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Timeline of Early UFO Sightings 
 

[the following was excerpted from The Flying Saucer Conspiracy by 

Donald E. Keyhoe, 1955, Henry Holt & Co., New York, NY] 

 

[StealthSkater note: I only excerpted sightings which had exact dates.  There were other reported 

sightings which didn't have a corresponding date (e.g., "3 months later") or no date at all.  I 

did not include these.  And sometimes he jumps around a bit and will give only a Month-Day 

with no year(e.g., is it 1954 or 1955?).  I will take my best guess as to what the year was. 

 

Maj. Keyhoe's critics have wondered why he alone was given information regarding UFO 

events and not other reporters.  I interpreted this to mean that he was possibly being 

unwittingly used as a disinformation tool.  The same argument could be made today to 

resolve the question of why it is always the same small group of researchers whose article 

always make it to print or talk-show interviews but never any of the many others.] 

 

1.  January 7, 1948: Godman Field, Kentucky  (pg. 23) 

Captain Thomas Mantel was killed while pursuing a huge flying saucer under Air Force orders.  

Just before his F-51 fighter disintegrated, the World War ace radioed the tower and reported that 

the saucer looked metallic and was tremendous in size. 

 

 

2.  December, 1948:  (pp. 91-92) 

The first flurry of reports of "green fireballs" had come in December, 1948.  Night-after-night, 

huge projectile-like objects had raced over the Southwest.  Absolutely silent, they followed a 

straight course, then exploded without a sand, casting a brilliant green glare for hundreds of miles.  

As reports poured in, the Air Force quickly concluded that the objects were not meteors but some 

unknown type of missile. 

 

Designated as "green flares" by the Air Force, these new objects were reported in an analysis 

on December 27, 1949.  In 6 cases, the green flares were described as traveling at terrific speeds -- 

often against the wind --and obviously under control.  In a separate investigation known as 

"Project Twinkle", several of the strange missiles were tracked at speeds of nearly 14,000 mph.  

After each silent explosion, Air Force crews searched a wide area beneath.  But not a fragment was 

ever found -- or at least reported by the Air Force. 

 

But an unofficial investigation had been public by Dr. Lincoln La Paz, Director of the New 

Mexico Institute of Meteroritics.  Dr. La Paz insisted that these were no ordinary meteors.  Without 

indicating their source, he hinted that they were an unknown type of guided missile. 

 

 

3.  July 10, 1950  (pg. 271) 

A flying saucer picture taken by 2 well-known and reputable pilots showed 2 saucers flying 

below their plane with a dark background of trees below.  After a careful check, the Seattle Post-
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Intelligencer had printed the photograph which was taken by pilots J.K. Rockman and A.L. 

Meakin.  The newspaper stated that the photograph had also been examined by Army Intelligence 

officers. 

 

 

4.  July, 1951: Honolulu  (pp. 93-94) 

… Stone paused.  "There was a Transocean DC-6 crash of Wake Island last July.  Have you 

hard anything about it?" 

 

"Yes.  But I thought it was just a routine accident.  I haven't seen the CAB report on it yet." 

 

"It's still held up," Stone said.  "But I got part of the dope on it from a Transocean pilot that I 

know.  It's a very strange thing.  This DC-6 was on a flight from Guam to Oakland.  They stopped 

for gas and to get a weather report at Wake.  Then about 7 am, they took off for Honolulu.  There 

were 50 passengers and 8 crewmembers.  The captain called in an hour-and-a-half later to say that 

everything was okay.  They wre cruising at 15,000 feet.  That's the last report he made. 

 

"Now here's the odd part.  When they failed to call in again, the CAA at Wake started an 

emergency search.  The Coast Guard, the navy, and the Air Force were all alerted.  Then -- and this 

is really weird -- Wake Island radio picked up some very strange messages on the international 

distress frequency.  They could make hear-nor-tail of them.  While this search was gong on, 

several plane crews and search vessels reported seeing green lights or fireballs. 

 

"Early next morning, one of the search ships found an empty life raft and some bodies floating 

in the water.  From what wreckage they recovered, they could tell that the DC-6 had either dived in 

like a bat-out-of-hell or gone to piece in the air.  There wasn't the slightest reason for it.  The plane 

had just been inspected and was in perfect shape.  The Transocean pilots say it's a complete 

mystery to them.  They also say that Air Force Intelligence was in on it and the CAB has clammed 

up." … 

 

 

5.  November 2, 1951: Abilene, Texas  (pp. 92-93) 

An American Airlines DC-4 had been flying from Los Angles to Tulsa by way of Dallas.  At 

7:15 am, the airliner was cruising east of Abilene on Airway G-5.  The altimeter read 4,500 feet. 

 

Suddenly a bright green object streaked past the airliner at the same altitude and holding the 

same course.  As nearly as the crew could judge, the projectile-shaped device was about the size of 

their plane.  As it race ahead, the pilots saw a white trail which they took to be exhaust vapor.  The 

DC-4 was cruising at 220 mph.  It was only a matter of seconds before the strange green fireball 

had shot ahead.  Then to the crew's amazement, the strange missile exploded, shooting red balls of 

fire in all directions. 

 

 

6.  May 11, 1952: Seattle  (pg. 201) 

Shortly after Midnight, several strange blasts shook Seattle and a blinding white flash lighted 

the sky.  Within seconds, police and newspaper switchboards were swamped with calls from 

alarmed citizens.  At the same time, Northwest Airline pilots Captain B.C. Carlson and First 

Officer Earl Perry reported that a strange brilliant object had shot in front of them, then broke into 

2 pieces which shot out "like Roman candles". 
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7.  July, 1952:  (pp. 273-274) 

Another UFO picture -- verified by U.S. Navy and Marine Corps officers -- was taken by 

Marine Corporal Ralph Mayher at the height of the saucer sightings in July, 1952.  Mayher had 

told me that the picture was still being kept under wraps by the Air Force. 

 

"Except for a small section that I retained," he said, "the film was turned over to an Air Force 

Intelligence major who flew from Washington to Miami.  I have asked the Air Force at least 3 

times -- twice in writing -- to return the film or at least tell me what they found on analysis.  I 

wanted to see if it confirmed the findings of the University of Miami -- an acceleration to 7,500 

mph.  But I have never received a word." 

 

 

8.  July 12, 1952: Tremonton, Utah  (pp. 42-43) 

Shortly before Noon, Navy Warrant Officer Delbert C. Newhouse had sighted a formation of 

14 round, brightly-glowing objects moving swiftly overhead.  After shooting 40 feet of color film, 

he had asked the Navy to relay the pictures to the Air Force.  For 3 months at Dayton, the film was 

analyzed frame-by-frame in the Photo-Reconnaissance Laboratory.  Copies were also 

confidentially analyzed by private laboratories and later -- for 3 months -- by the Navy Photo-

Interpretation Center. 

 

After ruling out all natural phenomena and man-made objects, the secret Air Force-Navy 

analysis admitted that the objects could not be identified.  But from the terrific speeds and 

maneuvers, one thing was clear -- the strange machines were from out space. 

 

 

9.  August 1, 1952: Dayton, Ohio  (pg. 83) 

The daytime chase when an Air Force pilot -- using gun-cameras -- photographed a flying disc. 

 

 

10.  August 5, 1952: Oneida AFB, Japan  (pg. 83) 

A night encounter when control-tower operators saw the round dark shape of a saucer behind 

its glowing light. 

 

 

11.  September 7, [1952?]: Dayton, Ohio  (pp. 48-49) 

2 Navy pilots flying Corsair fighters had been paced by a saucer north of Dayton.  Illuminated 

by a brilliant white light, the UFO streaked under the planes, then zoomed up and disappeared. 

 

 

12.  September 7, [1952?]: Sussex, England  (pg. 49) 

A large saucer hovered briefly over the Tangmere Airport field.  Seen by scores of RAF pilots 

and ground men, the machine suddenly accelerated, vanishing over the English Channel. 

 

 

13.  September 9, [1952?]: Modesto, California  (pg. 49) 

2 former Air Force navigators sighted another huge saucer.  They reported that its dazzling 

glow was brighter than 50 airplane landing lights.  As it wept over Walker Lake, the UFO's weird 

glare shone down through the clouds, frightening dozens who saw it. 



 4 

 

 

14.  September 11, [1952?]: Chiloquin, Oregon  (pg. 49) 

2 flying saucers were sighted by most of the population.  Appearing silently from opposite 

directions, the strange machines stopped for several minutes and hovered over the town.  Through 

binoculars, Police Chief Lewis Jones and radar expert Glenn Kircher saw that each saucer had red, 

green, and white rotating lights with a brilliant glow from the undersides. 

 

 

15.  December 4, 1952: Laredo, Texas  (pg. 42) 

An Air Force F-51 fighter had almost been hit head-on by a weird blue-lit machine.  The 

frightened pilot had cut off his lights and streaked for the ground. 

 

 

16.  December 6, 1952: Gulf of Mexico  (pp. 40-41) 

Just before dawn, a B-29 bomber had encountered 3 saucer formations.  Approaching at 

fantastic speed, the strange glowing machines were tracked by radar at 5,240 mph.  Watching from 

blister windows, amazed crewmen saw several of the weird craft flash by, only blue-white streaks 

in the sky. 

 

Meanwhile a giant machine had shown up on the bomber's 3 radarscopes.  Converging on this 

huge mothership, the last group of saucers was swiftly taken aboard.  Instantly, the enormous craft 

began to accelerate.  Before it went off the scopes, its speed was computer at more than 9,000 

mph. 

 

 

17.  December 29, 1952: [Japan?]  (pp. 46-47) 

A peculiar type of "saucer" with rotating lights had been sighted by Colonel D.J. Blakeslee 

(commander of a fighter escort wing in Japan), by an F-94 fighter pilot, and by the crew of a B-26 

bomber. 

 

Flying an F-84 jet, when Col. Blakeslee tried to close in, the mysterious machine raced off and 

vanished in 5 seconds.  After he landed, the wing commander told Intelligence offices that the 

saucer had 3 fixed shafts of white light.  One section of the UFO was revolving steadily, 

alternating from red-to-green-to-white at regular intervals. 

 

 

18.  January 1, 1953: Guilford, Connecticut  (pg. 201) 

A sky-quake shook the town of Guilford.  Prior to the blast, a strange light had been seen 

ascending southwest of the village. 

 

 

19.  April 15, 1953: Auckland, New Zealand  (pg. 227) 

A mass of a strange white substance (presumably the oft-reported "angel's hair" associated with 

UFOs) had drifted down from the sky over Ongaonga.  For a while before it evaporated, it covered 

fields, buildings, wires, trees, and fences for hundreds of yards around.  As in the other "angel's 

hair" cases, the substance quickly disintegrated when handled. 
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20.  April 18, 1953: Wilmington, Delaware  (pg. 186) 

At 11:15 am, a huge mysterious mothership shaped like a rocket had flashed high above 

Wilmington flying a northwest course. 

 

 

21.  June 29, 1953: Sequoia-Kings National Park, California  (pg. 31) 

A giant ship had been sighted over California 4 nights in a row.  On July 29, the huge saucer 

had raced past Moro Rock in the park with its brilliant yellow glow lighting a nearby canyon.  

According to press reports, Park Superintendent E.T. Scoyen saw an enormous UFO zoom into the 

sky.  He estimated its diameter was least 1,000 feet. 

 

On the next 3 nights, other park officials saw the huge machine -- or a similar one -- as it 

streaked over the area.  Simultaneous reports from Visalia and other California cities confirmed 

Scoyen's estimate.  To have been visible so far, the saucer must have been gigantic. 

 

By Air Defense orders, fighters were place on patrol the last 2 nights.  On August 1 -- though 

the Air Force refused to admit it -- interceptors were reported diving toward the low-flying, giant 

saucer.  If the huge suddenly climbed with a jet flying overhead, I knew such a close escape could 

have terrified the pilot.  But Caperton had seemed sure that it was not a near-collision. 

 

 

22.  August 6, [1953?]: Pearl Harbor, Hawaii  (pp.63-64) 

Between 5 pm and midnight, at least 75 lighted objects -- some hovering and others moving 

swiftly -- were observed in the Hawaiian area, especially near Barbers Point (Naval Air Station).  

Many of these UFOs were seen by the control, others by pilots.  At about 9 pm a Navy pilot on 

patrol picked up the "blip" of a UFO approaching head-on at an alarming rate-of-speed.  Seconds 

later, a glowing object made 3 close passes at his plane.  The pilot landed immediately at Barbers 

Point. 

 

After this report, the Captain and Executive Officer were summoned and emergency patrols 

were ordered after Midnight.  At 11 minutes past 2:00, the pilot of a TV-1 jet sighted a strange 

glowing object streaking up from directly behind.  When approximately 100 feet astern, the UFO 

shot to starboard and paced the TV-1 for about 4 seconds.  It then accelerated swiftly to an 

estimate speed of 1,000 mph and disappeared. 

 

 

23.  August 9, 1953: Moscow, Idaho  (pg. 30) 

3 Sabre jets chased a large flying saucer described by GOC observers as a glowing disc 200 

feet in diameter.  As the ground observers watched through binoculars, the jet pilots circled in 

warily.  But the disc abruptly speed up and left the fighters behind. 

 

 

24.  August 19, 1953: East New Haven, Connecticut  (pg. 30) 

A small round object -- flaming like red-hot iron -- plunged from the sky, flashing past cars 

and pedestrians.  It had pierced a metal billboard at Middletone Avenue and Front Street.  After 

crashing though the heavy-gauge steel, the mysterious object had angled sharply upward, streaked 

over the trees, then vanished. 

 



 6 

Its upward course and the strange copper deposits it left on the billboard showed that it was no 

ordinary fireball.  If it were a missile or something that had fallen from a saucer, Intelligence 

would have had good reason to be alarmed.  But no pilot had been involved unless some UFO 

encounter had been kept secret. 

 

 

25.  August 19, 1953: East New Haven  (pg. 233-234) 

Hundreds of residents had heard a whistling and a thunderous roar, followed by a blast which 

shook doors and windows and momentarily dimmed house lights. 

 

Out-of-door witnesses told Joseph Barbieri and August C. Roberts (representing another 

inquiry group known as 'SPACE') that a red ball of fall -- trailing sparks -- had smashed through 

the steel signboard as if it were tissue paper.  Then angling upward, it streaked on, barely missing a 

passing automobile. 

 

Barabieri secured a section of the signboard and attempted to get an analysis of the strange 

yellow deposits around the edge of the hole.  Balked in his attempt, he turned the problem over to 

Mrs. Coral Lorenzen of the UFO investigation group APRO (Aerial Phenomena Research 

Organization).  She was a competent private astronomer aided by her electronics expert husband. 

 

An analysis was then made by the Anderson Laboratories at Milwaukee and the Chicago 

Spectrographic Service Laboratory.  Both confirmed that the gold-colored metal found in the pits 

around the hole was definitely copper. 

 

"It is my opinion, Mrs. Lorenzen wrote in sending me the analysis, "that the object was a 

missile of some type which had gone out-of-control and come too close to the ground." … 

 

 

26.  August 12, 1953: Rapid City, South Dakota  (pg. 117) 

… "It was an unusual case," Captain Ed Ruppelt said to me.  "A OCC observer near Rapid City 

reported a strange lighted object and radar confirmed it.  An F-84 fighter was vectored in to chase 

it.  The pilot reported that he could see the UFO.  And the radar operators watched on the scope as 

he chased it for over 100 miles.  When he ran low on fuel and turned back, the UFO reversed its 

course and followed him all the way to his base. 

 

"Then another F-84 tried it," Ruppelt continued.  "The UFO led him about 160 miles north 

before he gave up.  After he turned back, a Filter Center farther north was alerted and they reported 

the saucer right on course.  It was not a canopy reflection or stars or temperature inversion.  There 

just wasn't any explanation for it." 

 

 

27.  August 31, 1953: New Guinea  (pg. 273) 

A picture showing an "unexplained aerial object" had been photographed by G.P. Drury, 

Deputy Regional Director of Civil Aviation for Port Moresby.  Sighted over New Guinea, the UFO 

was moving at high speed.  By chance, Drury had with him a movie camera equipped with a 

telephoto lens.  After filming the saucer, he submitted the pictures to the Australian Ministry for 

Air to be analyzed and identified.  Later, this picture was flown to the United States for detailed 

analysis at ATIC.  (The U.S. Air Force analysis has never been released.) 
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28.  [October 21?], 1953: Conowingo Dam, Maryland  (pp.60-61) 

At Midnight, the passengers and crew of an American Airlines DC-6 had a narrow escape.  

Flying south toward Washington DC, Captain J.L. Kidd was cruising at 8,000 feet when a brilliant 

light appeared ahead.  The unknown machine was coming swiftly toward them on a collision 

course.  Instantly, Captain Kidd shoved the controls forward.  As the DC-6 dived, the mysterious 

craft streaked overhead and vanished. 

 

From the description given by Kidd and the copilot, the unknown craft had been a huge 

machine -- as large as the DC-6.  … 

 

 

29.  October 9, [1953?]: Rock Island, Illinois  (pp. 62-63) 

2 detectives had sighted a huge gleaming saucer streaking across the sky, traveling many times 

faster than the speed of a jet. 

 

 

30.  October 9, [1953?]: Netherlands  (pg. 63) 

Observers had seen 3 UFOs flying in triangular formation.  Like many other saucers, all three 

glowed a bright orange red (the color of hot metal). 

 

 

31.  October 9, [1953?]: North Sea  (pg. 63) 

About 4 hours later on that same night, one of the blue-white UFOs had raced over the North 

Sea.  As witnesses watched, it climbed almost straight up at terrific speed, then dwindled to a 

speck and vanished. 

 

 

32.  October 9, [1953?]: South Gate, California  (pg. 63) 

Near Midnight, another blue-white saucer was sighted by an astronomer at South Gate, CA. 

 

 

33.  October 18, [1953?]: English Channel  (pg. 79) 

British airlines pilots Captain Peter Fletcher and First Officer R.L. Lemon saw a strange craft 

flying over the English Channel.  It had the appearance of 2 saucers with their rims together.  In his 

official report to the Air Ministry, Captain Fletcher said: "We have no doubt whatsoever that the 

object was solid … that it was constructed of metal …" 

 

 

34.  October 24, [1953?]: Massachusetts  (pg. 78) 

A round, silvery, metallic machine streaked above the Massachusetts coast at a speed between 

900 and 1200 mph. 

 

 

35.  October 24, [1953?]: Cascade, Iowa  (pg. 79) 

State Highway police sighted a huge disc glowing blue-white near the town of Cascade. 

 

 

36.  November 3, [1953?]:  (pg. 79) 
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RAF pilots Flying Officers T.S. Johnson and C.H. Smythe had sighted a UFO from their 

Vampire jet.  Moving at tremendous speed, the saucer also was tracked on radar by the 256
th

 

Heavy Anti-Aircraft Regiment. 

 

 

37.  November 16, 1953: San Fernando Valley, California  (pp: 227-228) 

A new familiar trail of "angel's hair" was seen just after a saucer passed over the area.  Later 

the discovery was revealed in a 4-column story with the headline: "Valley Mystery Craft Spins 

Web".  Under the by-line of Gordon Grant, the story said: 

 

"A fluffy blanket, dead-white, almost ephermeral in its delicacy and apparently electrically-

charged, may be the San Fernando Valley's first physical contact with visitors from outer space.  It 

is reported to have streamed like a lacy ribbon from a mysterious craft that sped over the Valley." 

 

With 24 hours, aviation engineers from Lockheed, North American, and Douglas appeared on 

the scene to examine the mysterious filaments.  There was a rumor that the Air Force had asked 

them to make the investigation. 

 

 

38.  November 23, 1953: Kimross AFB, Sault Sainte Marie, Michigan  (pp.13-15, 291-292) 

… Suddenly the "blip" of an unknown machine appeared on the glass screen of an isolated Air 

Defense radar station.  … In less than 2 minutes, an F-89 from Kimross Field was streaking toward 

the locks.  At the jet's controls was Lieutenant Felix Moncla Jr.  Behind him was Lieutenant R.R. 

Wilson acting as radar observer.  Guided by Ground Control, Moncla climbed steeply toward the 

"unknown". 

 

Back at GCI, the controller watched the jet's blip on his glowing radarscope.  As it moved 

toward the UFO's blip, the strange craft changed course.  The controller called Moncla and gave 

him the new bearing.  From the scope, he saw that the F-89 was now over Sault Sainte Marie 

though to the crew, the city's lights would be only a blue, quickly lost behind. 

 

Flying as fast as a jet airliner, the UFO was heading toward Lake Superior.  At over 500 mph, 

the F-89 raced after it out across Whitefish Bay.  9 more minutes ticked by in the tense quiet of the 

GCI radar room.  Gradually the F-89 cut down the gap.  Wilson should have spotted their quarry 

on the fighter's short-range radar.  Watching the chase, he cut in his microphone and called the 

flight's codename. 

 

"Target should soon be visual.  Still bearing …" 

 

He broke off, staring at the scope. 

 

The 2 blips had suddenly merged into one! 

 

Whether the strange machine had abruptly slowed or Moncla unaccountably had put on full 

power, no one in the room could tell.  But one thing seemed grimly certain: the 2 machines were 

locked together as if in a smashing collision. 

 

For a moment longer, the huge ominous blip remained on the glass.  Then it quickly went off 

the scope.  …  No trace was ever found of the missing men, the F-89, or the unknown machine. 
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…  …  …  …  …  …  … …  

 

… … Paul Redell hesitated.  "What do you think happened that night?"  His face had the odd 

expression that I had noted the night before. 

 

"At first, I thought they had collided," I answered.  "Though with the F-89's radar and Ground 

Control to warn the pilot, I couldn't see how that could happen.  But when they didn't find any 

wreckage, I knew it was no ordinary collision. 

 

"Then when I heard of the G-field theory of Oberth's, I thought that perhaps the jet had gotten 

too close to the saucer and that the saucer had used a reversed G-field beam.  If I understand the G-

field theory correctly, it would have been as if the plane had hit a stone wall." 

 

"Yes," said Redell.  "The violent vibration alone could tear the plane apart.  But there still 

would be wreckage." 

 

"Couldn't the plane have disintegrated?" 

 

"A force capable of doing that -- when the plane was so close that their blips merged -- would 

have destroyed the saucer, too.  Then there would have been no blip at all.  But Ground Control 

saw one blip move off the scope." 

 

"But somehow they completely did away with the jet, Paul.  There's no other possible 

explanation." 

 

Redell hesitated. 

 

"Well, the could be another one … though it's so incredible that I find it hard to believe.  Do 

you remember the Air Force Intelligence colonel who said that ATIC would consider even the 

most extravagant ideas in the hope of solving the saucer mystery?" 

 

"Yes.  Look magazine quoted him in 1952." 

 

"One idea that they must have considered is that the plane wasn't destroyed at all." 

 

Do you mean that the saucer carried it off?" 

 

"Don't tell me that you never thought of it." 

 

"Yes," I said slowly.  "I did when I heard that the 2 blips merged.  But I never really believed 

it.  Paul, that would bee too fantastic!" 

 

"Certainly it's fantastic.  So are the flying saucers. So was the idea of airplances and space 

rockets when they were first suggested." 

  

"But for a saucer to make off with a plane …" 

 

"Look, we ourselves have 'motherhips' that launch and retrieve small machines.  20 years ago if 

anybody had told you that we would have B-36 bombers taking Sabrejet fighters aboard, you 

would have thought that he was crazy." 
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"How could the saucer creatures manage it?" 

 

"There'd be a few problems, of course," Redell replied.  "They would have to cut off the jet's 

engine.  But they could probably do that with an electromagnetic beam.  And by gradually 

increasing the G-field, they could draw the F-89 to the saucer." 

 

"Even if that were true -- and I don't believe it either -- how could it prove that they are not 

hostile?  It looks to me like the opposite." 

 

"If hostility were the key, Don, why wouldn't they simply destroy the plane?  Since they didn't, 

I can think of only explanation -- They are trying to prepare for a peaceful contact with the Earth.  

That is, assuming for the moment that the plane was captured. 

 

"We know that they've been observing us for years.  Perhaps they can't see any other way to 

make us realize the truth.  After all, when they come down here, our jets chase them.  So this might 

seem the best way to solve the problem.  By making off with human beings and keeping them until 

they have established communication." 

 

"You mean until they had learned each other's language?" 

 

"I suppose so.  Maybe they'd use sign language at first.  Finally, they'd understand each other.  

It would be the first step toward the meeting of 2 worlds." 

 

I turned to the window and looked up at the far-off stars. 

 

"It's a frightening thought, Paul." 

 

"I know it's shocking.  But it's better than an attack.  And if it's the answer in the Kimross case, 

then it could explain some of the other cases as well.  Do you remember when a flight of navy 

torpedo-bombers disappeared after they took off from Fort Lauderdale, Florida?" … 

 

…  …  …  … 

 

 

39.  December 29, 1953: Quantico, Virginia  (pp.89-91) 

Continuing for 5 more nights, red-lighted objects had maneuvered over the Marine Corps base 

at Quantico.  A Marine detail had searched the tank park where one of the saucers had hovered as 

if for a landing. …  The Washington Daily News said: "Mysterious red lights which have flown 

over the Quantico Marine base 22 times in the past 6 nights were officially explained away today 

as a new type of aircraft navigation light.  But most of the Marines who saw them still don't 

believe that's what they were." 

 

"In addition, the News ran into what seems a deliberate attempt to cover up certain facts of the 

investigation."  The News then quoted Quantico provost marshal Major E.D. Pomerleau who said 

the light was sharply delineated and unlike anything he had seen.  Moreover, he had hear no 

aircraft engine -- no sound at all.  "But I have friends and a professional reputation," he told the 

News.  "As far as I'm concerned, just say it's an aircraft navigation light." 

 

 

40.  January 7, 1954: Dieppe, France  (pg. 201) 
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A disc was sighted above the city moving at high speed.  Immediately afterward, a typical sky-

quake shook many Dieppe houses, frightening hundreds of residents. 

 

 

41.  January 27, [1954?]: Fairfield, California  (pg. 110) 

The Sacramento Filter Center had been alerted by GOC observers at Fairfield.  An official 

report by 6 observers described a glowing orange-red round object flying at 5,000 feet.  After a 

few moments, it tilted straight up and disappeared into the clouds. 

 

 

42.  February 1, 1954: San Fernando Valley, California  (pg. 228) 

Another "angel's hair" incident (refer to November 16, 1953) in the Valley.  After this, there 

had been a lull in such reports until mid-October when the Fort Wayne News Sentinel reported that 

strange "white cocoons" had been drifting down over the city for several days. 

 

Despite the evidence, there was no clear explanation.  Apparently the "angel's hair" was some 

kind of a fuel exhaust confined specifically to the cigar-shaped saucers.  In some news stories, 

witnesses had expressed fear that it might be radioactive.  But up until now, there was no proof of 

this as far as I knew. 

 

 

43.  February 21, [1954?]: Rockford, Illinois  (pg. 100) 

At 2:00 am, a saucer with flashing lights was sighted above the airport.  Although flying at a 

high altitude, it was clearly seen by a CAA operator in the airport tower.  Half-an-hour later, it was 

observed by 2 squads of deputy sheriffs as it circled over Freeport. 

 

 

44.  February 22, [1954?]:  York, Pennsylvania  (pg. 100) 

Ground Observer Corps spotters sighted 14 flying discs at 15,000 feet.  Warning was 

immediately flashed to the Filter Center at Harrisburg and from there to the Baltimore center.  As 

the discs flew south, Ground Control radar quickly picked up their track.  But when jet fighters 

streaked up toward the discs, the formation banked away and climbed steeply into the sky. 

 

To complicate the matter, another saucer -- perhaps separated from the group -- was sighted 

over nearby Easton, Pennsylvania.  Shortly after this, a fire broke out in the woods below as a 

flaming object dropped from the sky.  As quickly as possible, CAP planes circled the area and an 

Air Force detail searched the woods. … 

 

 

45.  March 8, [1954?]: Laredo, Texas  (pg. 110) 

A glowing orange-red round saucer had been sighted at Laredo AFB.  Traveling at tremendous 

speed, it had tilted straight up and vanished. 

 

 

46.  March 9, [1954?]: Cincinnati, Ohio  (pg. 110) 

A silent, oval-shaped machine glowing with an intense blue-white light was sighted.  As 

reported by private pilot John H. Stewart, it suddenly accelerated and disappeared.  Stewart said 

that the strange machine as large as a DC-6 airliner. 
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47.  March 22, [1954?]: Hazleton, Pennsylvania  (pg. 114) 

4 flying discs were sighted making close passes at an airliner.  As the discs flashed past the 

plan, the captain hurriedly radioed the CAA.  This alarm was immediately relayed to the New 

Castle, Delaware AFB.  The captain's report to the CAA was quickly covered up.  But civilian 

observer Michael Kuritz had revealed the case to newsmen.  Other witnesses on the ground 

confirmed the sighting. 

 

 

48.  March 24, [1954?]: Baltimore  (pg. 114-115) 

At 10:32 pm, Deputy Coordinator Adolph Wagner sighted a V-formation of 13 saucers, all of 

them glowing with a fluorescent blue light.  As Wagner watched them, an airliner approached 

heading toward Friendship Airport. 

 

Immediately the formation split.  One group made a sharp turn toward the airliner while the 

other held its course.  A moment later, a much larger disc swooped down from the clouds, Wagner 

estimated that this machine was at least 2½ times larger than the others.  As if on a signal, the 2 

groups turned and disappeared in the night. 

 

 

49.  March 25, [1954?]: Florida  (pg. 115-116) 

At 3:30 pm, Marine Corps jet pilot Don Holland saw a flying saucer descend over the guided-

missile range in Florida.  After streaking downward, it stopped abruptly at 3,000 feet.  

Momentarily amazed -- Holland had always scoffed at "flying saucers" -- he hastily banked to try 

for a gun-camera picture.  Almost instantly, the strange round machne took off, accelerating at 

terrific speed. 

 

 

50.  April 14, [1954?}: Long Beach, California  (pp.130-131) 

Just before Midnight, United Airlines Flight-193 had almost been hit by an unknown machine 

over Long Beach.  To avoid collision, Captain John M. Schidel had whipped the plane into a steep 

climbing turn.  Passenger Cose Barber of North Hollywood had been thrown to the floor, his left 

leg broken.  The stewardess had fractured an ankle.  Hurriedly, Schidel called the Los Angeles 

tower.  But a quick check showed no other planes in the area. …  

 

My first tip on this came from an American Airlines pilot just in from the Coast.  We had met 

some time before when I was preparing an air-safety article for Parade magazine.  "This couldn't 

have been another plane," the American pilot said.  "It was moving too fast.  Schidel told the CAA 

that it was in sight for hardly 2 seconds.  It came out of nowhere heading straight for him" 

 

"Did he get a good look?" I asked. 

 

"No.  All he saw were blurred lights.  It sound like one of those 'rotating light' UFOs that Air 

Force colonel saw in Japan." … … 

 

 

51.  April 21, [1954?]: Anchorage, Alaska  (pg. 133) 

A flying saucer had made 4 passes across Cook Inlet.  Seen through binoculars, it paced a 

nearby plane for a moment … then raced back over the inlet with its glowing shape clearly 

reflected in the water.  The sighting was immediately reported to Air Force Intelligence at 

Elmendorf Field. 
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Despite Pentagon secrecy orders, Intelligence officers told city police that flying saucers had 

been sighted repeatedly over Cook Inlet for the last 3 weeks.  … … 

 

 

52.  April 23, [1954?]:  (pp. 133-134) 

A Pan American airliner piloted by Captain Jack Adriance was flying at 20,000 feet between 

Puerto Rico and New York.  Suddenly a call came from another Pan Am plane more than 200 

miles behind.  The other captain reported that a strange flying object had just streaked past.  "It's 

headed straight toward you," said the pilot.  "It's round and pulsating with an arrange-greenish 

light." 

 

A few moments later, Captain Adriance was amazed to see the object -- or an identical one -- 

flash past his airliner.  Cutting in his microphone, he called Captain Ned Mullen who piloting 

another Pan Am flight up ahead.  In a few minutes, Mullen radioed back that the mysterious UFO 

had just passed him, disappearing in seconds. 

 

 

53.  May 1, [1954?]: Logan City, Utah  (pp. 138-139) 

At Midnight, a terrific explosion had shaken the area from Clarkston south to Paradise.  

Frightened residents reported their houses were shaken as if by a bomb blast.  From Clarkston to 

Paradise (a distance of some 25 miles) came reports that a brilliant object had been seen in the sky 

just before the explosion.  Some frightened observers described it as a glowing bull plunging at 

tremendous speed.  Others said that there had been a dazzling flash as the strange object struck the 

ground. … .. 

 

It was early the next morning before searchers found the crater -- a hole 16-feet wide and 6-feet 

deep.  Earth and sod had been scattered for more than 100 yards.  Dr. Lincoln La Paz was 

immediately flown from New Mexico to take charge of the excavation.  It was hoped that some 

clue to the mystery would be uncovered. 

 

Whether by coincidence or not, 3 hours before the Utah explosion a formation of 6 flying 

saucers had been sighted over Port Townsend, Washington.  Glowing a bright yellow, the round 

machines were seen by Sheriff Peter J. Naughton as they circled in echelon.  Quickly Naughton 

phoned a report to Payne AFB near Tacoma.  Minutes later, he received an urgent call from Payne 

Field Operations. 

 

"Ground all planes at Port Townsend!" he was told.  "Interceptors are coming in with live 

ammunition." 

 

For at least 2 years, there had been a standing order that pilots could not fire on UFOs unless 

the saucers proved hostile.  Though the instruction from Payne Field did not prove a change to this 

order, it did point up the seriousness of the Port Townsend incident.  Jet pilots would not be 

preparing to fire rockets at "reflections" or "hallucinations". 

 

To the public, the Payne Field command to Sheriff Naughton should have been proof that the 

Air Force knew that the saucers were solid objects.  But few people ever learned of this significant 

affair. 
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54.  May 4, [1954?]: Canfield, Ohio  (pg. 144) 

3 policemen had sighted a saucer glowing orange-red as it raced out-of-sight. 

 

 

55.  May 5, [1954?]: Cincinnati, Ohio  (pg. 144) 

A group of saucers had been seen over the city. 

 

 

56.  May 6, [1954?]: Heppner, Oregon  (pg. 144) 

A V-formation of saucers was seen racing silently across the noonday sky.  According to one 

of the witnesses (Albert Lovegren), the machines were round and slightly "domed" on top.  They 

were flying between 1,200 and 1,500 mph with a typical oscillation motion.  They seemed to be at 

least 125 feet in diameter. 

 

 

57.  May 6, [1954?]: Washington DC  (pg. 144) 

2 flying saucers reconnoitered Washington, causing a hasty Air Defense alert.  Shortly after 

Midnight, 2 UFOs suddenly appeared on the radarscope at Washington Airport Control Center.  

Speeding in from the northeast, the strange machines made a sharp turn -- crossing almost above 

the Pentagon -- and then disappeared toward the south. 

 

40 minutes later at 1:27 am -- and again at 2:08 am -- the saucers reappeared.  Each time, the 

mystery ships vanished before Air Defense fighters could approach them.  Seen from the 

Washington Airport tower and by Airport police, the UFOs showed clearly as large, round objects 

glowing with a peculiar bright light. 

 

 

58.  May 7, [1954?]: Washington DC  (pp. 144-145) 

Navy radar picked up a huge object maneuvering 90,00 feet (about 17 miles) above the Capital.  

Before it disappeared, it was tracked down to a 15-mile level -- still too high to be seen from the 

ground. 

 

 

59.  May 15, [1954?]: Dallas, Texas  (pg. 145) 

About mid-afternoon, a 16-saucer formation was encountered near Dallas by 4 Marine jet 

pilots.  Flying at 15,000 feet, Major Charles Scarborough first spotted the formation as it raced in 

above his fighter.  Amazed (for he had previously been a complete skeptic), Scarborough hastily 

radioed the other pilots. 

 

An instant later, Captain R.L. Jorgenson flying at 42,000 feet sighted the discs below.  Calling 

orders to the other pilots, Major Scarborough climbed swiftly toward the saucers.  A second later 

and diving steeply, Jorgenson and Major E.C. White tried to box the discs between Scarborough 

and his wingman Captain Charles Stanton.  But with a sudden burst of speed, the 16 discs raced 

from under the diving jets.  Still flying in formation, the strange machines vanished. 
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60.  May 31, [1954?]:  (pg. 149) 

When a glowing disc was sighted by the control-tower operators, commercial pilots, police, 

and residents of cities from Spokane to Portland, the Associated Press put the story on its wires.  

Officers at McChord AFB finally confirmed the report. 

 

 

61.  June 1, [1954?]: Boston  (pg. 149) 

The crew of a Trans-World airliner sighted a saucer north of Boston.  The Paris-to-New York 

plane was approaching the city when the UFO raced overhead.  Calling Logan Airport in Boston, 

Captain Charles J. Kratovil reported that a large, bright disc-like object had just passed above his 

ship.  Moments later, 8 men in the Logan Airport tower also sighted the object. 

 

 

62.  June 2, [1954?]: Kansas City  (pg. 159) 

A huge round object hovered over Kansas City for 3 hours.  Checking an Air Force claim that 

it was a balloon, the Kansas City Times was told that it could not be identified by either the Navy 

or the Air Force. 

 

 

63.  June 12, [1954?]: Washington DC  (pp.161-162) 

Shortly before Midnight, a Ground Observer Corps post came into the Baltimore Air Filter 

Center.  Flying at high speed, a huge glowing object had been sighted between Washington and the 

Atlantic cost.  In a few moments, another call came in -- this from a GOC post in Delaware.  The 

unknown had now stopped.  It was hovering a few miles northwest of the Capital. 

 

With reports from 100 miles around, it was now clear that this could be no aircraft flight.  

Hastily, the Filter Center buzzed an Air Defense Command radar station a few miles from 

Washington.  There, Ground Control had already caught the unknown on its scope.  One look … 

and they knew that this was no plane.  The blip was huge -- larger than that of a Constellation 

airliner. 

 

The unknown was hovering at 79,000 feet.  Nothing but a supersonic test plane could reach 

that tremendous height.  And there were only a few these in existence -- tiny craft capable of but a 

few minutes' flight.  Besides this, only a helicopter-type of aircraft could hover. 

 

Quickly a scramble order went over the Air Defense wire.  Though no jet could possibly reach 

that altitude, there were standing orders to pursue all UFOs.  Meanwhile, teletype reports of the 

sighting were clattering into the offices of the Air Defense Command, ATIC, and the Director of 

Intelligence at the Pentagon. 

 

At the Filter Center, another report came in -- this one from a Wilmington post.  The supervisor 

stared at the UFO marker on the big plotting board.  The saucer was almost 80 miles from 

Wilmington.  To be visible that far, it would have to be gigantic. 

 

For nearly an hour, the mysterious craft floated silently in the sky between Washington and 

Baltimore.  At its high altitude, it was in position to spy on both cities and all the nearby airfields.  

Finally climbing steeply, it disappeared into the night. 
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…  From all the reports, Intelligence officers knew that the saucer was huge enough to be a 

"mothership".  It could be the one which the B-29 crew had sighted over the Gulf of Mexico.  Or 

even the missing satellite. 

 

 

64.  June 14, [1954?]: Washington DC (pp. 162-163) 

The strange visitor from the night of June 12 returned.  Again, reports flooded the Baltimore 

Air Filter Center -- excited accounts of the huge orange-red glowing object hovering over 

Washington and Baltimore.  Again the jets were scrambled and Air Defense Commands alerted.  

This time the giant saucer remained for 2 hours flying between the 2 cities while the jets circled 

helplessly far below. 

 

Though there were Nike rocket bases from which deadly defense missiles could have been 

launched, not even a Nike could have reached the hovering giant. 

 

As before, the huge craft ended its surveillance abruptly, disappearing from radarscopes before 

its speed could be measured. 

 

 

65.  June 16, [1954?]:  Springfield, Missouri  (pp. 270-271) 

At 11:00 CST, a Flying Tiger Airlines plane was on a routine flight 40 miles northeast of 

Springfield.  Suddenly a blue-white disc -- moving at tremendous speed -- shot in toward the 

plane.  After circling around it in a tight turn, the saucer tilted up steeply and streaked out-of-sight. 

 

Hurriedly, the captain of the planed radioed the nearest CAA tower.  Unknown to him, his was 

only of dozens of sightings reported by pilots within the last few minutes.  Before Midnight, Air 

Force Intelligence was swamped with CAA and GOC messages pouring into Air Filter Centers 

from Chicago to Baltimore. 

 

By Midnight, all Air Defense Commands east of the Mississippi were on full alert as scores of 

armed jet night-fighters pursued the low-flying objects. 

 

… …  "The Air Force was almost wild that night," said Lou Corbin.  "At the Baltimore Filter 

Center, reports came in from GOC posts all over Maryland and up-and-down the coast. They said 

that the saucers were over Washington, too." 

 

 

66.  June 20, [1954?]: Walesville, New York  (pp. 174-175) 

At Noon, an F-94 Starfire jet had been scrambled to check on an unknown near Utica, New 

York.  When the strange blip first showed on Air Defense radarscopes, the usual swift check had 

been made.  But not aircraft was scheduled to be at that point.  Guided by Ground Control, the 

pilot climbed steeply while his radar observer watched the rear cockpit scope.  By now, the pilot 

could actually see the unknown -- a strange gleaming object moving swiftly above.  Pulling into a 

tight climbing turn, he started to close the gap.  At the same time, his radar observer started to 

contact the unknown.  But there was no response. 

 

Until that moment, the Starfire's jet engine had been working perfectly.  Suddenly as the plane 

streaked toward the UFO, a wave of heat mysteriously filled the cockpit.  It was like the blast of a 

furnace.  Half-dazed, the pilot ran his eyes over the instruments.  There was no sign of trouble.  

But the stifling heat was increasing with each second. 
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Frantically he looked around.  The radar officer's face was a blur in the waves of heat.  At any 

moment, it seemed that the whole plane might burst into flames. 

 

"Bail Out!  Bail Out!" he shouted. 

 

He jettisoned his canopy and seized the ejection lever.  He felt the jet jump as the radarman 

bailed out.  Half-blinded by sweat, ht got a glimpse of the unknown machine as it passed overhead.  

There was one final blast of heat.  He pulled the ejection lever and was hurled out of the cockpit. 

 

Moments later with his senses still blurred, he saw the radarman's parachute below him.  

Looking back at the F-94, he groaned.  The jet was plunging straight into the village of Walesville, 

New York.  As he watched in horror, it crashed in the heart of the town and burst into flames. …  

… 

 

… No sooner had this reached the Pentagon when other saucer reports began to jam 

switchboards in Utica, Rome, and Frankfort, New York.  Hovering at 20,000 feet was a silvery-

colored disc seen by thousands.  Significantly -- in the light of the Walesville incident -- no jets 

were scrambled to investigate the saucer.  For 4 hours it remained motionless over Utica, glowing 

brilliantly as darkness fell. …  … 

 

…  …  Captain Ed Stone called to tell me of something important that he had just heard before 

his flight to Washington concerning the jet crash at Walesville. … 

 

I told him, "I know what the Air Force said.  They insist the jet was chasing an unidentified 

aircraft …" 

 

Stone shook his head.  "Obviously that's a cover-up.  Some of the Walesville people are pretty 

bitter-- especially the relatives of the ones who were killed.  But if they knew the truth, they 

wouldn't blame the pilots." 

 

"I know that.  Even the Air Force said that the heat was unbearable.  Do you have any of the 

details?" 

 

"I know this -- it came from outside.  The crew told Intelligence that it was fast that they didn't 

have time to think.  You're a pilot, Don.  You know that you'd never bail out over a town like that 

if you could possibly stick it out." 

 

"Unless the ship was on fire …" 

 

"Even then," said Stone, "pilots have stuck long enough to get away from cities.  And some 

poor devils have even ridden them down.  But these guys were hit so suddenly that they were 

almost out of their minds.  One second everything was normal -- the suddenly it was like an 

inferno.  Whatever hit them must have come from that saucer." 

 

"You think it was some kind of heat beam?" 

 

… "It must have been that.  But why?  That's what scares me.  And when you ties it to the 

Kimross case …"  …  … 
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67.  June 23, [1954?]: Columbus, Ohio  (pp. 167-168) 

Just after 8:00, a dramatic chase began over Columbus.  Flying a F-51 Mustang fighter, 

Lieutenant Harry L. Roe, Jr. was en route from Columbus to Dayton when a saucer raced down 

through the twilight sky.  National Guard pilot Roe had never believed in flying saucers.  Yet he 

quickly discovered that this was no ordinary aircraft. 

 

Trying to see the shape behind the brilliant white light, Roe made swift right and left turns.  

Each time, the strange machine stayed with him. Again-and-again he tried to get a silhouette.  But 

the saucer managed to remain against the darkened part of the sky. 

 

As he picked up his course to Dayton, Roe radioed the CAA tower at Vandalia Airport.  "I'm 

being chased by a white light.  I'll circle the tower so you can see it." 

 

As the F-51 flew over the airport, Traffic Controller George Barnes focuses his binoculars on 

the brilliant object.  But its glow hid the shape behind it. 

 

Dropping his flaps, Lt. Roe "chopped" his throttle to slow down quickly.  With perfect 

precision, the strange machine matched his move. 

 

Then as Barnes watched from the tower, the UFO abruptly abandoned the chase.  In a flashing 

turn, it passed the F-51 and swiftly vanished toward the southeast. 

 

 

68.  June 26, [1954?]: Idaho  (pg. 168) 

At 12:40 am Saturday, a blinding glow -- like an enormous floodlight -- suddenly appeared 

over the Atomic Energy Commission's test station in eastern Idaho.  Coming with the suddenness 

of an explosion, it dumfounded nightshift workers who had just left the AEC plant. 

 

Two of the witnesses -- Kelly Brooks and A.L. Taylor -- reported that the light remained 

motionless in the sky for several seconds, illuminating the ground for 6-or-8 miles around.  Then 

rising at tremendous speed, it vanished. 

 

Several times in the past 3 months, identical lights had "exploded" over the AEC plant.  They 

were said to resemble gigantic flash bulbs.  Until now, this had been kept secret by the AEC.  

Hastily, efforts were made to hide this incident too. … 

 

 

69.  June 26, [1954?]: Columbus, Ohio  (pp. 168-169) 

At 7:27 am, Air Defense radar picked up an unknown object flying high over Ohio.  Jets were 

about to be scrambled when Ground Control saw that the UFO was now flying above a United 

Airlines plane near Columbus.  Hurriedly alerting the captain, Ground Control asked him what he 

could see. 

 

… … As he circled at 20,000 feet, the passengers stared up at the UFO glowing in the Sun.  It 

appeared to be a metal object, oval in shape.  Even former skeptics among the passengers were 

convinced that it was a flying saucer. 
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70.  June 29, [1954?]:  (pp. 170-174) 

At 5 pm, the British airliner Centaurus left New York's Idlewild Airport for a scheduled flight 

to London.  Operated by the BOAC, this was a luxury plane -- a double-decked Stratocruiser 

equipped with berths and a cocktail lounge.  In command of this million-dollar ship was Captain 

James Howard -- a quiet, competent pilot, 33-years-old.  During the War, Howard had been a 

bomber pilot of the RAF.  As a BOAC pilot, he had crossed the Atlantic 265 times.  Under 

Howard's command was a crew of 11 -- all veterans of the Atlantic "champagne and caviar" run. 

 

Flying at 19,000 feet, the Centaurus crossed the St. Lawrence River cruising at 270 mph.  In 45 

minutes, it was due to land at Goose Bay AFB in Labrador to refuel for the ocean crossing.  As 

Captain Howard was checking his arrival time, a dark object appeared a few miles to the left.  

Flying parallel to the plane, it was clearly visible in the light from the setting Sun.  Maneuvering 

around this mysterious craft were several small, round objects. 

 

For a few moments, Captain Howard and his copilot First Officer Lee Boyd watched in 

amazement.  Until then, Howard had been skeptical of flying saucer reports.  And Boyd had been 

only half-convinced. 

 

The smaller saucers appearing to be flying in-and-out of the larger ship, though the pilots could 

not be sure. 

 

Suddenly the mothership changed its position, making it appear to change shape just as an 

airplane -- seen from different angles -- assumes varying shapes.  Both Howard and Boyd were 

convinced that objects were solid.  And from the way the 6 small UFOs maneuvered, circling, and 

apparently boarding the mothership, they were obviously under intelligent control. 

 

Calling Goose Bay AFB, Boy reported the strange formation.  Within seconds, 2 U.S. Sabrejet 

fighters were scrambled to meet the Centaurus. 

 

By now, all the crew and some of the passengers had seen the saucer formation.  Had this been 

a cargo flight, Captain Howard might have risked a closer approach.  But with the lives of the crew 

and 51 passengers to consider, he decided against it. 

 

The mothership and its smaller saucers were still flying parallel to the Centaurus when one of 

the Sabrejet pilots radioed the airliner from a point 20 miles away.  The saucers -- Captain Howard 

told him -- were still pacing his plane. 

 

"I'll be there in 2-or-3 minutes," the Air Force pilot answered. 

 

Then a strange thing occurred. 

 

Quickly, the 6 smaller craft merged with the mothership.  Accelerating at tremendous speed, 

the larger machine vanished in a matter of seconds. 

 

Captain Howard and the First Officer stared at each other.  For over 15 minutes, the formation 

had kept pace with the Centaurus, probably watching it with high-powered instruments.  It could 

hardly be a coincidence that the 6 UFOs had hastily boarded the mothership and fled at the precise 

moment when the Sabrejets approached.  Either their instruments had picked up the oncoming jets 

or they had heard the radio reports. 
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… Instead of silencing the crew, the British Air Ministry admitted that it was making a serious 

investigation.  All 11 members of the crew had signed a report agreeing on the details.  12 

passengers also had confirmed the sighting.  The other passengers had been either in their berths or 

the cocktail lounge during the hour of the excitement. 

 

… "They flashed into sight suddenly, and they were obviously not aircraft," Captain Howard 

had said.  "I could swear they were solid.  For 80 miles, they flew parallel to the Stratocruiser.  It 

was one large central object with 6 smaller objects maneuvering about it.  At first, it seemed 

shaped like a jellyfish.  Then it appeared in the shape of a dart." 

 

Within hours of Howard's statement, First Officer Boyd publicly stated that the objects were 

undoubtedly spaceships.  Like his captain, Boyd had a distinguished record.  During the War, he 

had been a squadron leader in the famous Pathfinder Force.  He held the Distinguished Flying 

Cross and bars.  And he also was a veteran of the transatlantic run. 

 

"What we saw was solid, maneuverable, and intelligently-controlled," Boyd told the newsmen.  

"We had a long time to watch them.  It was hard to judge accurately, but I believe the big ship was 

about twice the size of an average house and the smaller ones the size of our Stratocruiser."  …  … 

 

…  …  The next day -- quoting a message from the navy ice-breaker Edisto -- the Pentagon 

stated that the Edisto's officers had seen the same "mirage" at Ungaba Bay, Canada -- hundreds of 

miles from the BOAC encounter.  In wording, the Edisto description was almost identical with 

Captain Howard's report to Intelligence: 

 

"The object appeared to change shape like a jellyfish swimming to the westward.  It also 

appeared as a dart at times." 

 

Based on this report, another statement was released by the Northeast Air Defense Command:  

"The sighting has been evaluated as an unknown natural phenomena -- possibly a mirage." 

 

To anyone who knew the facts, this answer would seem fantastic.  That the men on the Edisto 

miles away should have seen an identical formation at almost the same time as the BOAC crew 

was incredible enough in itself.  That their report should have been worded exactly like Captain 

Howard's seemed almost beyond belief.  …  … 

 

… … weeks later, Captain Howard quietly punctured this convenient answer.  "At 19,000 feet, 

a 'mirage' of what?  Our own aircraft?  No.  That would be a reflected shadow.  The shadow must 

fall on something to be visible.  And there was nothing.  The light from the setting Sun could not 

possible throw a shadow toward itself." … … 

 

 

71.  June 30, [1955?]: Salt Lake City, Utah  (pg. 169) 

The Salt Lake City Desert News and Telegram stated that hundreds of persons had watched 2 

orange-red discs maneuver through Utah skies. 

 

 

72.  July 5, 1954: Wilmington, Delaware  (pg. 187) 

At 9:39 pm, another flying saucer had raced over Wilmington.  As it passed overhead, a 

<blinking> green light was seen by GOC observers Robert O'Conner and Frank Garosi.  At 9:40 -- 
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one minute after they reported to the Baltimore Air Filter Center -- the Air Force confirmed this 

object as a UFO. 

 

 

73.  July 7, 1954: Torquay, England  (pg. 202) 

The London News Chronicle said that Torquay was shaken by a double explosion and 

thousands of people were startled by the blasts. … The double explosion was first blamed on a 

mysterious delta-wing jet plane.  But after a full investigation, the Air Ministry denied this 

explanation.  The strange machine remained unidentified. 

 

 

74.  July 11, [1954?]:  Hunterdon, Pennsylvania  (pg. 190) 

A flying disc had paced 4 Air Force jet bombers over Hunterdon. 

 

 

75.  July 13, [1954?]: Norfolk, Virginia  (pg. 190) 

An ex-pilot sighted a huge disc 200-feet in diameter racing silently at 3,000 feet. 

 

 

76.  July 29, [1954?]:  (pg. 190) 

A Dutch shipmaster gave officials a detailed report of a saucer that he had seen hovering over 

his ship 80 miles from New York. 

 

 

77.  July 23, [1954?]:  Franklin, Indiana  (pg. 191) 

4 large saucers were spotted over Franklin gleaming like metal in the twilight.  They were 

immediately reported to the South Bend Filter Center by Robert D. Wolfe, Chief of the Johnson 

County GOC.  In less than 2 minutes, jets from the 97
th

 Interceptor Squadron at Dayton raced 

toward the scene.  Meanwhile, word had reached Burk Friedersdorf of the Indianapolis Star. 

 

Just as Friedersdorf came into the GOC post, 2 Air Force jets reached the area.  Wolfe had no 

time to order the reporter out -- the pilots were already asking directions through a ground hook-up 

with the South Ben Filter Center.  With Friedersdorf calling off bearings, the Chief Observer 

guided the jets toward the saucer. 

 

As one jet dived over the UFO, the strange machine suddenly began to climb.  The 2 pilots 

raced up beside it … then suddenly veered away and headed back to Dayton.  When Friedersdorf 

called Dayton, the 97
th

 Squadron officers denied sending the 2 jets. 

 

But Friedersdorf insisted that he had seen them.  He said, "I was at the GOC post.  I helped the 

Chief Observer vector them in." 

 

There was a hurried conference at the other end.  Then Friedersdorf got his first lesson on the 

UFO blackout.  "The incident is officially denied," said the Wright Field officer.  "It is a classified 

matter." 
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78.  August 8, [1954?]:  Canada  (pg. 198) 

… Lou Corbin said, "Do you know Wilbert B. Smith -- the Shirley Bay Project chief?  Is that 

closing announcement on the level?"  [Stealthskater note: more on Canadian radio engineer 

Wilbert Smith and "Project Magnet" is archived at doc   pdf   URL  ] 

 

"I doubt it.  Smith wrote last month that they'd had a startling gravimeter reading on August 8.  

He said the sky was overcast, so he and the staff couldn't see what caused the needle to  jump.  But 

he's positive that there was a spaceship overhead."  …  … 

 

 

79.  [August 14, 1954?]: Washington DC  (pp. 197-198) 

…  Lou Corbin paused for a moment.  Then, "I have a strange report for you.  There was a jet 

crash near Chesapeake Bay about 2 weeks ago.  It was a queer thing.  While a crash boat searched 

for the pilot's body, its captain sighted a UFO overhead.  Right after that, the pilot of an F=51 

search plane bailed out after yelling on his radio that he had hit 'something' and was spinning 

around." … 

 

 

80.  August 28, 1954: Tinker AFB, Oklahoma  (pp. 25-26) 

At 8:30 pm, a formation of 15 flying saucers approached Oklahoma City.  Picked up by radar, 

the strange machines were spotted from Tinker AFB.  Within second -- by standing orders of the 

Air Defense Command -- a flight of jets was dispatched. 

 

… The 15 saucers had raced over the edge of the city.  Their guns set to fire, the jets hurtled 

after them at full power.  Abruptly the formation broke.  Changing into a semi-circle, the saucers 

speed up and vanished in to the west. 

 

 

81.  September 11/October 9, 1954: Baltimore  (pp. 271-272) 

At dawn on September 11, thousands of dead birds had been found around Friendship Airport 

at Baltimore.  When examined by Game Warden Fielding Crawford, they proved to be oven birds, 

yellow-throats, red-eyed verso, black and white warblers, magnolia warblers, Connecticut 

warblers, and red-starts. 

 

Baffled at first, Crawford suggested that the birds might have flown into the beam of the 2-

million candlepower ceiling light over the airport.  Apparently, he said, this had blinded them, 

causing them to fall into the ground.  However, Crawford added, autopsies would be performed to 

rule out the chance that the birds might have eaten bugs sprayed by some powerful insecticide. 

 

That all of these varied types of birds could have been poisoned and then have flow to the 

airport to die seemed incredible.  But so did the ceiling-beam answer.  For airport ceiling lights had 

been shining into the sky for years all over the Country, and no mass bird deaths had ever been 

reported. 

 

Then a month later, the mystery had deepened.  On the morning of October 9, birds by tens-of-

thousands were found dead in Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, Kansas, Tennessee, and 

Pennsylvania. 
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At the Allentown, Pennsylvania airport where the situation was typical, hundreds of dead and 

dying birds were carted away by the truckload.  Wildlife authorities admitted that they had no idea 

as to what had caused the incident.  Dr. John E. Trainer -- an ornithologist at Muhlenberg College -

- told reporters that atmospheric conditions might have killed the birds.  But neither he nor other 

ornithologists could suggest what kind of conditions might lead to such widespread disaster. 

 

 

82.  September 15, 1954: Bihar, India  (pg. 26) 

A flying saucer suddenly descended to a height of 500 feet and hovered over an Atomic 

Energy Commission mine.  800 frightened Biharis fled into their homes as a sadhu wanted them 

that the object was "something from Heaven".  After its close-range observation of the mine, the 

disc-shaped machine disappeared in a swift, vertical climb. 

 

 

83.  September 18, 1954: Oakland, California  (pg. 202) 

Just before a strange explosion was over Oakland, 2 deputy sheriffs and a retired Air Force 

officer reported seeing a green object in the sky. 

 

 

84.  September 18, [1954?]:  SouthWest U.S.  (pp. 198-199) 

At 9 pm, one of the strange green fireballs streaked over the Southwest, frightening thousands 

of citizens.  Racing at about 20,000 feet, the brilliant green missile threw a weird emerald glow 

over Colorado, New Mexico, and parts of Texas.  At Albuquerque, the AP reported that the 

mysterious fireball had fouled up radio and TV transmission; rattled airplanes flying through its 

trail; and "scared the wits out of many New Mexicans".  Skies were reported to have been as bright 

as day when the missile flashed overhead.  Blinding as a searchlight at its greatest intensity, the 

object left a luminous cloud visible for 30 seconds. 

 

…  …  Like all the other green fireballs, the strange missile had silently exploded without 

leaving a trace. 

 

 

85.  September 20, [1954?]: Knoxville, Tennessee  (pg. 199) 

A large disc and 2 smaller ones were sighted as they flew overhead in formation. 

 

 

86.  September 20, [1954?]: Ionia, Michigan  (pg. 199) 

A 3-disc formation was seen at Ionia by amateur astronomers William R. McLaughlin and 

Clark Burgeon.  Both believed that the unknown machines were under intelligent control.  

Identical sightings at Caledonia and Grand Rapids were also reported to Air Defense. 

 

 

87.  September 20, [1954?]: Ramore, Ontario  (pg. 199) 

An oval-shaped saucer was sighted near Ramore by Constable Florian Giabowski of the 

Ontario Provincial Police.  As he watched from his patrol car, the saucer seemed to disintegrate in 

a shower of brilliant particles.  The constable's report was confirmed by a pilot flying in the same 

area.  Immediately after the incident, an odd blue rain began to fall.  Samples tested later by the 

Defense Research Board proved to be moderately radioactive. 

 



 24 

6 hours after the "blue rain" fell, a "noiseless blue-white ball" was reported by police in 

Minneapolis and at Fargo and Sioux Falls, South Dakota.  Estimating its speed to be about 1,000 

mph, police said that the UFO's brilliant light illuminated the ground for several seconds. 

 

 

88.  September 27, [1954?]: Hartford, Connecticut  (pg. 200) 

At 9:24 pm, an enormous glowing disc flashed low over Pennsylvania.  Flying at tremendous 

speed, the UFO was seen by the crews of 3 airliners.  One of them was Eastern Airlines Flight-694.  

When the Eastern plane landed at Baltimore's Friendship Airport, the crew was questioned for 2 

hours by Air Force Intelligence officers. 

 

Tipped off by Lou Corbin, the next morning I asked the CAA for the names of this Eastern 

flight crew.  I learned that the senior pilot was Captain William Call.  When I phoned him, he said 

that he could not discuss the sighting which had been reported under JANAP 146. 

 

"But there is one case that I can talk about," he said.  "A short time ago on a flight from 

Boston, we were circling over Hartford Airport at 8,000 feet.  We were on instruments in the 

overcast, waiting for our turn to land. 

 

"All of sudden, there was a tremendous flash -- apparently from some terrific explosion.  For a 

second, I thought an A-bomb had gone off. 

 

"The Hartford tower called that they had had a bad scare.  An American airliner was 'holding' 

underneath us, and the tower thought that we had collided.  I never found out what the explosion 

was.  But I can tell you this -- none of us ever saw anything ike it before." 

 

"Those queer blasts have been going on for over 2 years," I said.  "At first, the Air Force 

blamed them on pilots gong through the sound barrier …" 

 

"But how could that light up the sky?" said Captain Call.  "This Hartford thing was no sonic 

boom.  Whatever it was, it lit up a 100-mile area!" 

 

After he hung up, I thought back over the mysterious explosion reports.  Some -- but not all -- 

had been definitely connected with UFOs. 

 

 

89.  {September, 1954?]:  (pp. 217-221) 

… The British War Office received an incredible report.  At Noon on the preceding day, a 

strange U-formation had appeared on a civilian radarscope.  Counting the blips, the operator found 

the formation consisted of 40-50 UFOs covering an area 12 miles long and 8 miles wild.  Flying 

west at 12,000 feet, the saucers changed with a precise movement from a U-formation to 2 parallel 

lines.  A few moments later, these lines broke and the UFOs reformed in a perfect 'Z'. 

 

Incredulous at first, the War Office and the Air Ministry started a routine investigation.  It had 

hardly begun when the mysterious UFOs returned.  As before, they arrived at Noon over the same 

area.  Like a well-trained aircraft squadron, they changed precisely from the first U-formation to 

parallel lines and then to the final 'Z' before they disappeared. 

 

At a score of War Office and Air Ministry radar stations, astonished operators fully confirmed 

the first report.  Though the Air Ministry was sure that these were no British aircraft, a quick check 
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was made.  In addition, British Intelligence agents on the Continent searched for a clue to the 

mystery formation.  But no one in Europe had seen the strange machines. 

 

Up to then, each time that radar had caught the objects over England, cloudy skies had hidden 

them from the ground.  But the 3
rd

 appearance came a bright, clear day.  By now, not only radar 

stations but also RAF bases and jet patrols had been put on alert. 

 

As before, the familiar formation appeared at Noon.  Again, the unknown craft separated into 2 

parallel lines and then formed the huge 'Z'.  But this time, the War Office made a startling 

discovery. 

 

Though tracked perfectly on all radarscopes, the UFO formation was invisible to the human 

eye. 

 

Even with all the official evidence, some members of the Air Ministry refused to believe the 

reports.  All radar stations were ordered to recheck their equipment.  When the equipment was 

found to be in order, Civil Defense plane-spotters and the RAAF were ordered to maintain special 

alerts. 

 

4 more times did the mystery formation return at Noon, performing its strange maneuvers over 

the area.  Each time, ground observers trained binoculars on the area indicated by radar.  Each 

time, RAF pilots flying above 12,000 feet stared down from their jets looking for the unknown 

machines. 

 

But all they could see was an empty sky. 

 

… … "They are invisible to the human eye," a War Office spokesman told the London Sunday 

Dispatch.  "Every time, they have followed the same pattern, always around mid-day.  All our 

radar sets in the area have picked them up." 

 

Neither the War Office nor the Air Ministry could explain what the radar blips meant.  But a 

careful check had shown that they were not caused by any identifiable aircraft.  When the Dispatch 

asked what the objects could be, the War Office spokesman said that he had been given top-level 

orders to "maintain the utmost secrecy".  Then he added, "Even if I did know what they are, I am 

too worried to say anything." 

 

Of all the saucer reports, this was one of the most baffling.  Flying saucer formations -- usually 

V's -- had been sighted several times.  And in a few cases, formations had actually changes as at 

Hamilton AFB in California on August 3.  On that occasion, several discs which had flown in a 

circle were seen by Air Force pilots to take up a diamond-shaped formation. 

 

But invisible UFOs!  That was hard to believe. 

 

… … … That evening, I picked up 'Paul Redell' (pseudo name) at his 'F' Street hotel.  As we 

swung south on 14
th

 Street, I started to tell about the report from London.  But he interrupted. 

 

"Yes, I know about it.  And I'm pretty sure it's happened here, too." 

 

"Paul, this floors me.  I've always thought of the saucers as solid objects, probably metallic …" 

 

"So have I," said Redell.  "I still do." 
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"Don't tell me that you believe in this 'dematerialization' business!" 

 

"The 4
th

 dimension?  That hasn't anything to do with it," he said. 

 

"Then how can the things make themselves invisible?" 

 

"Look," he said, "I'm not trying to be mysterious.  But I believe that the answer is tied in with 

some highly-classified research that I've heard about.  Even though our company isn't working on 

it, I can't say a thing."  [StealthSkater note: Are they talked about stealth technology way back 

then?  Also what about the equation that some skeptics like to post: 

CIA + ECM = UFOs?] 

 

"Can you tell me this?" I asked him.  "This secret research …  I know we're trying to duplicate 

the saucers as fast as possible.  Do you mean that we already know about the invisibility angle and 

are trying to achieve that too?" 

 

Redell considered for a moment and then shook his head.  "I'm sorry, Don, I can't answer that 

either.  But there's one lead I can give you because it's on the record.  Do you remember some 

strange radar reports in WWII about phantom objects?  They later called it the 'ghost of Nansei-

shoto'?" 

 

[StealthSkater note: I won't repeat the rest here because it has already been archived at doc   

pdf   URL   ] 

 

 

90.  [October 12, 1954?]: Munster, Germany  (pg. 207) 

A movie projectionist named Franz Hoge reported watching a saucer land in a field.  Hoge 

discovered a cigar-shaped machine hovering 6-feet above the ground, giving off a brilliant blue 

radiance which nearly blinded him.  Just after this, he sighted 4 small, peculiarly-shaped creatures 

with "thick-set bodies, oversized heads, and delicate legs". 

 

 

91.  October 12, 1954: (pp. 256-257) 

An F-100 Super Sabrejet had disintegrated over California, killing test pilot George Welsh.  

For 3 months, the North American Aviation Corporation had investigated the case.  Finally on 

February 9, 1955 it was revealed that the plane had encountered a mysterious force, throwing it 

violently to one side. 

 

"Aerodynamic phenomena never before experienced by man caused the F-100 disaster," the 

company told the Associated Press. 

 

 

92.  October 14, [1954?]: Essex, UK  (pg. 207) 

Shortly after 4 pm, RAF Flight Lieutenant J.R. Salandin had taken off from North Weald, 

Essex in a Meteor jet fighter.  It was a bright clear day.  As Salandin climbed above the Thames 

Esuary, he signaled 2 other Meteor jets flying high above him. 
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As his plane reached 16,000 feet, Salandin suddenly saw 2 round objects racing between the 

other Meteors.  Within seconds, the UFOs vanished.  As he turned back looking through his 

canopy windshield, Salandin froze. 

 

Coming at him head-on was another flying saucer!  In the last split-second, the saucer flipped 

to one side and streaked past the fighter.  But in that taut moment, Salandin got a clear view of the 

mystery ship.  The main body was like 2 saucers pressed together.  It had a dome-shaped top and a 

similar round projection beneath.  It glowed with a silver metallic gleam. 

 

"The object was traveling at a tremendous speed," Salandin later told the British Flying Saucer 

Review.  "I was so shaken that I had to fly around quietly for about 10 minutes to recover." 

 

 

93.  October 23, [1954?]: Brazil  (pg. 212) 

 

On October 23, a Buenos Aires report described a disc that had maneuvered over the city. 

 

The next day, a formation of "circular silver-colored" objects was sighted by Brazilian Air 

Force pilots at Porto Alegre.  In an official statement, the Air Force Base Command said the 

objects were moving at tremendous speed over the base: 

 

"It was impossible to calculate the altitude or velocity at which the objects moved.  But the 

speed was greater than that of any of which the base has knowledge.  Their general shape was 

circular; they were silver-colored and shimmering.  The objects were not celestial because their 

movements appeared to be mechanical and intermittent." 

 

 

94. {October 26, 1954?]: Yugoslavia  (pg. 213) 

Scores of glowing objects had streaked over Yugoslavia giving off a bluish glow.  One of the 

flights moving between Zagreb and Belgade was clocked by 2 weather-station observatories.  It 

was found that they had covered the 250 miles in 5 minutes at a rate of 3,000 mph.  Several of the 

Yugoslavian astronomers stated that the UFOs could not have been meteors and probably were not 

any form of "heavenly body". 

 

 

95.  October 28, [1954?]: Rome  (pg. 213) 

A flying disc was sighted over Rome by many observers including U.S. Ambassador Clare 

Booth Luce.  "I saw something, but I don't know what it was," Ambassador Luce admitted. 

 

As the saucer raced over the fashionable Boulevard Via Veneto, it was sighted by AP reporter 

Maurizio Andreolo.  "It looked like a Moon dashing across the sky at fantastic speed.  It flew 

silently." 

 

 

96.  October 28, [1954?]: Washington DC  (pg. 213) 

Once again as in 1952 and during the 2 tense nights of June 1954, Washington DC Control 

Center radarmen tracked the mysterious formations as they maneuvered over the Capital.  Again a 

hasty alert sent interceptors skyward, streaking up after the UFOs.  But before they could reach the 

saucers' altitude, the strange machines had raced off into the night.  By this time, they had been 

seen by hundreds of people in Washington and its suburbs. 
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Earlier in the evening, a Navy jet fighter made an emergency landing 5 miles at sea near 

Norfolk.  Though the pilot was rescued, no explanation of the accident was made public. 

 

A few hours after this, 2 twin-engined anti-sub patrol planes vanished offshore, also in the 

Norfolk area.  At their base in Norfolk, officers said that neither crew had reported trouble in their 

last radio messages.  Though both planes were equipped with life rafts, no survivors were found. 

 

 

97.  October 31, [1954?]:  (pg. 216) 

On Saturday night, a giant Navy transport carrying 42 persons disappeared somewhere over the 

Atlantic.  In a routine flight, the 4-engine Super Constellation had taken off from Patuxent, 

Maryland carrying Navy personnel and 2-or-3 Navy families to a base in the Azores.  As in the 

other cases, there had been no SOS, no indication of trouble -- only an ominous silence after the 

last routine radio report.  For 4 days, the aircraft carrier Leyte and 29 other vessels combed a wide 

area.  At the same time, aircraft crews scanned an expanse 200 miles on each side of the missing 

transport's course. 

 

 

98.  November 1, [1954?]: Marysville, Ohio  (pp. 226-227) 

2 teachers and about 60 students reported sighted a cigar-shaped flying saucer which had 

hovered over Jerome Elementary School.  According to Principal Rodney Warrick (one of the 

witnesses), the strange machine appeared to have windows.  Its luminosity was so brilliant that he 

had to shield his eyes. 

 

Suddenly the object -- moving silently -- accelerated to a terrific speed.  As it raced westward, 

it left a 3-mile trail of milky-white asbestos-like strands which settled over trees, bushes, and 

telephone lines. 

 

Both Warrick and the other teacher -- Mrs. George Dittmar -- recovered some of the "angel's 

hair" -- the name which had been applied in similar cases.  When they pulled one strand into a 

thread, they found it so thought that it could hardly be broken.  But a few moments after they had 

touched it, the substance disappeared. 

 

Warrick however managed to preserve one specimen in a glass jar, though he reported that his 

hands temporarily turned green from handling it. … 

 

 

99.  November 11, [1954?]: Louisville, Kentucky  (pp. 228-229) 

At 3 pm, a huge, round, glowing object was sighted by thousands.  It caused a rush of calls to 

newspapers and police.  Confirmed by the 784
th

 Ground Control radar unit, the saucer was tracked 

as it passed near Godman Field where in 1952, Captain Thomas Mantell had begun his fatal chase 

of another saucer. 

 

After checking the radar reports, Lieutenant Colonel Lee Merkel -- base commander of the 

Kentucky Air National Guard -- notified Wright-Patterson Field.  Then a strange sequence of 

events began. 

 

According to Wright-Patterson, an F-86 was immediately sent to investigate.  Just after this, 

Colonel Merkel and another Air Guard pilot tried to close in on the object which -- to them -- was 
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now quite visible.  After he landed, Colonel Merkel said that the UFO was traveling against the 

wind, which would have been impossible for a balloon. 

 

 

100.  November 21, 1954: Brazil  (pp.26-27) 

A Brazilian airline was cruising along in the dark bound for Rio de Janeiro.  Flying at 8,000 

feet, the plane was over the Paraiba River when a strange glow suddenly appeared ahead. 

 

In a moment a weird formation took shape -- 19 round machines, each more than 100 feet in 

diameter.  Glowing like hot metal, the mysterious craft approached at supersonic speed.  Before 

the pilot could move his controls, the saucers were flashing past and beneath his wings. 

 

 

101.  November 26, [1954?]:  Millville, New Jersey  (pp. 232-233) 

…  an object with 4 reddish-yellow lights forming a rectangle had circled over Millville.  

Shortly afterward, a searchlight had caught the object, revealing to be a huge disc.  As soon as the 

light touched it, the UFO speeded up and swiftly disappeared. … 

 

… "I got the dope from a reporter that I know at Millville," Lou Corbin told me.  "When I 

phoned Captain W.J. Thompson at Olmstead AFB, he said that Air Defense had been alerted by 

CAA's Air Traffic Control in New York.  He refused so say anything about the Millville sighting -- 

he told me it was classified.  But right on top of that, he admitted knowing about the investigation 

of 'unidentified crashed objects'. 

 

"And here's the payoff:  He told me that they had orders to report all press and radio queries to 

high authorities.  From the way he talked, I think that also includes the CAA too." 

 

 

102.  November 30, [1954?]:  (pp.231-232) 

At 2 pm, a mysterious bright flash in the sky was reported simultaneously in Atlanta, Newman, 

and Columbus, Georgia; in Sylacauga and Birmingham, Alabama; and as far away as Greenville, 

Mississippi.  This brilliant light was immediately followed by a series of strange explosions 

apparently centered high in the sky above Sylacauga. 

 

Moments later, a black object 6 inches in diameter crashed into the home of Mrs. Hewlett 

Hodges.  Smashing a 3-foot wide hole in the roof, the shining black object tore through the living-

room ceiling.  Striking the radio, it bounced off and gashed Mrs. Hodges' arm. 

 

Meanwhile, the mysterious explosions had caused a hurried Air Defense alert.  A 3-state search 

for fallen objects was immediately begun by squadrons of Air Force planes.  When word of the 

"Sylacauga object" reached the Air Force, Intelligence officers flew to the scene from Maxwell 

AFB at Montgomery.  Explaining that "the Air Force is required to examine such strange objects", 

they whisked it away to Maxwell Field from which it was flow immediately to ATIC. 

 

An hour-or-two later, the object was labeled a meteorite. 

 

As soon as this appeared in the papers, I received a call from Lou Corbin.  "It's plain that this is 

part of the Air Force 'unidentified crashed objects' investigation.  They must believe the thing is 

linked with the saucers." 
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"It doesn't look like a coincidence," I said, "that this object fell just after those explosions.  If it 

had been a meteor exploding, it wouldn't have made such a bright flash in the daytime." … 

 

 

103.  December, 1954: Palm Springs, California  (pg. 250, 258) 

 

William P. Lear -- manufacturer of aircraft and electronic equipment -- told a February 2, 1955 

Bogota, Columbia news conference that the flying saucers were real. … 

 

… In December, Lear told the Grand Rapids Herald that he and his pilot (Hal Herman of Los 

Angeles) both sighted a saucer from Lear's private plane at an altitude of 12,000 feet.  In shape, he 

said, it fitted the familiar descriptions of flying discs.  Giving off a greenish glow, it hovered 

motionless for a few seconds before disappearing from sight. 

 

When he reported the sighting to an airway radio station, 2 other pilots in the vicinity 

immediately radioed that they had also seen the object. 

 

In the Herald interview, Lear again stated his belief that the saucers come from outer space and 

are directed by an intelligence beyond that of humans. 

 

The saucers, Lear went on, evidently come from a planet with beings who have overcome the 

law of gravity.  He then predicted that we were close to mastering this secret which he called the 

"missing link" in the revised Einstein theory.  "The day is approaching," Lear said, "when man will 

build vehicles that travel on the ground or fly with equal facility, overcoming the law of gravity." 

 

Concluding, he revealed that an American aviation company (which he would not identify) 

was already conducting gravitational field research. 

 

 

104.  January 1, 1955: Lima, Peru  (pg. 247) 

A 5-saucer formation was seen by many witnesses.  The discs hovered over the city, giving off 

an intense silvery light. 

 

 

105.  January 14, 1955:  (pp. 247-248) 

At approximately 5:30 pm, a large fiery object was seen dropping from the sky near Idyllwild.  

Immediately afterward, a radio flash from a B-47 jet bomber electrified Intelligence officers at 

March Field. 

 

"An unknown object just hit our wing!" the bomber captain reported. 

 

Fortunately, the damaged wing did not crumple and the pilot carefully nursed the plane down 

to an emergency landing.  For several hours, Intelligence officers and Air Force special 

investigators searched the area in a hunt for the fallen object.  At the same time, witnesses who had 

seen the fireball drop from the sky were questioned by other Intelligence officers.  But the Air 

Force men refused to explain what had happened. 
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106. January 23, 1955: Darby, Pennsylvania  (pp. 248-249) 

Another mysterious fireball streaked down from the sky.  About the size of a grapefruit, the 

flaming missile crashed through a 2
nd

-floor window of William C. Cunningham's house.  When the 

50-year-old widower attempted to scoop up the blazing object and hurl it out of the window, his 

right hand was burned to the bone.  Within a few seconds, flames from the object had set fire to the 

house, wrecking the upper floor. 

 

Afterward, pieces of the fireball were tested by firemen.  Whatever the object was, it had none 

of the characteristics of ordinary metal.  "It's the most unusual thing I've seen in my 25 years' 

experience," Fire Marshal Joseph Francis told the United Press.  "We subjected the pieces that we 

found to a 1700- degree heat.  They didn't melt.  They only glowed to a cherry-red, cooled off 

rapidly, and retained their shape.  We also tested them with a magnet but got no reaction.  Their 

resistance to electricity is almost aero."  [StealthSkater note: the first evidence for a room-

temperature superconductor?] 

 

When the pieces cooled, the fire marshal said that the metal was found to be a dull silver on the 

outside.  But when they were broken open, the interior shone brightly.  … 

 

… There was only one other explanation.  The mysterious fireball was some type of aerial 

missile, apparently identical with the one which had crashed through the East New Haven 

signboard on August 19, 1953. 

 

 

107.  February 2, 1955: South America  (pp. 249-250) 

A UFO encounter occurred over the route from Maiquetia to Merida.  Piloted by famous 

Venezuelan flyer Dario Celis, an Aeropost airliner was flying at 6,500 feet between Barquisimeto 

and Valera.  It was a clear day with unlimited visibility.  Until 11:15 am, the flight was normal. 

 

Suddenly Captain Celis and copilot B.J. Cortes spotted a strange round "apparatus" flying 

swiftly toward the plane.  Rotating counterclockwise, the mysterious machine shone with a 

greenish light.  Around its center was a red ring or band which emitted flashes of brilliant light.  

Above-and-below this band were lighted portholes. 

 

Hurriedly Celis cut in his mike to call the Barquisimeto radio station.  After reporting the 

saucer, he waited for an answer.  But the receiver had gone dead.  (Later the Barquisimeto radio 

operators stated that just as Captain Celis had begun his report, communication was cut off.) 

 

As Celis went back to alert the passengers, Cortes banked toward the rotating UFO.  Instantly 

the saucer whirled downward.  Then leaving off, it raced away at tremendous speed. 

 

When the plane landed, the pilots learned of the sudden break in radio communication not only 

at Barquisimeto but also at Valera, which was receiving the information too.  Not until the airliner 

was a few miles from the Valera airport had the radio resumed normal operations. 

 

Both flyers told reporters that they had never believed in flying saucers.  "But now," said 

Captain Celis, "not only are we convinced of their existence, but also that they are controlled."  

Then he added, "This was the most sensational experience of my career as a pilot.  And I will 

remember this incident forever." 
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The pilots' detailed report -- which made front-page headlines -- was fully confirmed by the 

passengers. 

 

Just 3 nights later, the commanding officer of the ocean liner Vera Cruz reported that a "huge, 

luminous craft, cruising at fantastic speed" had passed above his ship.  Sighted off the eastern 

Venezuelan coast, the mystery craft was observed by the captain himself as well as by several 

members of the crew and passengers. 

 

108.  February 6, 1955: South Island, New Zealand  (pg. 255) 

A strange machine was sighted over South Island.  Moments later, it was seen flying at 200 

feet by farmers at Inchbonnie, 30 miles inland.  Hundreds of observers at widely-separated points 

reported seeing the strange silver shape as it flashed overhead.  Described as cigar-shaped and 

traveling at tremendous speed, the object cast a dazzling light as it sped toward the Southern Alps. 

 

Suddenly the object appeared to explode so violently that the force of the blast was felt over 

several hundred square miles.  Shortly afterward, a tall column of smoke was seen to rise above the 

mountains.  But no wreckage was found. 

 

 

109.  February 7, 1955:  (pp. 255-256) 

A fiery object similar to the February 6, 1955 incident startled hundreds of people from central 

Florida to Cuba.  Reported by ship and airline crews, the brilliant UFO caused one pilot to zoom 

his plane 1,000 feet. 

 

"I thought it was coming in the window," said Captain Francis Black of Eastern Airlines.  "It 

looked like a ball of fire 10-15 feet in diameter. 

 

When he landed at Miami, Captain Black was told that what he had seen was a meteor.  But 

another airline pilot -- Captain William B. Nash of Pan-American Airways -- quickly exposed this 

apparent cover-up. In a letter to CRIFO, Captain Nash reported: 

 

"It was a very odd meteor.  I found that a PAA crew with Captain Charles Elmore in command 

saw 3 bright white lights south of their DC-6 as they cross Biscayne Bay.  The lights -- much 

bright than aircraft flares -- were also seen by the Miami airport tower but could not be identified. 

 

"Between 7:55 and 8:35 pm," concluded Captain Nash, "there were 3 separate sightings -- thus 

completely disproving the 'meteor' explanation." 

 

 

110.  February 11, 1955:  (pg. 259) 

Word of a peculiar sighting by a Pan-American Airlines crew came in on the Pentagon 

teletypes.  Though the Intelligence report was kept secret, the incident was later confirmed by 

Captain James King in a news story printed at Maiquetia, Venezuela. 

 

"We were flying between Miami and New York," Captain King told Maiquetia reporters, 

"when suddenly -- close to the plane and under the wings -- 2 strange reddish-green objects passed 

by.  They were also seen by some of the passengers." 

 

The newspaper added that Captain King had never before believed in flying saucers.  But after 

this incident, his opinion had quickly changed. 
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111.  February 13, 1955: Rome  (pp. 259-260) 

Carrying 29 persons including 4 Americans, a 4-engine Belgian DC-6 was approaching Rome's 

Ciampino Airport, cleared for a routine landing.  A few minutes before it was due at the field, the 

Belgian captain radioed that he had seen a fireball in the sky.  Before he could finish his report, the 

radio went dead.  Airport tower operators anxiously scanned the sky.  But the plane did not appear. 

 

During the search for the missing airliner, a mysterious "orange spot in the sky" was reported 

near Rome. 

 

Then after a 6-day search, the lost plane was found wrecked in the mountains with all aboard 

dead. 

 

 

112.  February 14, 1955: Tyler, Texas  (pg. 260) 

A weird green fireball flashed across Texas.  Its fiery glow was seen as far east as Jackson, 

Mississippi.  Streaking silently through the sky, the mysterious object was observed by thousands 

including 3 control-tower operators at Pound's Field. 

 

"It was about Midnight," said J.N. Aber, one f the control-tower operators.  "This light seemed 

to pop out of the sky directly over us like a huge electric arc.  It was greenish like the tip of a 

welder's torch.  It was a blinding light -- the brightest that I ever saw.  The whole room lit up for a 

second." 

 

All 3 operators agreed that the fireball was moving so swiftly that it crossed the horizon in little 

more than a second. 

 

 

113.  April 6, 1955: New Mexico  (pp. 264-265) 

3 green fireballs had streaked across new Mexico.  According to Civil Air Patrol Lieutenant 

Paul Mallott, one had plunged from the sky and exploded near the mountains. 

 

"Suddenly," Mallott said, "there was a white, blinding flash with no color to it at all.  There 

was no smoke.  But a huge cloud of dust arose above the mountain when the object struck and 

apparently exploded." 

 

At Hobbs, New Mexico, other observers had reported that a fireball approximately 12-inches in 

diameter had plunged into the earth a few miles east of town.  Searchers could find no fragments. 

 

Meanwhile, Dr. Lincoln La Paz -- head of the New Mexico Meteoritics Institute -- disclosed 

that there had been heavy radio shortwave and TV disturbances as the fireballs passed over the 

state.  And that Air Force officers at nearby bases were concerned. La Paz said that these could not 

be normal meteorites since it was incredible for more than one meteorite to fall in any one day. 

 

"I don't know what they are," he added.  "But they are all of the same family.  Also -- and very 

important -- when a meteor hits the upper atmosphere and shatters, it may spread fragments from 

10-to-15 miles.  Here, however, we have sightings from about 250 miles across the state. 
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"The important thing," said Dr. La Paz, "is that the fireball was a brilliant Kelly-Green as 

opposed to the blue or blue-green color seen in ordinary meteor falls." 

  

Then La Paz quoted Albuquerque attorney Quincy Adams who had seen one of the green 

fireballs from his 8
th

 floor office window. 

 

"It was so bright that it looked like an explosion half-a-mile away<' Adams told La Paz. 

 

"Actually, it was 200 miles away," La Paz revealed.  "That's how bright it was." 

 

 

114.  April 8, 1955: Illinois  (pp. 265-267) 

At 9:30 am, a round bright object was sighted between Rockford and Cherry Valley.  A few 

minutes later, 3 Air Force jets streaked across the sky.  With guns blazing, one of the jets whirled 

in for a quick pas at the UFO. 

 

A few seconds before this, the sound of the racing jets had been heard by John C. Gregory, 

executive secretary of the Winnebago County Civil Defense Council.  Hurrying to the top of the 

City Hall building, he saw the jets converge on their target. 

 

Suddenly a second object -- brilliant white -- streaked past the jets. 

 

A second later, there was a flaming explosion as the larger object blew up.  The jets circled for 

a few moments, then climbed up and raced away. 

 

…  The Rockford Register editor was told that the pilots had fired on a weather balloon which 

had been launched at Minneapolis.  There was no mention of the mysterious object which had 

streaked past the fighters.  Nor was there any explanation for this amazing attack on a weather 

balloon over a populated area. 

 

… … " 'Just prior to the explosion," Gregory told the Register, "Another flat, spherical brilliant 

white object shot by the jets at a high speed, going from southeast to northwest.' 

 

"The jets were from O'Hare Field in Park Ridge.  Air Force officials at the field said that the 

weather balloon was sent up from Minneapolis." 

 

From the phrase "another flat, spherical brilliant white object", it was apparent that Gregory 

knew the pilots' target had not been a balloon.  But no other details could be secured either at 

O'Hare Field or at the Pentagon. 

 

Later, Captain White insisted that the Air Force had no knowledge of such an incident.  And 

that its jets would never endanger lives by firing on weather balloons.  When I heard this answer, I 

was positive that White had been ordered to deny attacks on saucers, for the evidence in the 

Rockford case was impossible to dismiss. 

 

 

115.  April 9, 1955: Plattsburg, New York  (pp. 267-268) 

At 1:31 am, a UFO was seen maneuvering over the city by GOC observers Jim Roddy and 

Allen R. Roberts.  From then until dawn, the 2 observers watched the saucer through high-powered 
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binoculars, reporting regularly to the Albany Air Filter Center.  Then at sunrise, the UFO began a 

vertical ascent.  As it rose into the sky, the 2 men witnessed a strange sight. 

 

"From underneath the object," said Roddy, "a stream of 8 green lights shot to the ground.  Then 

a blast of white flame also shot out, and the UFO began climbing straight upward.  Finally it 

disappeared at an altitude of about 60,000 feet." 

 

 

116.  July 12, 1955: London, Ontario  (pp. 275-276) 

… … "9 UFOs were sighted near Innerkip," said Frank Edwards.  "The London, Ontario 

Evening Free Press says that 8 of them were oval and chrome-colored.  The other -- apparently it 

was larger -- seemed to be round and silver." 

 

"The next day, several witnesses at London sighted a disc nearly 200-feet in diameter.  It flew 

south over the lake and then suddenly shot up and disappeared.  According to an Ottawa dispatch 

which I just saw, the RCAF has alerted all its pilots to be on the watch for flying saucers." 

 

 

[StealthSkater note:  What I have found interesting is that some of the stuff surround UFOs seems 

to have gotten lost over time while other peculiarities remain to this day.  For 

instance, we hear almost of nothing of the "green fireballs" or "foo fighters" that 

were so common in the early UFO reports.  But "sharp-angled turns", "unbelievable 

accelerations", and "morphing" have remained all through the decades. 

 

More reports/investigations of early and modern-day UFOs appear in: 

WorldReports_1 =>  doc   pdf   URL-doc   URL-pdf    

Quotes_1 => doc   pdf   URL-doc   URL-pdf   

UFO_Gallery => doc   pdf   URL   

Scully_01 => doc   pdf   URL-doc   URL-pdf   

Keyhoe_02 =>  doc   pdf   URL-doc   URL-pdf   

Flammonde_01 =>  doc   pdf   URL-doc   URL-pdf   

Sightings_01 =>  doc   pdf   URL-doc   URL-pdf   

as well as at   UFO…  =>  doc   pdf   URL        in general . ] 
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