times as Mr. Collins.  {compiled by Danny 

Brown} 

 

1947 - Italy 

In August of 1947, an Italian artist by the name of Rapuzzi Johannis was taking a leisurely 

walk in the mountains between Italy and Yugoslavia.  He saw just in front of him a red glowing 

saucer.  This saucer was about 30 feet wide, and it was accompanied by 2 small dwarf-like 

creatures.  These creatures had very large heads with green faces -- sort of resembling that of a 

fish.  They also had a circle around each eye.  Apparently one of the creatures had hit Johannis 

with an electrical ray which left him very weak and almost paralyzed.  After this incident, the 

creatures ignored the Johannis and left.  {Compiled by Danny Brown} 

 

1947 - Lake Mead, Nevada 

On June 28 while cruising at 6,000 feet, U.S. Air Force pilot Lieutenant Armstrong witnessed 

6 discs flying in formation.  {Compiled by Danny Brown} 



 7 

 

1947 - Mount Rainier, Washington 

On June 24, Kenneth Arnold was on an aerial search 

for a crashed C-46 marine transport plane when he saw 9 

objects flying in formation.  He estimated their speed at 

1,300-to-1,700 mph, distance at 23 miles, and length of 

formation to be 5 miles.  Also in the air at the time was a 

DC-4 which Arnold used as a point of reference to 

estimate the size of individual discs.  He estimated the 

size as two thirds the size of the DC-4.  This sighting 

was not corroborated by radar or witnesses but did 

attract media attention and public interest.  {Compiled by 

Danny Brown} 

 

1947 - White Sands, New Mexico 

On June 29, C.J. Zohn stationed at White Sands Proving Grounds in New Mexico watched a 

huge, silver, circular disc at a height of 10,000 feet above the installation.  This sighting was just 

days after Kenneth Arnold's sighting which publicized the UFO phenomenon.  {Compiled by 

Danny Brown} 

 

1952 - Veronica, Argentina  

Hundreds of residents of Veronica, Argentina witnessed 6 discs circling above the town, then 

disappearing into the night sky.  This sighting was written hours of a similar report from Captain 

Paul Carpenter near Denver.  Carpenter reported the craft was traveling at 3,000 mph hour, 

making it possible for the saucer to have appeared in both locations.  {compiled by Joel Arys} 

 

This material has been reprinted in part from UFO HISTORY, where even more historical 

information on UFOs can be found. Their main webpage, NIGHTWATCH is located here. 

 

 

2.  September, 1865:Missouri or Montana, U.S. 

(http://www.rense.com/general16/histufocrashing.htm ) 

A STRANGE STORY - REMARKABLE DISCOVERY 

the Missouri Democrat, October 19, 1865 

Mr. James Lumley -- an old Rocky Mountain trapper who has been stopping at the Everett 

House for several days -- makes a most remarkable statement to us and one which -- if 

authenticated -- will produce the greatest excitement in the scientific world. 

 

"Mr. Lumley states that about the middle of last September, he was engaged in trapping in 

the mountains about 75-or-100 above the Great Falls of the Upper Missouri and in the 

neighborhood of what is known as Cadotte Pass.  Just after sunset one evening, he beheld a 

bright luminous body in the heavens which moved with great rapidity in an easterly direction.  It 

was plainly visible for at least 5 seconds when it suddenly separated into particles, resembling -- 

as Mr. Lumley describes it -- the bursting of a sky-rocket in the air.  A few minutes later, he 

heard a heavy explosion which jarred the earth very perceptibly.  This was shortly after followed 

by a rushing sound like a tornado sweeping through the forest.  A strong wind sprang up about 

the same time, but suddenly subsided.  The air was also filled with a peculiar odor of a sulfurous 

character. 

 

http://www.channel1.com/users/cci/history.htm
http://www.channel1.com/users/cci/
http://www.rense.com/general16/histufocrashing.htm
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These incidents would have made a slight impression on the mind of Mr. Lumley but for the 

fact that on the ensuing day, he discovered -- at the distance of about 2 miles from his camping 

place -- that as far as he could see in either direction, a path had been cut through the forest, 

several rods wide-giant trees uprooted or broken off near the ground- the tops of hills shaved off 

and the earth plowed up in many places.  Great and widespread havoc was everywhere visible. 

 

Following up this track of desolation, he soon ascertained the cause of it in the shape of an 

immense stone driven into the side of a mountain.  An examination of this stone -- or so much of 

it as was visible -- showed that it was divided into compartments that in various places it was 

carved with curious hieroglyphics. More than this, Mr. Lumley also discovered fragments of a 

substance resembling glass and here-and-there dark stains, as though caused by a liquid.  He is 

confident that the hieroglyphics are the work of human hands and that the stone itself -- although 

but a fragment of an immense body -- must have been used for some purpose by animated 

beings. 

 

Strange as this story appears, Mr. Lumley relates it with so much sincerity that we are forced 

to accept it as true.  It is evident that the stone which he discovered was a fragment of the meteor 

which was visible in this section in September last.  It will be remembered that it was seen in 

Leavenworth, Galena, and in this city by Col. Bonneville.  At Leavenworth, it was seen to 

separate into particles or explode. 

 

Astronomers have long held that it is probable that the heavenly bodies are inhabited -- even 

the comets -- and it may be that the meteors are also.  Possibly meteors could be used as a means 

of conveyance by the inhabitants of other planets in exploring space.  And it may be that 

hereafter some future Columbus from Mercury or Uranus may land on this planet by means of a 

meteoric conveyance and take full possession thereof as did the Spanish navigators of the New 

World in 1492, and eventually drive what is known as the "human race" into a condition of the 

most abject servitude.  It has always been a favorite theory with many that there must be a race 

superior to us.  And this may at some future time be demonstrated in the manner we have 

indicated. 

 

[Comment ] 

 

From Dan Ahrens Dahrens@wpcs.net  11-1-1  

 

Hi Jeff,  

 

The 1865 UFO crash was actually in Montana and probably in 1864, given that Mr. Lumley 

had to travel to St. Louis.  I had researched this several years back and the information is here: 

http://www.iuser.iwarp.com/main/cadotte.htm  

 

Thanks,  

Dan Ahrens  

Dahrens@wpcs.net  

www.iuser.iwarp.com   

 

http://www.iuser.iwarp.com/main/cadotte.htm
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3.  December, 1896: Forbestown, California  (http://www.rense.com/general16/histairss.htm ) 

Air Ship at Forbestown 

Oroville Daily Register, December 3, 1896 

Harry P. Stow was in town yesterday from Forbestown and said that one of his most reliable 

and trustworthy men at the Goldbank mine -- Thos. E. Goyne -- was positive that he saw the 

airship on Sunday evening. 

 

It was a little after 7 o'clock when Mr. Goyne saw the bright light carried at the bow of the 

"aerial".  After watching it a moment, he observed that it to rose and fell and did not remain 

stationary like a star.  He ran into his house and called Mrs. Anson, who came out to satisfy 

herself.  And she was so convinced that she called the Rev. Mr. Kiest who studied the floating 

light attentively. 

 

Then Mr. Goyne ran down into the town and in a few moments, half the people in 

Forbestown were straining their eyes and craning their necks noting the position and the 

movements of the mysterious moving light.  It seemed to have a wave-like or oscillating 

movement and this was observed by fully 100 people.  

 

Mr. Stow did not see the light himself, but said the gentleman who first observed it felt 

confident that it was the mysterious visitor that has been floating over Sacramento Valley. 

 

 

4.  December, 1896: Pine Hut, Nevada, U.S.  (http://www.rense.com/general16/histmetal.htm ) 

A WONDERFUL METAL:  Is It Used in the Newly-Discovered Air Ship? 

Oroville Daily Register, December 3, 1896 

It will be remembered that some years ago a man discovered a wonderful metal in Pine Nut, 

Nevada.  This peculiar metal was contained in clay and the man discovered it by using some of 

the clay for a back to his stove.  Some hours after building a fire in the stove, he found that the 

back had disappeared and in place of it was a clear white metal with scarcely any weight to it. 

 

Now the man who discovered and used that metal was in Oroville yesterday.  In fact, he has 

been here a number of days.  He does not want his name published, but we met him and talked 

with him for 15-or-20 minutes.  We do not know, of course, whether he has anything to do with 

this mysterious air ship or not.  But if there was any truth in the report of the wonderful metal 

discovery, it is possible that he has kept the secret and used the new metal in constructing this 

wonderful floating ship. 

 

 

5.  1930s: Glenwood, Washington, U.S.  (http://www.rense.com/general11/wash.htm ) 

(My thanks to Paul for sharing this story. -JR)  

 

When I was younger, my grandfather told me a story about an object that would play havoc 

with some of the local ranchers.  In the early to mid-1930s, a growing number of local ranchers 

had to run for there lives because of the flying objects that would chase them.  Usually the only 

way they would get away was to bail off their horse into a ditch. 

 

My grandfather grew up in a little town called Glenwood, Washington when he came in sight 

of one of these objects.  These are his own words of what happened … 

 

http://www.rense.com/general16/histairss.htm
http://www.rense.com/general16/histmetal.htm
http://www.rense.com/general11/wash.htm
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"I was heading east to the Kuhnhausen house to help out in the fields.  The route 

that I chose took me through some trees and over a couple of ridges.  When I got to 

the second ridge, I suddenly noticed that it was quiet.  I mean no wind, no birds, no 

nothing! 

 

"That is when a shadow came over me blocking the Sun out entirely!  I looked 

up into the sky to see a huge rectangular object above.  What struck me the most 

was the smaller rectangle on the bottom that would reflect the ground like a mirror.  

The object slowed down, and 3 little (balls of) lights came out of a little opening 

beside the large mirror.  They made a beeline straight for me! 

 

"By this time, I was so scared that I had a hard time moving.  I got myself 

turned around and started to run.  And I noticed that I couldn't seem to move very 

fast -- almost like I was running on a sponge.  My feet would move, but everything 

else felt like I was being pulled backwards.  At that time those little lights shot by 

my head and around a tree and up out-of-sight.  Right when they did that, I could 

move again.  And that's what I did!  I did not stop until I was in the root cellar under 

my house.  I never took that route again!" 

 

My grandfather passed away several years ago.  But I wrote this all down just before he died.  

I have heard other stories from different people about this object.  And almost all of them 

describe the UFO almost exactly the same. 

 

My grandfather said that the object had to be at least a mile long and a half-mile wide by its 

position to the mountains and by the shadow that it cast.  I have found about 10-to-12 other 

people who have seen it or know of a person who has. 

 

Most of the other stories that I have heard were of people being chased by little balls of light 

-- in some cases for miles!  At one point nobody even wanted to leave their house because of fear 

they would be chased. 

 

I do hope you can use this information in the future.  I figured that you -- of all people -- 

would appreciate a good and strange story from the past. 

 

Thanks for your program! 

Paul Jefferies 

6-27-1 

 

 

6.  February 25, 1942: Los Angeles  (http://www.rense.com/ufo/battleofla.htm ) 

1942 'Battle Of Los Angeles' 

Biggest Mass Sighting In History? 

New Photo Analysis! 

Wednesday, February 25, 1942 

by Jeff Rense 

 

5 years before Roswell, 5 years before pilot Kenneth Arnold's landmark sightings of "flying 

saucers" in the Pacific Northwest, 3 years before the Battle of the Bulge, 2 years before D-Day, 

and years before the so-called "modern UFO era" had officially begun, there was the 'Battle of 

Los Angeles' -- arguably the most sensational, dramatic UFO mass encounter on record. 

 

http://www.rense.com/ufo/battleofla.htm
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Have you ever heard of the Battle of Los Angeles?  Few have.  Imagine a visiting spacecraft 

from another world (or dimension) hovering over a panicked and blacked-out LA in the middle 

of the night just weeks after Pearl Harbor at the height of WWII fear and paranoia.  Imagine how 

this huge ship -- assumed to be some unknown Japanese aircraft -- was then attacked as it hung 

nearly stationary over Culver City and Santa Monica by dozens of Army anti-aircraft batteries 

firing nearly 2,000 rounds of 12 pound, high explosive shells in full view of hundreds of 

thousands of residents.  Imagine all of that … and you have an idea of what was the 'Battle of 

Los Angeles'. 

 

The sudden appearance of the enormous round object triggered all of LA and most of 

Southern California into an immediate wartime blackout with thousands of Air Raid Wardens 

scurrying all over the darkened city while the drama unfolded in the skies above...  A drama 

which would result in the deaths of 6 people and the raining of shell fragments on homes, streets, 

and buildings for miles around. 

 

Dozens of gun crews and searchlights of the Army's 37
th

 Coast Artillery Brigade easily 

targeted the huge ship which hung like a surreal magic lantern in the clear, dark winter sky over 

the "City of the Angels".  Few in the city were left asleep after the Coastal Defense gunners 

commenced firing hundreds -and-hundreds of rounds up toward the glowing ship which was 

apparently first sighted as it hovered above such west side landmarks as the MGM studios in 

Culver City.  The thump of the batteries and the ignition of the aerial shells reverberated from 

one end of LA to the other as the gun crews easily landed scores of what many termed "direct 

hits".... but all to no avail.  Here now, is what the night skies of LA looked like at the height of 

the firing.... 

 

 
New 7-24-00 photo enhancements and anaylsis shows the huge craft caught in the 

converging spotlights! 
 

Pay close attention to the convergence of the searchlights and you will clearly see the shape 

of the visitor within the illuminated target area.  It's a BIG item and seemed completely oblivious 

to the hundreds of AA shells bursting on and adjacent to it which caused it no evident dismay. 

There were casualties, however...on the ground.  At least 6 people died as a direct result of the 

http://www.rense.com/general27/battle.htm
http://www.rense.com/general27/battle.htm
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Army's attack on the UFO which slowly and leisurely made its way down to and then over Long 

Beach before finally moving off and disappearing. 

 

In February 1942, Katie was a young, beautiful, and highly-successful interior decorator and 

artist who worked with many of Hollywood's most glamorous celebrities and film industry 

luminaries.  She lived on the west side of Los Angeles, not far from Santa Monica.  With the 

outbreak of the war with Japan and the rising fear of a Japanese air attack, or even invasion of 

the West Coast, thousands of residents volunteered for wartime duties on the home front.  Katie 

volunteered to become an Air Raid Warden as did 12,000 other residents in the sprawling city of 

Los Angeles and surrounding communities. 

 

In the early morning hours of February 25, Katie's phone rang.  It was the Air Raid 

supervisor in her district notifying her of an alert and asking if she had seen the object in the sky 

very close to her home.  She immediately walked to a window and looked up.  "It was huge!  It 

was just enormous!  And it was practically right over my house.  I had never seen anything like it 

in my life!" she said.  "It was just hovering there in the sky and hardly moving at all." 

 

With the city blacked out, Katie and hundreds of thousands of others were able to see the 

eerie visitor with spectacular clarity.  "It was a lovely pale orange and about the most beautiful 

thing you've ever seen.  I could see it perfectly because it was very close.  It was big!"  

 

The U.S. Army anti-aircraft searchlights by this time had the object completely covered.  

"They sent fighter planes up (the Army denied any of its fighters were in action).  I watched 

them in groups approach it and then turn away.  There were shooting at it, but it didn't seem to 

matter." 

 

Katie is insistent about the use of planes in the attack on the object.  The planes were 

apparently called off after several minutes, and then the ground cannon opened up.  "It was like 

the Fourth of July, but much louder.  They were firing like crazy but they couldn't touch it."  The 

attack on the object lasted over half-an-hour before the visitor eventually disappeared from sight.  

Many eyewitnesses talked of numerous "direct hits" on the big craft but no damage was seen 

done to it. 

 

"I'll never forget what a magnificent sight it was.  Just marvelous.  And what a gorgeous 

color!", said Katie. 

 

 

7.  July 7, 1947: (http://www.rense.com/general11/atom.htm ) 

US Planes Hunting Discs - Russian Tells Of 'Atom Saucers' 

FBI Probes Story Of Soviet Ship Officer 

The Milwaukee Sentinel   July 7, 1947 

Los Angeles, July 6 (Special) -- Federal agents today investigated a letter to the Examiner 

describing Russian supersonic atom-powered planes resembling the "flying saucers". 

 

A top-flight atomic scientist to whom the Examiner referred the letter said it was "not all 

nonsense," and suggested the matter be turned over to the FBI.  The letterwriter said that he got 

the information from an officer aboard a Russian tanker recently in Los Angeles harbor. 

 

KILLED EVEN WORMS 

 

http://www.rense.com/general11/atom.htm
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The Russian, he said, also described experiments with controlled radioactive clouds in the 

Artic where birds, animals, and even worms were killed. 

 

The planes -- as described by the Russian to the writer -- are only <? inches thick with a 

kidney-shaped outline and no propellers.  The pilot lies on his stomach and is artificially cooled 

against the heat developed by the air friction. 

 

"The outer surface is highly polished," the Russian said.  Both upper and lower surfaces are 

convex like a giant lens.  The lifting force is an entirely different principal found about 10 years 

ago among unpublished papers of a Russian chemist. 

 

"Energy is needed for climbing.  But no energy is needed when the airplane goes along the 

earth's gravitational contour lines." 

 

The writer of the strange letter said he met the Russian in Wilmington and -- because he 

wanted to hear about Russia -- he invited him to dinner.  The Russian first asked where he could 

sell 18 polar bear pelts which he received "for very dangerous work".  He said he had been 

assigned to go over the route of the radioactive cloud near Lake Bakai (or Baykai ) and pick up 

dead animals. 

 

ALL LIFE DESTROYED 

 

"They loaded a few small ships with all kinds of animals and directed the cloud over them," 

the writer said.  "During this experiment, a violent storm blew the cloud far north over the 

tundra.  Bt before it dissipated, it destroyed all life in its way." 

 

"The cloud may be controlled from land, from a plane, or from a robot-piloted leader."  As I 

understand it, the control is based on electromagnetic waves.  The cloud has 2 components -- the 

carrier and the killer. 

 

 

8.  August 15, 1947: Twin Falls, Idaho  (http://www.rense.com/general10/ros.htm ) 

Flying Saucer Reported Flashing Down Canyon At 100 Miles Per Hour - Two Others Seen 

Twin Falls Times-News by John Brosnan 

Just as Magic Valley and the Nation were starting to let go of lampposts after reeling under a 

weiter of flying saucer reports, 2 more Twin Falls county men revived speculation on the 

mystery with vivid descriptions of discs they saw. 

 

From A. C. Urie who operates the Auger Falls Trout Farm, 6 miles west of Blue Lakes 

Ranch to Snake River Canyon, came perhaps the most detailed account of any of the fast flying 

objects the Nation has yet produced. 

 

The flying saucer Urie saw was skimming along through Snake River Canyon at a height of 

about 75 feet at 1:00 pm Wednesday.  At 9:30 am the same day, L. W. Hawkins -- Twin Falls 

county commissioner and former county sheriff -- also saw 2 circular objects soaring along at 

great speeds near Salmon Dam 40 miles southwest of Twin Falls.  

 

Here is Urie's eye-witness description of the flying discs seen by him and his sons Keith, 8, 

and Billy,10: 

 

http://www.rense.com/general10/ros.htm
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"I obtained a close-up view of the flying saucer as it passed the trout farm at 

1:00pm August 13
th

 going down Snake River Canyon at a height of about 75 feet 

from the canyon floor.  I would estimate the speed about a 100 miles per hour." 

 

Urie explained that the incident occurred while the 2 boys were coming across the river from 

the north side in a boat.  He had become concerned about what was delaying them and walked 

toward the river to see if they were all right. 

 

"I had a side view of a distance of about 300 feet and almost was level with the 

thing," he continued.  "Two of my boys -- Keith and Billy -- were below me and 

they also saw it at about a right angle.  They both a lower and a side view, and we 

were staring at it from the north side of the facing toward the north.  The boys saw 

it coming from about a half-a-mile up the canyon.  We all lost site of it in less then 

a mile." 

 

While the impression was still vivid in their minds, the three all got together and made rough 

sketches of what they had seen.  These in turn were the basis of the artist conception of the 

strange affair by Vic Goertson of Twin Falls for the Times-News. 

 

[paragraph illegible] 

 

"The canyon floor underneath at that particular point was that it rode up-and-

down over the hills and hollows at a speed indicating some type of control faster 

then the reflexes of man.  It is my opinion that it is guided by some type of 

instruments and must be powered by atomic energy as it made very little noise-just 

a s-w-i-s-h when it passed by." 

 

Urie described the size as about 20 feet long by 10 feet high and 10 feet wide, giving it an 

oblong shape.  It might be described as looking at an inverted pie-plate or broad-brimmed straw 

hat that been compressed from 2 sides. 

 

Pressed for his opinion of just what it was, he said he was convinced there was something to 

this "flying saucer" situation.  "I know a number of people who have also seen them.  And I 

know now that they're not just imagining seeing these things or trying to get their names in the 

paper. 

 

"I do know that it scared the boys, and made me feel uneasy," he added. 

 

Tracing down a rumor that county commissioner Hawkins had seen an unusual object in the 

air on the same day as Urie's experience, the Times-News called him at his Filer home. 

 

"Yes I did," he replied without hesitation.  "I'll have to admit that I've been skeptical all along 

until I saw it with my own eyes.  I can't say what it was.  But I can say there is something in the 

air." 

 

Hawkins related that while at Salmon dam Wednesday morning, a sound resembling that of 

an echo of a motor caused him to look upward.  And there he saw two circular objects that 

reflected light.  They were traveling at a great speed and higher then most airplanes, according to 

Hawkins. 

 

Aside from this, he declined to add details except to say, "There's something in the air." 
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His general description, however, corresponded closely to hundreds of persons who reported 

seeing "flying saucers" after Kenneth Arnold, Boise businessman, touched a deluge by telling of 

coming upon 9 disc-like objects while he was flying in his private plane in Washington. 

 

Thereafter the Nation became increasingly "flying saucer" conscious creating a state of mind 

for 4 teenage Twin Falls boys to cause a mild sensation when they built a model flying disc and 

tossed in a local yard July 10
th

.  This was subsequently revealed as a hoax following the 

investigation by the Army and the FBI. 

 

Thereafter the saucer reports tapered off into a few scattered incidents until the question was 

revived by this week's occurrences. 

 

Speculation has ranged from mention that the discs could be Army/Navy guided missile 

experiments.  Or they could be experiments by some foreign country to something out of this 

world. 

 

What ever they are, a lot of people have seen something. 

 

 

9.  May 13, 1949: Lynchburg, Virginia  (http://www.rense.com/general11/atit.htm ) 

"These Flying Discs Are At It Again, Virginians Report" 

The Lynchburg Advance 

Zounds!  Here we go again!  Interplanetary spaceship?  Visitor from Mars?  A new Russian 

rocketship?  Air-going submarine?  Just take your choice, your guess is as good as the next one 

according to reports of various sections of Virginia and Tennessee on last night's strange 

phenomenon. 

 

What it was , where it came from, and where it was going -- no one knows.  But even the 

Civil Aeronautics Administration officials were puzzled and had no answer. 

 

Whatever the thing was, it resembled along cigar with a bright red nose and trailing smoke.  

Reports coinciding with the description came from localities along an almost direct line through 

Tennessee and Virginia and seemed sufficient to convince even the most skeptical that what the 

callers had said they had seen was no figment of the imagination. 

 

The descriptions generally indicated the object came over the southwest horizon and 

resembled a streak of fire.  There seemed to be red lights or a powerful red glow in the nose of 

the object.  Far back at the tail, there was fire and smoke. 

 

The first report came from Roanoke about 8 o'clock when J.S. Mays and W.F. Mullins -- 

both of that city -- said they noticed the object. 

 

"It looked like a streak of fire," said Mays, "and appeared to be going almost straight up and 

was stepping on it." 

   

Suddenly, he said, it appeared to level off and head eastward, resembling "a snake wriggling 

on water." 

 

http://www.rense.com/general11/atit.htm
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Other reports followed from Kingsport, Tenn., Bristol, Pulaski, Christianburg, and points 

west of Roanoke. 

 

William C. Flanik -- chief aircraft communicator, CAA, at Preston Glenn airport -- said none 

of the Lynchburg tower men had sighted any unusual objects in the sky. 

 

 

10.  October 4, 1967: Nova Scotia  (http://www.rense.com/general6/truthoutthere.htm ) 

By Pat Lee <plee@herald.ns.ca>, The Halifax Herald Limited, 12/16/2000 

On Oct. 4, many Nova Scotians saw something strange flying through the sky with flashing 

lights. 

 

The mysterious object plunged into the water off Shag Harbour, leading fishermen and the 

Royal Canadian mounted Policeto rush out in a frantic attempt to find survivors.  But by the time 

boats arrived on the scene, all that was found was a mysterious yellow foam that smelled like 

burned sulfur although a dark object was later spotted moving out to sea (insert "Twilight Zone" 

music here). 

 

Some 33 years later, the Shag Harbour UFO story continues to fascinate believers and 

skeptics alike, mainly because of the number of credible eyewitness accounts and the official 

documentation that has been unearthed.  So it's not surprising that the story has lived on in books 

and most recently has become the subject of a documentary by local filmmaker Michael 

MacDonald.  Airing Sunday at 5 p.m. on cable's "Space: The Imagination Station", the hour-long 

"The Shag Harbour UFO Story" brings together eyewitnesses and pieces together the X-Files 

tale, which started that October night when those mysterious lights were seen around the 

province. 

 

Among those who spotted the odd sight from Dartmouth was then 12-year-old Chris Styles, 

who subsequently heard the same story from his grandfather who lived in Shag Harbour.  "I 

literally felt cold inside," Styles says of seeing the glowing object that night.  [SS:" from 

http://www.rense.com/ufo6/canadaufos%5Fu.htm : American navy vessels appeared, 

divers recovered something and mysterious green foam was seen on the water, but there 

was never a satisfactory explanation.] 

 

Also interviewed in the film is Don Ledger, who has written extensively about the case with 

Styles.  The pair's research provided the framework for MacDonald's film, produced by Halifax-

based Ocean Entertainment. 

 

Also providing input on the incident is local fisherman Laurie Wickens, who also saw the 

strange lights that night, along with fisherman Lawrence Smith.  Adding to the intrigue is a 

photograph taken by Wilber Eisnor, which shows coloured lights glowing in the sky. 

 

All fascinating stuff made all the more interesting by government documents, comic book 

illustrations, the usual jazz about cover-ups, and interviews with folks who prefer to have their 

voices altered and to be filmed in silhouette. 

 

Of course, no one knows what really happened in Shag Harbour.  But speculation abounds -- 

particularly since the event occurred at the height of the Cold War and the fact that nearby CFS 

Shelburne was a top-secret submarine detection base. 

 

http://www.rense.com/general6/truthoutthere.htm
http://www.rense.com/ufo6/canadaufos_u.htm


 17 

There's something to make every conspiracy theorist happy.  MacDonald and producer 

Johanna Eliot have done a nice job in touching all the mysterious bases, while presenting the 

information in a visually interesting fashion. 

 

It truly is a story that will not die. 

 

 

11.  June 13, 2001  (http://www.rense.com/general11/ciac.htm ) 

The Birth of The CIA - And Flying Saucers 

by Frank Warren 

frank-warren@pacbell.net    6-13-1 

There's been a lot of speculation on the irony of the "birth of the CIA" in September, 1947, 

(formerly, The Central Intelligence Group) coinciding with all the "flying saucer activity" 

beginning in June of that year starting with Kenneth Arnold's sighting over Mt Rainier to the 

"crashed discs" in the area of Roswell, New Mexico. 

 

Some have claimed that the sole purpose in creating the CIA was to investigate the "flying 

saucer" phenomenon.  That, of course, is not the case.  [CIG and then CIA were born primarily 

out of the realization of the importance of a "post-War" intelligence gathering agency, similar to 

it's "war time" predecessor the OSS, and President Truman's frustration with being out of the 

"intelligence loop" as "Vice President" in addition to the difficulty it had been for him to obtain 

information from the various government departments, each of which seemed "walled off" from 

the others.] 

 

[At that time, by many accounts, he had been surprised to discover how much information 

relating to intelligence and national security matters had been withheld from him.  The most 

dramatic evidence of how ill-informed he was came on his 12
th

 day in office when Secretary-of-

War Henry Stimson briefed him for the first time on the Manhattan (atomic bomb) Project, about 

which Truman had heard only hints while serving as Vice President and on key Senate 

committees.]  David McCullough, Truman (New York: Simon and Shuster, 1992), pp. 376-378. 

 

[It is interesting to note however, that both CIG and the OSS did in fact investigate UFOs 

individually.  The OSS investigated what US pilots had nicknamed "Foo Fighters" (i.e., UFOs 

trailing our aircraft) during World War II, fearing that these objects could be a "new secret 

weapon from either Germany or Japan.  The OSS also investigated possible sightings of German 

V-1 and V-2 rockets before their operational use during the War.]  Jacobs, UFO Controversy, p. 

33  [The Central Intelligence Group -- the predecessor of the CIA -- also monitored reports of 

"ghost rockets" in Sweden in 1946.] CIG, Intelligence Report, 9 April 1947. 

 

The CIA's "official" position on the" investigation of UFOs" from a historical stand point is 

this:  [Although it had "monitored UFO reports for at least 3 years, (1949 to 1952), CIA reacted 

to the new rash of sightings by forming a special study group within the Office of Scientific 

Intelligence (OSI) and the Office of Current Intelligence (OCI) to review the situation.]  Gerald 

K. Haines, National Reconnaissance Office historian, Ralph L. Clark, Acting Assistant Director, 

OSI, memorandum to DDI Robert Amory, Jr., 29 July 1952. OSI and OCI were in the 

Directorate of Intelligence. 

 

Established in 1948, OSI served as the CIA's focal point for the analysis of foreign scientific 

and technological developments.  In 1980, OSI was merged into the Office of Science and 

Weapons Research.  The Office of Current Intelligence (OCI) -- established on 15 January 1951 

http://www.rense.com/general11/ciac.htm
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-- was to provide all-source current intelligence to the President and the National Security 

Council. 

 

Until 1952, one could conclude -- based on these statements -- that the CIA had no "direct 

involvement" in the investigation of "flying saucer," other then a monitoring position of other 

agencies -- i.e., [the Air Force's Project SIGN (initially named Project SAUCER) to collect, 

collate, evaluate, and distribute within the government all information relating to such sightings 

on the premise that UFOs might be real and of national security concern.]  Jacobs, The UFO 

Controversy, p. 156 and Quintanilla, "The Investigation of UFOs," p. 97. 

 

[Amid mounting UFO sightings, the Air Force continued to collect and evaluate UFO data in 

the late 1940s under a new project (GRUDGE) which tried to alleviate public anxiety over UFOs 

via a public relations campaign designed to persuade the public that UFOs constituted nothing 

unusual or extraordinary. UFO sightings were explained as balloons, conventional aircraft, 

planets, meteors, optical illusions, solar reflections, or even "large hailstones".  They 

recommended that the project be reduced in scope because the very existence of Air Force 

official interest encouraged people to believe in UFOs and contributed to a "war hysteria" 

atmosphere.  On 27 December 1949, the Air Force announced the project's termination.]  Air 

Force, Projects GRUDGE and BLUEBOOK Reports 1- 12 (Washington, DC; National 

Investigations Committee on Aerial Phenomena, 1968) and Jacobs, The UFO Controversy, pp. 

50-54. 

 

Now this is where it gets interesting.  There seems to be a contradiction in facts as 

"evidenced" by the "Oral History Interview with Robert B. Landry" given February 28, 1974 by 

James R. Fuchs for Harry S. Truman Library:  (Robert B. Landry was a member of faculty, 

National War College, 1946; Executive Officer to Army Air Force Chief of Staff, General Carl 

Spaatz, 1947; United States Air Force Aide to President Truman, 1948-53). 

 

Subject: UFOs;  Date: 1948  

 

In this time period, the UFO phenomenon was getting quite a bit of play in the 

press, radio, TV, and from miscellaneous other sources.  All manner of objects and 

things were being seen in the sky by people including attempted UFO landings and 

UFO hoverings over isolated areas.  There was even a report of seeing little men 

with big round heads getting in and out of a UFO.  Well, the President -- like any 

other citizen -- is exposed to all these goings on, too. 

 

In any case, I was called one afternoon to come to the Oval Office.  The 

President wanted to see me.  We talked about UFO reports and what might be the 

meaning for all these rather way-out reports of sightings, and the subject in general.  

The President said he hadn't give much serious thought to all these reports.  But at 

the same time, he said if there was any evidence of a strategic threat to the national 

security, the collection and evaluation of UFO data by Central Intelligence 

warranted more intense study and attention at the highest government level. 

 

I was directed to report quarterly to the President after consulting with Central 

Intelligence people as to whether or not any UFO incidents received by them could 

be considered as having any strategic threatening implications at all. 

 

The report was to be made orally by me unless it was considered by Intelligence 

to be so serious or alarming as to warrant a more detailed report in writing.  During 
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the 4½ years in office there, all reports were made orally.  Nothing of substance 

considered credible or threatening to the Country was ever received from 

intelligence.  Note: the Air Force had been charged by the Department of Defense 

with the collection and evaluation of UFO data from all sources such as the other 

services, the National Weather Service, and any other reliable source. 

 

It would appear based on "that interview", that the CIA was "directly involved" in the 

"investigation of UFO's" as early as 1948 -- not 1952 as previously mentioned in the article by 

Gerald K. Haines.  Landry concludes that "nothing of substance considered credible or 

threatening to the Country was ever received from intelligence".  However we know that's not 

true based on Haines' article; [ a massive buildup of sightings over the United States in 1952, 

especially in July, alarmed the Truman administration.  On 19 and 20 July, radarscopes at 

Washington National Airport and Andrews Air Force Base tracked mysterious blips.  On 27 July, 

the blips reappeared.] 

 

Personally, I believe that Landry played no real part in any serious investigation by CIA.  I 

think his role was for appearance sake, unwittingly.  Truman was receiving "intelligence reports" 

on a daily and weekly basis since 1946 from CIG, then CIA beginning in 1947.  There would 

have been no reason for Landry to be involved.  Having said that, remember that "flying saucers" 

were being seen all over the Country and were making headlines coast-to-coast.  Any "lack of 

response" on Truman's part, I think, would have been highly unusual.  So overtly, he tasked 

Landry in his minor role -- to report to the President as to "appease" outward appearances of 

official concern of the "aerial phenomenon". 

 

In conclusion, as more-and-more documents become "declassified", I think we as the Public 

won't be surprised to see the "ever changing" official positions of various government agencies.  

Moreover we've witnessed this in recent years with the Air Force's explanation(s) of the 

"Roswell Incident".  Fortunately with man's advancement in personal technologies (i.e., desktop 

computers, camcorders, and the Internet), it's getting much harder for the Government to pass off 

eye witness sightings of UFO's as mass hysteria, hallucination, swamp gas, ball lightening, or 

heat inversions.  Because of that, this author feels we're coming to the inevitable, eventuality of 

"government disclosure" that we are but a member of a vast galactic society. 

 

© 2001 Frank Warren frank-warren@pacbell.net 
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