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{excerpted from David Darlington's Area 51: The Dreamland Chronicles, ISBN 0-8-50-4777-8.  

Excellent book!  One you should purchase!} 

 

John Andrews (now deceased) was the well-known designer for the Testor model-toy company 

who in 1986 created a stir by releasing a plastic scale-model Stealth fighter (the “F-19”) 3 years before 

the Pentagon had acknowledged the existence of the aircraft.  “The F-19 was the only model we ever did 

that was really ahead of anything,” Andrews said.  “It wasn’t exactly like the F-117, though it did have 

an armament bay on the bottom, 2 F-104 jet engines, and 2 tails angled ‘in’ instead of ‘out’.  It wasn’t all 

straight surfaces, but it did have some faceting.  It came within 3 percent of the actual size of the F-117, 

and the wing-sweep angle was very close.” 

 

“When the model first came out, we were accused of spying, of buying secrets.  The Press was 

calling and we were on television, but nobody was interested in the true story.  That I read a number of 

books, heard some anecdotes, went to air bases where things were supposed to be flying, did research in 

trade magazines on theories of Stealth and how radar was reacting to it.  Then I just put all of that 

together and designed it. 

 

I did have to think a little bit.  Most people don’t take the time or make the effort to do that; they’d 

rather listen to some politician or military guy instead of trusting their own mind.  I try to put myself in 

the same position as the people in Washington.  What kind of weapon would I want to have?  Right now 

I’d like to have a satellite that I could stealth.  And I’d like to launch it from atop of another plane in the 

air, far away, instead of from Kennedy on the East Coast or Vandenberg on the West Coast.  That way 

the enemy would have no idea where it was launched from, so there wouldn’t be picket shifts with radar 

to get an initial track on where the orbit was going.  I’d also like to have the ability to sense radioactive 

material from a remote satellite, look down from the sky, and know the locations where it’s being stored.  

I mentioned something like that once at an aviation and space writers meeting.  An Air Force general 

from Washington looked at me and his eyes rolled up in his head.  He said, ‘Where do you get these 

ideas?  Don’t you ever ask us about anything like this!’  Apparently I had stumbled onto something.  I 

could tell I’d hit a nerve.” 

 

“So that’s what you do:  Build these little scenarios, run them up the flagpole, and see who comes 

along and salutes them or shoots them down or whose eyes roll up in their head as you’re talking to 

them.  Just for the fun of it.  It’s like a jigsaw puzzle.  You get a little piece here and a little piece there 

and, in time, if you gather enough, something may fit together.  This piece over here might not fit that 

one over there, but I don’t want to throw any of them out.” 

 

[StealthSkater note: In the course of an interview with writer Darlington, the subject was the new 

Aurora spyplane and Bob Lazar said he saw its back end while at Area-51.  This afforded the 

opportunity to ask Andrews what he thought of Lazar since a lot of Lazar’s background has come 

to light.  Despite Lazar passing himself off as a physicist, his work at Los Alamos was more of a 

lab technician in the top-secret labs.  He did build a jet car on-his-own.  That eventually cost him 

his job because he was spending too much time working on this prototype and neglecting his lab 

duties.  He didn’t attend MIT or Cal Tech as he claimed.  He agreed to take 4 lie detector tests to 

authenticate his story of back-engineering crashed UFOs at S-4.  He passed 2 and failed 2.  But 

even his harshest critics agree that he is an exceptionally smart guy.  But is he a con artist also?] 
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“Bob is an eccentric, weird duck”, said Jim Goodall.  "But he’s an incredibly brilliant guy.  I’m a 

pretty good judge of character; I’ve interviewed a lot of people involved in Black programs, and from 

sitting down and shooting-the-shit with Bob Lazar, having a cup of coffee, I don’t get the impression 

that what he’s said to me is fabricated.  His story has never changed; he’s never embellished it or added 

anything to it.  So when anybody asks me if I think Bob Lazar is ‘legitimate’, my answer is ‘yes’.” 

 

[SS: Lazar claimed that when he was working on Project Galileo in 1988, this was taking place at 

Area S4 which is separate from the “main” Area-51 and is classified ever higher.  The secret 

hangers housing the discs were built into a side of the Papoose Mountains.]  “I talked to a guy once 

who worked on cruise missiles, and another guy who was a master sergeant in the original F-117 

acceptance program [at Area-51].  They told me they were bored one day and were driving around 

Papoose Mountain, and as they were coming down the dirt road toward Papoose Lake, all-of-a-sudden 

from nowhere they were surrounded by security people.  Their badges and IDs were taken; they were 

held for 30-or-40 minutes, and then they were told to get the hell out of there and don’t come back.” 

 

“I always though UFOs were possible”, continued Andrews.  “There have been lots of reports from 

good people in the military; the stories have been circulating for years.  Personally, I don’t want to close 

off my life to any ideas.”  [Andrews showed Darlington a letter he’d written to Ben Rich in 1986 asking 

his opinion of UFOs.  Lockheed’s fabled ‘Skunk Works’ under the direction of Clarence “Kelly” 

Johnson built and tested the U-2 and SR-71 spyplanes at Area-51.  After Johnson retired, his chief 

propulsion engineer Ben Rich took over as director of ‘Skunk Works’.]  “I am a believer,” Rich had 

responded in the letter, and “so it Kelly Johnson.”  When Andrews asked for clarification -- e.g., was 

Rich referring to man-made or extraterrestrial UFOs? -- Rich replied: “I’m a believer in both categories.  

I feel everything is possible.  Many of our man-made UFOs are Un Funded Opportunities.  In both 

categories, there are a lot of kooks and charlatans.  Be cautions.” 

 

Andrews continued.  “Ben Rich told me twice before he died: ‘We have things at Area-51 that you 

and the best minds in the world won’t even be able to conceive that we have for 30 or 40 years, 

and won’t be made public for another 50!’  And a friend of mind at Lockheed told me, ‘We have 

things in the Nevada desert that are alien to your way of thinking – far beyond anything you see on Star 

Trek.’  One time I interviewed a retired senior master sergeant who had been at Groom Lake 3 different 

times as an Air Force safety specialist.  I got his name through a mutual friend, met him at Nellis, and 

then we went off base.  At first he was real nervous, but when he warmed up he told me, ‘We have 

things in the Nevada desert that are literally out of this world.  Things that would make George Lucas 

envious.’  I know one retired buy who worked at Lockheed for 30 years, most of the time at Area-51.  

He’s very proud of what he’s done, and wants the story of the place to be told so that his grandchildren 

will have some idea of what he was involved in.  In the summer of ’86, I asked him if he believes in 

UFOs.  He said, ‘They absolutely, positively DO exist.’  I said, ‘Can you expand on that?’  And he said, 

‘No, I’ve said too much as it is.’ " 

 

“…when Lazar’s story came out, I thought: Good – lets’ listen to it,” said Andrews.  “I don’t know if 

he’s telling the truth, but I found him to be an interesting guy.  And his story has not changed in all these 

years.  I sent Lazar’s W-2 to a Navy captain who said he’d be happy to verify, but then he never 

answered me.  He could have either verified the W-2 or said Bob Lazar was a liar.  But they won’t do 

that.  That’s what happens with these people.  If you get too close, it just dries up.” 

 

“I took Lazar’s W-2 form to the Office of naval Intelligence in the Pentagon.  The guy at the front 

desk looked at it and took it into his admiral’s office.  A second later the admiral came and told me, ‘I 

don’t know where you got this, but I don’t ever want to see it again – and I’m ordering you to leave this 

office right now.’”  Andrews pulled out another file of correspondence.  On a Department of the Navy 
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letterhead (headquarters, Naval Investigative Service Command), a Captain R.A. Jones agreed in 

January 1991 to confirm the authenticity of Lazar’s ‘Employer’s Identification Number of 46-1007639’.  

2 months later (after some further prompting from Andrews), Jones reported that his inspector general 

had found that the Naval Intelligence Command had not issued the W-2 in question. 

 

“Nonsense, Captain,” Andrews shot back.  “A damn stonewall and bureaucratic bullshit.”  In his 

own caustic letter, Andrews speculated about the response Jones must have received when he presented 

a copy of lazar’ W-2 to his inspector general:  “We have nothing to say about Bob Lazar …. Don’t 

you get involved with the Bob Lazar thing …. You are not to say anything about Bob Lazar …. Do 

you understand?!!”  Going on to condemn the captain for breaking his promise, Andrews reissued his 

demand to “confirm the authenticity” of the W-2, opining that “someone within NISC” must be cleared 

to comb the Navy’s classified records.  “And indeed, Counselor,” he concluded, “who has the right to 

classify cosmic scientific evidence?”  Confronted with this outburst, Captain Jones responded, “Within 

the Department of the Navy, the Naval Investigative Service Command is solely responsible for 

investigating actual, suspected or alleged major criminal offenses committed against a person, the 

United States government or its property, or private property, including attempts or conspiracies to 

commit such offenses.”  Andrews fired off a final letter, in which he concluded from the official silence 

that “Robert Scott Lazar DID indeed work on recovered UFOs" and that “UFOs ARE real and out 

planet IS being visited and we can’t do a damn thing about it.” 
 

As it turned out, the epistolary exchange with Captain Jones had been preceded by a couple of others 

Andrews had had with the Internal Revenue Service and with the secretary of Dr. Edward Teller.  [SS: 

Lazar claimed that he had met Teller while giving a lecture on his jet car.  Teller was impressed 

with his non-conventional engineering abilities.  Lazar said he told Teller he wanted to re-enter 

the scientific research areas, and Teller forwarded his resume to a confidant.  This in turn got sent 

to EG&G who hired Lazar to replace one of the scientists who got blown-up trying to cut open the 

alien reactor.]  In December 1990, Andres filed a Freedom of Information Act request with the IRS 

seeing “a ‘yes’ or ‘no’ answer that Employee Identification Number 46-1007639 is a match for the U.S. 

Department of naval Intelligence, Washington DC 20038.”  8 months later (after an appeal and letter-of-

complaint to Senator Alan Cranston, President George Bush, and Vice President Dan Quayle), Andrews 

received the response that “there is no taxpayer, agency, or other employer with this EIN and no 

practical method of determining whether the United States Department of naval Intelligence or other 

employer once had this EIN.”  In reply, Andrews pointed out that individuals are asked to keep personal 

tax records for 5 years, and that the IRS’s national computer database should have been able to verify an 

employee ID number within seconds unless the number was classified.  “Some is lying,” Andrews had 

declared.  “Plain and simple.  The question is ‘who’ and not if.  And I already know the ‘why’.” 

 

As for Teller, Andrews had begun writing to him in February 1988, more than a year before Bob 

Lazar appeared on the public horizon.  After describing himself as a longtime fan of Teller’s and 

declaring his support of continued defense spending, Andres eventually got around to asking if the 

Strategic Defense Initiative was really designed to thwart the Russians as opposed to some other 

“outside threat.”  “Dr. Teller, you spend time at the Test Site,” Andrews wrote.  “Is there something you 

should be telling us about UFOs?  Are you a current member of MJ-12?” 

 

When he received no response, Andrews wrote again to thank Teller for silently confirming that he 

was indeed a member of MJ-12.  This prompted a response from the physicist’s secretary, Patricia W. 

French, who reported that the ailing Dr. Teller had been incapacitated by recent surgery and would be 

unable to answer letters “for a long, long time.”  Andrews duly expressed his sympathy, but 2 years 

later, when he noticed that Teller would soon be speaking at a conference in New Orleans, he 

resubmitted all of his previous correspondence.  By this time Bob Lazar had come along, so Andrews 

also asked in passing if Teller was familiar with Element-115. 
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In time, Andrews conveyed all of Lazar’s claims about having met and been referred for his job at S-

4 by the physicist, repeatedly asking Teller to confirm or deny the allegations.  When Andrews called 

French on-the-phone, she went so far as to tell him that Teller “disagrees with your thesis.”  But when 

Andrews asked for a signed statement that “everything Bob Lazar claims regarding his connection with 

Dr. Teller is untrue,” he remained unanswered.  Interestingly enough, when Andres asked French about 

another rumor – that Teller had been present at the Bush-Gorbachev Malta summit in late-1990 – she 

denied within a week.  But neither she not Teller EVER directly addressed Andrews’ question about 

Bob Lazar. 

 

[SS: Tri-Dot’s video production of Lazar’s story concluded with an interview with Dr. Teller 

himself.  At the end of interview about possible technologies for future space travel, he was asked 

if there was any other nuclear process other than fission or fusion {hinting at Element-115 and its 

matter-antimatter reaction}.  Teller got very defensive and finally said if that question was asked 

him again – ON CAMERA – he would refuse to speak anymore.  The interviewer tried one more 

question.  “What if I ask you if you know Bob Lazar?  Can you say just ‘yes’ or ‘no’?”  Teller 

responded, “I will just sit here silently with my mouth shut.”] 

 

“Usually when somebody fabricates something outrageous, there’s an ulterior motive -- money or 

prestige or publicity.  But Bob Lazar doesn’t want publicity, and if he ever had a security clearance it’s 

now long dead.  So it would serve no purpose whatsoever for him to fabricate a story about going out to 

S-4, especially when in the first 20 minutes I knew him one-on-one he said John Lear was out-of-his-

mind for believing in UFOs.” 

 

“Criticisms of Lazar’s story are many, and many are deserved, “ says Las Vegas-based TV-journalist 

George Knapp.  “There are many gaps, many things that don’t make sense.  But too much of what he 

says DOES make sense to merely dismiss it.  While Knapp admits that the “weakest part” of Lazar’s 

story is the graduate degrees he said he has but can’t be found, he believes that since Lazar did work at a 

top-secret lab at Los Alamos “it must have meant he went to school somewhere!”  And Gene Huff 

added: “You don’t know what Bob knows by taking one electronics course at Pierce Junior College.”   

 

With regard to Lazar’s “colorful” personal history, Knapp ultimately seemed to subscribe a theory 

advanced by Bob himself.  “Lazar may have been exactly what (the supervisors of the program) were 

looking for: someone who was technically qualified but who could be discredited if it became necessary.  

Perhaps discrediting him was what they had in mind all along, as a way of discrediting the entire Area-

51 story … By picking someone like Bob for their program, by letting him see certain documents even 

before his clearance had been upgraded, by messing with his mind, they had a perfect built-in safety 

valve.  By discrediting him, you give UFO luminaries an excuse to attack (flying-saucer allegations 

about Area -1) as well, you give the lunatic fringe something to embrace and embellish, and you almost 

guarantee that no official in his right mind would get anywhere near this mess to find out what 

really was going on!” 

 

[StealthSkater note: Some of Lazar’s critics (Tom Mahood, Stanton Friedman, Glenn Campbell) 

have been ruthless in exposing falsehoods in his academic credentials and his personal life (e.g., 

cavorting with prostitutes, possessing illegal firearms, using government equipment on his 

personal projects, obtain loans under false pretenses).  Some fashioned theories that Lazar was 

even a “patsy” of the Government or is still employed by the Government to propagate dis-

information.  But even these critics have their own detractors “bashing” them.  Only time will tell 

…] 
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