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Misc. Early UFO Sightings (1947-1968) 
 

[the following was excerpted from The Age of Flying Saucers 

by Paris Flammonde, 1971, Hawthorne Books, Inc., New York, 

NY  Library-of-Congress: 74-115903] 

 

1.  June 21, 1947: Maury Island, Washington  (pp. 13-17) 

[StealthSkater note: this actually appeared after the Kenneth Arnold sightings (#4) in the 

book.  But I'm placing it here for chronological purposes] 

Accompanied by his 15-y/o son and a dog, Harold Dahl was cruising the shore of Maury 

Island in his coastal boat on the afternoon of June 21 (3 days before the Kenneth Arnold Mount 

Rainier sighting).  Suddenly at a point about 2,000 feet overhead, the group spotted 6 doughnut-

shaped craft.  One was stationary and apparently in some difficulty, and the other 5 were circling 

it.  Dahl remembered them as being approximately 25-feet in diameter and of some bushed 

metal, with portholes around the exterior surface of the circular tube.  Pulling into the shore, the 

group disembarked while watching and taking several photographs. 

 

The craft -- which seemed to be suffering from a malfunction -- descended to an altitude of 

no more than 500 feet while its companions remained suspended above it.  Eventually a sister 

craft drifted down and alongside, creating a contact between the surface of the ships. 

 

Instantly, there was a heard a muted explosion.  The seemingly disabled vehicle flushed forth 

a shower of mercury-colored metallic confetti.  This snow of featherweight aerial jetsam was 

followed by a hail of heavier darker material which plummeted into the sea, causing it to steam. 

 

The obvious danger of the latter barrage cause Dahl, his son, and the crew to seek shelter.  

Unfortunately, the confused dog was struck by one of the missiles and was killed.  It was buried 

at sea.  The boy was burned and later treated by a physician. 

 

Apparently the explosion either aided the floundering saucer or indicated its recovery.  For 

soon the flight rose, disappearing at an incalculable altitude.  Several pieces of the cooled debris 

were recovered and saved. 

 

On the following day, Dahl claimed that an unknown man visited him, detailing the previous 

day's outing and warning Dahl that he and his entire family would be in great jeopardy should he 

discuss the matter with anyone. 

 

The episode of the rain of rocks -- or whatever it was -- had caused considerable damage to 

the vessel operated by Dahl.  His superior in the coastal company -- Fred L. Crisman -- took a 

skeptical view of the matter … at least in the beginning. 

 

 

2.  June 23, 1947: Cedar Rapids  (pg.17) 
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A railway engineer from Cedar Rapids recounted seeing a string of 10 fluttering, glowing 

disks sailing at a great height. 

 

 

3.  June 24, 1947: Cascade Mountains, Oregon  (pg.17) 

A prospector claimed to have sighted a half-dozen unknowns above the Cascade mountains. 

 

 

4.  June 24, 1947: Mount Rainier, Washington  (pp.11-13) 

… Shortly after Noon, Kenneth Arnold was discussing a C-46 Marine transport (believe 

down in nearby mountains) with Herb Critzer, chief pilot for the Central Air Service in Chehalis, 

Washington.  Arnold decided to look around during his proposed flight to Yakima, Washington, 

hoping to discover it and collect the $5,000 reward which had been offered.  Piloting a 

"specially-designed mountain airplane", he took off at about 2 pm and headed directly for the 

"high plateau of Mount Rainier" (a point varying from 9,000-to-10,000 feet elevation).  As he 

was searching, he maneuvered his ship into a 180-degree turn "over Mineral, Washington at 

approximately 9,200-feet altitude". 

 

Suddenly, a "tremendously bright flash" flooded his plane.  Surprised and curious, Arnold 

spent the ensuing half-minute scanning the adjacent skies.  But he spotted nothing.  Then again 

without warning, the flash recurred.  He identified the source as being far to the left and north of 

his position.  There he observed "a formation of very bright objects coming from the vicinity of 

Mount Baker, flying very close to the mountain tops and traveling at tremendous speed". 

 

The shape of the 9 mysterious objects was not discernible "as they were still at a distance of 

over a hundred miles".  But Arnold could see that the formation "was going to pass directly in 

front" of him, "flying at approximately 170 degrees" in a reverse-echelon pattern. 

 

His immediate evaluation was that they were jets.  They appeared to have no tails, but he 

decided that some highly effective camouflage was obscuring the tail assembly from his view.  

Notwithstanding the confusion about their design, this author notes that he "observed the objects' 

outlines plainly as they flipped and flashed along against the snow of the mountainsides and 

against the sky". 

 

The unknowns were passing at almost right angles to Kenneth Arnold and his plane.  Having 

Mount Rainier and Mount Adams as fixed points, he decided to try to determine their speed.  As 

they held to their overall course, the objects "fluttered and sailed" flashing blue-white in the Sun, 

and "swerved in-and-out of the high mountain peaks of the Cascade Mountains.  Although "they 

didn't fly like any aircraft that I had ever seen", they flew in "a definite formation" with the lead 

ship higher than the last.  And while functioning in unison, the moved "erratically" or -- in the 

now historic phrase -- they looked "like a saucer would if you skipped it across the water". 

 

Establishing their distance from his plane as about 23 miles, he began his attempt to 

determine their velocity.  Basing a second calculation on a plateau between Mount Rainier and 

Mount Adams, Arnold concluded that the entire formation "formed a chain in the neighborhood 

of 5 miles long".  Timing the echelon's North-to-South flight between the 2 points at around "1 

minute and 42 seconds", he deduced that the craft were "traveling in excess of 1,000 mph". 

 

And then they were gone. 
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Landing in Yakima at about 4 pm, he recounted his experience but was not taken very 

seriously.  Returning to his plane, he took off for Pendleton, Oregon where he fell to speculating 

with friends about the maximum speeds achieved (up to that time) by the military's secret 

aircraft.  The consensus was not more than 700 mph.  The conversation stimulated Arnold to 

return to his calculations.  The first results of these more refined evaluations indicated that the 

unknowns were hurtling across the heavens at more than 1,700 mph.  The data were minimized 

by measuring the flight path as from the base of Mount Rainier to the base of Mount Adams -- 

which overcompensation naturally shortened the distance considerably, actually to 39.8 miles.  

However, even this modification still produced a speed of "over 1,350 mph". 

 

Finally -- deciding the fluttering of the craft would have been too much for the human body 

to sustain -- Arnold settled for the conclusion that the objects must have been remotely-

controlled guided missiles from a military base. … 

 

… … The commanding officer of the Army proving grounds at White Sands, NM -- Lt. Col. 

Harold R. Turner -- dismissed the entire Cascade Mountains incident as a flight of jets.  Officials 

at Wright-Patterson Field -- home of the Air Technical Intelligence Center which was 

responsible for keeping track of all foreign aircraft and guided missiles -- asked for a 

comprehensive report on the aerial encounter.  Arnold complied.  3 weeks after the episode, he 

was contacted by Ray Palmer -- a Midwestern publisher of offbeat and science-fiction magazines 

… … 

 

The letter from Mr. Palmer requested an exposition of his experiences.  And Arnold 

accommodated him with a carbon copy of the report that he had forwarded to Wright-Patterson 

Field.  Shortly thereafter, Palmer contacted Arnold again and asked if he would be interested in 

investigating the story of 2 Tacoma, Washington men who claimed that they had seen a saucer 

flight. 

 

At the same time, Arnold was visited by 2 Air Force Intelligence men -- Lt. Frank M. Brown 

and Capt. William Davidson -- who expressed considerable interest in Arnold's sighting.  Before 

departing, they instructed him to contact them should similar information come to his attention. 

 

Having accepted Palmer's offer, Arnold flew to Tacoma, Washington on July 29, 1947 to 

pursue inquired regarding the mystery there.  During the trip, a score of brass-toned unknowns 

above Union, Oregon hurtled past his plane no more than 400 yards away.  Soon they were out-

of-sight. 

 

 

5.  June 29, 1947: White Sands, NM  (pg. 17) 

Naval rocket experts admitted the observation of a silver disk on June 29.  And there was an 

aerial exhibition on July 4. 

 

One report said that a group (including police in Portland, Oregon) had a multiple sighting.  

In Oregon, several motorists saw 4 unknowns.  In Seattle, a Coast Guard yeoman made one of 

the earliest photographs of an unidentified aerial object in modern ufology.  Although described 

in the outstanding research work UFO Evidence as the "first known photograph of a UFO", it 

was preceded by half-a-century by the Rogers Park photograph of 1897. 

 

 

6.  July 4, 1947:  (pp. 17-18) 
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Captain E.J. Smith (who later would aid Kenneth Arnold in the Tacoma investigation) and his 

crew were flying a DC-3 from Boise, Idaho to Portland, Oregon.  They noted 2 distinct groups of 

flat, circular unknowns silhouetted against the sunset.  The sighting continued for about 10 minutes 

over a distance of approximately 45 miles.  The formation varied frequently during that period.  In 

the second flight, 3 objects flew together with another to one side. 

 

 

7.  July 9, 1947:  (pp. 18) 

David N. Johnson -- the aviation editor of the Statesman Newspaper, Inc. -- recorded seeing a 

round black object engaged in 15 seconds of intricate maneuvers.  His observations were 

confirmed by several sources on the ground.  It was during this same month that the Air Force 

quietly began investigating some of these strange reports. 

 

 

8.  July 16, 1947:  (pp. 18) 

Accompanied by his wife and 2 daughters, Dr. Clyde Tombaugh -- discoverer of the planet 

Pluto -- was driving along a New Mexico highway on the sunny afternoon when the group noticed 

a "curious shiny object, almost immobile" among some fairly high clouds.  The astronomer later 

described the object as being of a stabile elliptical shape, somewhat luminous, and seemingly 

oscillating.  The unknown shot upward so abruptly that Tombaugh was convinced that he had seen 

"a flying thing absolutely new". 

 

 

9.  August 1, 1947: Maury Island, Washington  (pp. 13- 

[SS: continuation of the Maury Island incident (#1) and the Kenneth Arnold sightings (#5) 

…] 

After Arnold heard Dahl's tale, the seaman suggested that they drive to the house of "his 

secretary" where he had left a few of the undefined fragments.  In Arnold's various versions of 

the affair, the generally gives a rather detailed description of the house, the secretary, and the 

visit.  To his observation that the touted pieces of debris appeared to be nothing more than lava 

rock, Dahl countered that he had no knowledge of metals but that the beaches near the island 

were now rife with whatever the stuff was. 

 

The next morning found Daul pounding on Arnold's hotel door and accompanied by 

Crisman, who asserted that he had gone out the day after his employee's adventure and 

encountered a similar experience -- saucers and all.  Arnold was beginning to feet a bit twisted 

around by now.  So he decided to engage the assistance of his friend Capt. E.J. Smith of United 

Airlines, a long-time professional pilot who had had a sighting of his own. 

 

Upon his arrival, Captain Smith was favored with a recounting of the 2 narratives.  Following 

several discussions, the 2 pilots tentatively concluded that (a) involvement with Dahl and 

Crisman might be risky, that (b) both were hoaxers, or that (c) the Soviet Union and espionage 

might be part of the explanation for the curious state of affairs in Tacoma. 

 

Finally, it was decided that Arnold should heed the earlier instructions of the Air Force 

Intelligence men Brown and Davidson (to "call them should anything odd arise").  But the visit 

of Davidson and Brown resulted in an increase of the confusion -- at least in the minds of Arnold 

and Smith.  The sum total of the inquiry consisted of interviews with the 2 Tacoma men and the 

2 amateur detectives; a collecting of some of the strange fragments; and erratic fluctuation of 

interest in the subject from "intense" to "indifferent". 
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Very early on the morning of August 1, the officers commandeered a B-25 and headed back 

to Hamilton Field.  The plane exploded and crashed around 1:30 am.  Both men were killed. 

 

Shortly after the deaths of Davidson and Brown, Arnold recalls that he and Smith were 

questioned by another Air Force Intelligence officer.  This "Major Sander" -- who seems to have 

behaved just about as queerly as his late predecessors -- concluded his investigation by spiriting 

away all of the remaining bits of "saucer debris". 

 

Arnold's departure from Tacoma was preceded by one interesting incident.  Desiring a final 

exchange with Harold Dahl and remembering that he had said that he would be at his secretary's 

house that day, Smith and Arnold decided to drive out to the house.  Arriving there, they 

discovered that the bright, well-kept little cottage that Arnold had previously seen was now 

cobwebbed and abandoned.  It reflected having been deserted for several months.  Yet 

Arnold's earlier visit had occurred only 3 days before!  Additionally, Kenneth Arnold claims 

(or at least claimed 5 years afterward) that he was never again to locate any trace of Harold Dahl. 

 

In The Report on Unidentified Flying Objects, Captain Edward J. Ruppelt called Arnold 

"Simpson" and the other participants by equally pseudonymous names.  He points out a number 

of what officialdom regarded as insupportable discrepancies in the various "reports". 

 

The Air Force conclusion on the Maury Island sighting was that Arnold and Smith had been 

deceived by a complete fabrication contrived by the elusive Tacoma salvage men.  According to 

Ruppelt, there was serious thought of prosecuting the pair.  But the idea was subsequently 

discarded and the entire matter written off as a hoax. 

 

… In July, 1958, Eldon K. Everett -- identifying himself as a saucer investigator operating 

during the years of 1948 and 1954 -- offered a curious commentary on the Maury Island 

business.  He told of residing in a small farming community in Washington in 1947, during the 

time of the Puget Sound sighting.  He reports that he discovered that the "crash" area on the 

island (presumably where the strange materials were disgorged) was isolated by a barbed-wire 

fence and patrolling guards.  Had the incident in fact been a hoax, he asked, why the 

precautions? 

 

In replying to Everett and in subsequent expositions, Ray Palmer was particularly irked by 

Captain Ruppelt's suggestion that he had been the instigator of the hoax (if hoax it was).  Palmer 

pointed out that if (as was argued) one of the 2 primary participants had said that the strange 

material had come from a flying saucer because that was what Palmer had wanted him to say, 

why did Ruppelt also allege that the same individual had mailed Palmer the material "as a joke" -

- presumably on his initiative? 

 

Palmer even suggested that Everett's article on the Maury Island sighting might itself be a 

hoax.  However in commenting on it, several points were immediately conceded by Palmer: 

(1) The Maury Island incident was true. 

(2) The late Brown and Davidson had discovered whatever the truth was and had been ordered 

to leave and forget the entire matter. 

(3) The boat shown to Arnold and Captain Smith was not a harbor-patrol boat but a semi-

derelict fishing craft.  And 

(4) that the damage to it had been faked.  The 2 investigators had never even seen the real boat, 

Palmer argued. 
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The Chicago editor proclaimed yes! There was indeed a hoax in the Maury Island incident.  

And it was Fred Crisman's hoax.  Several years earlier explained Palmer, Crisman had reported 

an encounter with Shavian Deros in a Burmese cavern, resulting in his having "a hole the size of 

a dime burned in his arm by a ray …"  Palmer concluded that this incident and the Maury Island 

mystery were inextricably intertwined.  And that the latter conclusively demonstrated that flying 

saucer do not come from outer space. 

 

A score of years after the Maury Island affair -- which culminated in the death of 2 men and 

an unfathomable confusion -- the incident is still talked about.  But it was Arnold and his 

experience that triggered the staccato of sightings that popped up like ack-ack antiaircraft fire 

across the American Skies. 

 

Of course, there had been many and various sightings before as is well known.  But this was 

the initial stage of the popular participation in-- or should one say expression of -- such aerial 

activity.  Previously, the recording of such excitements tended to be limited to individuals or 

small groups (with the primary exception of the Autumn/1896 to early-Summer/1897 "flap"; 

commencing with sighting reports in northern California, accounts from ever more easterly 

points followed until finally a New York newspaper carried a detailed description of the object 

appearing over Yonkers on the night of April 30, 1897).  But now the modern Age of Flying 

Saucers started like a sudden special freshet that would soon build into a flood.  And the reports 

raced in the wake of Arnold's adventure with the 9 silver disks.  [StealthSkater note: I would 

emphasize that the mass number of sightings coincided with the production & testing of 

nuclear weapons.  And with the late 1980's worldwide moratorium of further nuke testing, 

so did a dramatic decline in the number of UFOs.] 
 

In 1962, one "Frank Patton" suggested that Arnold and Captain Smith had been hypnotized 

during their Tacoma adventure.  The well-known saucerologist Brinsley Le Poer Trench wrote in 

1963 that the affair was no hoax.  His argument was based mainly upon other observations of 

"doughnut-shaped" phenomena.  His most interesting bit of evidence was the sighting on May 

15, 1955 over Union Square in New York City. 

 

 

10.  August 9, 1947: Rock Garden, California  (pp. 18) 

Aubrey V. Brook repeatedly shot at a flight of some score of white airborne objects which he 

asserted were designed after the fashion of Valentine hearts.  His attack on the flight was not 

very effective -- probably due to the fact that he estimated that they were several thousand feet 

above him. 

 

 

11.  August, 1947: Bethel, Alabama  (pp. 18) 

2 pilots reported seeing a great black object which they described as "bigger than a C-54".  The 

unknown was seen in the bright evening sky at about 1,200 feet altitude.  As the thing crossed their 

path, they tried to follow it.  But even at their maximum speed, they were swiftly outdistanced and 

soon lost it. 

 

 

12.  August 13, 1947: Twin Falls, Idaho  (pp. 18) 

A farmer and his 2 pre-teenage boys claimed that an object -- some 7 yards wide and 3 yards 

thick, adorned with side jets -- had skimmed over their land. 
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13.  January 7, 1948: Louisville, Kentucky  (pp. 20-22) 

At 1:15 pm, the control tower at Godman AFB was contacted by the Kentucky State Highway 

Patrol inquiring about a curious aircraft reported by inhabitants of Maysville (a village about 18 

miles to the east).  Having no information, Godman called Wright-Patterson AFB.  But the men at 

the base had nothing to contribute. 

 

The police called in with new reports less than 30 minutes later.  Owensboro and Irvington to 

the west were giving accounts of a craft "circular, about 250-300 feet in diameter" traveling in a 

general Louisville direction "at a pretty good clip".  Godman's Flight Service still found no record 

of any such aerial operation.  Since the unknown had passed north of the base, they scanned that 

area in case it should return. 

 

Their attention was rewarded when an assistant called the chief tower officer's attention to an 

object in the sky.  They agreed that they were not observing any conventional nor a weather 

balloon.  They summoned the operations and intelligence officers to the tower.  The 4 men 

monitored the UFO through 6x50 binoculars until the base commander (Col. Guy F. Hix) arrived 

to supervise the observation.  Although these officers as well as others continued to watch the 

unknown, none was able to identify it. 

 

5 f_51s appeared in the south sky at 2:30 on their way from Marietta AFB in Georgia to 

Standiford Field near Louisville.  The flight was commanded by Capt. Thomas F. mantel, Jr.  

Requesting an investigation of the UFO, the tower was told that one ship was low on fuel and had 

to proceed to its destination -- but that Mantell and 2 wingmen would attempt an identification. 

 

The pilots had not yet isolated the object but -- following directions radioed from the tower -- 

they climbed in a southerly direction.  During the ascent, the flight leader pulled beyond his 

companions and at 10,000 feet was almost out-of-sight.  Calling in at 2:45 pm, Mantell reported: "I 

see something above and ahead of me, and I'm still climbing." 

 

"What-the-hell are we looking for?" asked one wingman moments later. 

 

There is some confusion as to what was actually said after that.  Enthusiastic UFO debunker 

Dr. Donald H. Menzel quotes the next Mantell report as follows: 

"It appears to be a metallic object.  And it is of tremendous size.  I'm going to 20,000 

feet." 

 

Avid supporter of the UFO thesis, Maj. Donald E. Keyhoe relates it as: 

"I've sighted the thing.  It looks metallic and it's tremendous in size …  Now it's 

starting to climb…" 

 

Keyhoe's conclusion of the message reads: 

"It's still above me, making my speed or better.  I'm going up to 20,000 feet.  If I'm no 

close, I'll abandon chase." 

 

Captain Mantell's wingmen searched up to 15,000 feet although they -- like their flight leader -

- were without oxygen facilities.  Subsequently the landed, refueled, and canvassed the area again.  

At about 4 o'clock that afternoon, the word came in.  Mantell had crashed. 
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The USAF said that the pilot had perished while chasing the planet Venus. 

 

"About a year later," wrote Ruppelt, "the Air Force released its official report on the incident.  

To use a trite term, it was a masterpiece in the art of 'weasel wording'.  It said that the UFO might 

have been Venus or it could have been a balloon.  Maybe even 2 balloons." 

 

Dismissing the official Venus nonsense as had Dr. J. Allen Hyneck (the service's astronomical 

authority), Ruppelt finally and dubiously decided that "it could have been a balloon".  Skeptic 

Menzel opts for the balloon explanation, although he is about equally ready to accept a "mock 

Sun" (i.e., a solar effect of sunlight filtering through ice crystals) thesis. 

 

Notwithstanding the popularity of the balloon theory (even among serious ufologists), such 

solutions are rather unsatisfactory when one considers that Mantell had pursued the UFO "for at 

least 15-to-20 minutes".  Nor is the mystery clarified by the persistent (to this day) rumors that no 

fragment of the pilot's body was ever found among the remnants of the crashed plane.  

[StealthSkater note: I thought that I had read somewhere where Mantell's body and plane 

were found to be perforated by thousands of small worm-like holes.  Maybe he was 

"abducted" like in the celebrated Kinross case.] 

 

Captain Ruppelt regarded the inauguration of 'Project Sign' as having taken place on 

September 23, 1947.  However, ufologically-speaking, the inception of this program is of 

sufficient historical importance for us to note that the important work The UFO Evidence lists the 

official date of establishment as January 22, 1948.  Keyhoe also dates the initiation of 'Project 

Sign' after Mantell's death.  The Air Force says February 11. 

 

 

14.  April 5, 1948: White Sands, NM  (pp. 22) 

Scientists reported a "disc-shaped UFO, 1/5
th

 the size of the Moon" executing a series of 

fantastic figures against the sky. 

 

 

15.  June, 1948: Labrador  (pp. 22) 

Maj. Edwin Jerome told of sighting a 9,000 mph UFO over Labrador. 

 

 

16.  July 24, 1948: Netherlands  (pp. 22) 

A rocket-like craft featuring 2 rows of portholes on either side was announced as having flown 

above The Hague. 

 

 

17.  July 27, 1948: Montgomery, Alabama  (pp. 22-23) 

Capt. Clarence S. Chiles and copilot John B. Whitted took off from Houston, Texas in their 

Eastern Airlines DC-3 on a scheduled flight to Atlanta, Georgia.  The shipped passed a point some 

20 miles southwest of Montgomery at about 2:45 am.  Suddenly, plummeting directly toward them 

was a brilliant object.  The thought of a jet aircraft flashed into Chile's mind but was instantly 

discarded as the pilot realized that the unknown was approaching too swiftly --even for so power a 

propulsion. 

 

Barely avoiding collision, Chiles banked to the left in time to see the object hurtle by about 700 

feet off his right wing.  As the ship shook from air turbulence, copilot Whitted glanced over his 
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shoulder and saw the UFO in a sharp ascent.  They said they saw the unknown clearly and 

described it as a cigar-shaped body about 100-feet long with a double row of brightly illuminated 

windows.  The bottom of the fuselage appeared as a "deep blue blow", and it was exuding a "50-

foot trail of orange-red flame" exhaust.  They estimated the UFO's speed between 500-and-700 

mph. 

 

A single passenger observed a "strange, eerie streak-of-light, very intense", but conceded that 

the UFO was gone before he had adjusted his vision to the night sky. 

 

Robbins AFB at Macon, Georgia reported a high-speed glowing object overhead shortly after 

the earlier incident.  That would have been the progressed position of the previous unknown in 

relationship to its near collision with the DC-3. 

 

Dr. Donald Menzel cites the April 30, 1949 report of Dr. J. Allen Hynek's identification of the 

UFO as a meteor and denies Ruppelt's description of air turbulence.  Further, he contends that 

contrary to the former Air Force saucer specialist's record, Lieutenant Whitted put the object 10 

times as far from the DC-3 as had Chiles (i.e., about 1½ miles away).  Concluding his evaluation, 

Menzel records that "the evidence is overwhelming that the UFO was a fireball". 

 

 

18.  October 1, 1948: Fargo, North Dakota  (pp. 23-24) 

Around 8:30 pm, Second Lt. George F. Gorman of the North Dakota Air National Guard was 

piloting a F-81 into Fargo following a cross-country flight.  Contacting the control tower for 

landing directions, he was informed of the presence of a Piper Cub aircraft nearby.  He soon 

spotted it below him. 

 

Suddenly, wheat appeared to be a "taillight" flashed past his right wing.  He inquired of the 

twoer whether another craft was in the vicinity.  The reply came that nothing was in the area other 

than the Piper Cub.  However, Gorman could still see the light and decided to investigate it. 

 

Wheeling his F-51 around, he closed the distance to about ½-mile, from which point he 

estimated the sharply outlined but <blinking> light to be from 6-to-8 inches in breadth.  

Apparently responding to an increase of energy, the light banked sharply left, plummeted past the 

tower, and zoomed up again with Gorman on its tail. 

 

The "dogfight" continued with the pilot attempting to close the distance between himself and 

the light -- but without success.  However on 2 occasions, the unknown set to a collision course 

with the apparent intention of ramming Gorman and his plane.  In each instance, Gorman dived to 

safety with only a few yards' grace.  Finally without warning, the light hurtled upward and 

disappeared in the high sky.  Several other persons supported -- at least in part -- the pilot's 

description of the encounter including the Piper Cub pilot Dr. A.D. Cannon and his passenger 

Einar Neilson. 

 

Among other curious aspects of this report was Ruppelt's notation that Gorman's plane was 

more radioactive than similar craft which had not been recently flow.  Gorman himself told Air 

Force investigators that "I had the distinct impression that its maneuvers were controlled by 

thought or reason". 

 

Rupplet's conclusiong was that "Gorman fought a lighted balloon" and that an Air Weather 

Service report "proved it".  However, even the redoubtable skeptic Donald Menzel concedes that it 
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was "an answer that was not entirely satisfactory", preferring the somewhat more fascinating 

conclusion of "balloon plus planetary mirage". 

 

If it is true that the UFO "climbed toward the plane against a strong wind and disappeared from 

view at 30,000 feet altitude, still rising", it is difficult to accept the astronomer's somewhat 

complex explanation.  Besides according to Keyhoe, the Weather Bureau records at Fargo 

indicated that while a balloon had been released, theodolite tracking showed it coursing away from 

the UFO area. 

 

 

19.  October, 1948: Japan  (pp. 24) 

An F-61 "Black Widow" night fighter patrolling over Japan registered an unknown on radar.  

The object was at 5,500 feet traveling 200 mph. On a half-dozen occasions, the interceptor 

attempted to approach the UFO only to have it accelerate to an approximated 1k200 mph, 

completely outdistancing the plane.  After each maneuver, the object slowed down again.  The 

pilot and crew of the F-61 were able during one of the nearest passes to identify the UFO as being 

a 20-to-30 foot object shaped "like a rifle bullet". 

 

 

20.  November 18, 1948: Washington, DC  (pp. 24) 

An Air Force craft out of Andrews AFB pursued an oval unknown.  Pilots Lt. Henry G. Combs 

and Lt. Kenwood W. Jackson engaged in a 10-minute dogfight with the UFO which at times flew 

in excess of 600 mph. 

 

 

21.  August 20, 1949: Las Cruces, NM  (pg. 27) 

While sitting in the garden of his home, noted astronomer Clyde Tombaugh had another 

sighting.  Conversing with his wife and her mother, he observed an elliptical formation of a half-

dozen rectangular unknowns traversing the sky. 

 

 

22.  December 5, 1948: Albuquerque, NM  (pp. 25-26) 

At about 9:30 pm, Captain Goede ws piloting an Air Force C-57 at 18,000 feet 10 miles east of 

Albuquerque when he observed a great green ball of fire hurtling across the sky before him.  He 

and his crew watched as it rose from the slopes of the Sandia Mountains, then leveled off and 

disappeared.  The experience had been even more startling that the sighting of a similar object by 

the same crew less than half-an-hour earlier in the sky near Las Vegas, New Mexico. 

 

Immediately afterward, the command pilot of a Pioneer Airlines Flight-63 reported that while 

passing through the same vicinity, an emerald fireball had flashed toward him.  As in previous 

encounters with unknowns at close range, the captain banked sharply out of the path of the burning 

globe as it fluctuated from green-to-red-to-green.  Finally the UFO dived downward and vanished.  

[SteaathSkater note: much more is written about Dr. Lincoln La Paz's alleged military 

involvement with creating secret fireball weapons; 'Project Twinkle'; "Project Sign"; 

"Project Grudge"; more observations; and with the coming of the Korean War, it was no 

longer "fashionable" for the Air Force to be open-minded regarding UFOs.] 
 

 

23.  August 19, 1950: Missoula, Montana  (pp. 29-30) 
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Nicholas Mariana -- owner of the Missoula radio station -- and his secretary were inspecting 

the local baseball park.  Seeing a pair of UFOs, he raced to his automobile (some 60 feet away) 

and got his 16mm Revere turret-type motion picture camera.  It was loaded with Daylight 

Kodachrome.  He trained the camera on the silver objects to the northwest, which appeared to slow 

to a complete stop and then float away to the southwest. 

 

The film was processed by the professional Eastman Laboratory and -- after showing it to 

several clubs and other groups -- Mariana submitted it to the USAF's Air Technical Intelligence 

Center -- that is to say, to the supposedly disbanded 'Project Grudge' group.  According to Al Chop 

(the subsequent Pentagon spokesman on UFOs), the analytical evaluation was the film was 

inconclusive.  Ruppelt -- who was head of 'Project Blue Book' -- reported a few years later that the 

possibility of balloons had been discarded. 

 

Mr. Mariana has said that the film he originally received after processing contained 315 frames 

with the first portion by far being the clearest.  When it was returned by the Air Force according to 

R.M.L. Baker who exhaustively studied the film, this entire initial phase of the film had been 

deleted. 

 

 

24.  January 20, 1951: Sioux City, Iowa  (pg. 32) 

Capt. Lawrence W. Vinther -- piloting a DC-3 of the Mid-Continent Airlines above the Sioux 

City Airport -- was requested to identify a curious and brilliant light maneuvering above the field.  

Approaching the UFO, the flying officer was surprised to see it wheel about and dive directly him, 

bulleting past the top of the ship.  Instantly the unknown -- described by both Vinther and his 

copilot as larger than a B-29 and without any visible means of propulsion -- reversed itself and 

paced them for several seconds. 

 

 

25.  February 19, 1951: Mount Kilimanjaro, Africa  (pp. 32-33) 

The regular morning flight to Mombasa was being prepared at the Nairobi West Airport in 

Kenya, Africa.  The Lodestar craft took off with 9 passengers and a crew of 2 into a bright clear 

sky.  It was 7:00 am. 

 

20 minutes later, the radioman called Captain Bicknell's attention to a glowing white globe of 

light suspended above Mount Kilimanjaro.  The two observed the UFO for 3 minutes before 

calling it to the attention of the passengers -- one of whom then proceeded to scrutinize it with a 

pair of powerful binoculars.  Meanwhile the radio operator hurried off a description of the object 

and a resume of the encounter to Eastleigh, the nearest reception station. 

 

The suggestion that it was a balloon was quickly eliminated as the Lodestar occupants 

continued to examine the clearly defined, bullet-shaped unknown.  Some passengers even took 

photographs.  Bicknell detailed the object as metallic, over 200 feet long, and featuring a tail fin.  

It remained motionless … for 17 minutes!  Finally the UFO began to rise with rapid acceleration -- 

reaching an apparent speed of about 1,000 mph -- and disappeared into the upper, cloudless sky. 

 

 

26.  August 25, 1951: Lubbock, Texas  (pp. 34-35) 

The "Lubbock Lights" sighting was reported by Geology professor Dr. W.I. Robinson, 

Chemical engineering professor Dr. A.G. Oberg, Physics professort Dr. George, and Head of the 

Department of Petroleum Engineering professor W.L. Ducker of the Texas Technological College. 
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They were sitting about on Dr. Robinson's lawn discussing micrometeorites.  At 9:20 pm, the 

group witnessed an arc or echelon of blue-green glowing objects flash across the sky.  Moving 

from North-to-South, the lights numbered between 15 and 30.  But further details escaped the 

unprepared professors.  Hoping for a second opportunity to observe the phenomena, a careful 

watch was kept of the sky as their conversation continued.  An hour later, they were rewarded and 

were able to verify their previous impressions.  The UFO flight differed in only one respect.  This 

time, there appeared to be no definite formation -- merely a cluster. 

 

It was reasoned that since the UFOs had appeared twice, they might well return again.  And so 

the observers established a watch pattern and were able to monitor the lights another dozen times.  

The flights specifically checked were timed at 3 seconds for the entire 90-degree flight.  Always 

traveling in the same directly, they became observable at 45-degrees above the Northern horizon 

and vanished at the similar point over the Southern one.  Only in the first instance was any 

particular formation discernible.  In later sights, the lights -- which sometimes passed overhead 

more than once-a-night -- appeared in no apparent geometric formations.  Efforts to ascertain their 

altitude were unsuccessful. 

 

Hundreds of person besides the professors viewed the UFOs during the 2 weeks of the 

recurrences.  Among these was amateur photographer Carl Hart, Jr. who photographed the lights.  

On the night of August 31, Hart was lying on his bed near a window.  Looking out at the clear 

night sky, he saw a formation of UFOs arc across it.  Hart took up his loaded Kodak 35mm, set it 

to f/3.5 at 1/10
th

 of a second, and rushed to his backyard.  The lights reappeared and Hart was able 

to register 2 pictures.  As the UFOs made a 3
rd

 pass, he added 3 more for a total of 5 photographs 

of the "Lubbock Lights".  Although not optimistic because the lights did not seem very bright to 

his naked eye, Hart had the roll developed the following morning. 

 

The results provided what could easily be the most famous group shot in ufological history.  A 

picture of about a dozen-and-a-half lights flying in V-formation, it was published through the 

World and even used as the jacket design of the book by Captain Ruppelt, the well-known director 

of the Air Force investigation on the subject.  [SS: continued in #28 …] 

 

 

27.  August 25, 1951: Lubbock, Texas  (pg. 35) 

On the same evening during which the Texas Technological College professors and many 

others first saw the "Lubbock Lights", "an employee of the Atomic Energy Commission's 

supersecret Sandia Corporation and his wife" saw a huge "flying wing" that was some 50 percent 

larger than a B-36 (with which both were familiar) and soaring above them at about 1,000 feet.  It 

was moving ina southerly direction and featured 6-or-8 pairs of blusih-green lights along its 

forward edge, forming a V-shape. 

 

Ruppelt noted that -- considering the time elements involved and the distance between 

Albuquerque (where the flying wing was seen) and Lubbock -- if both reports were of the same 

phenomenon, then it was traveling about 900 mph. 

 

After considerable investigation -- perhaps as intensive as the head of 'Project Ble Book' ever 

gave to a single UFO problem -- Ruppelt eliminated refracted lights, birds, and conventional craft.  

Other qualified observers dismissed the idea of meteors.  Yet the Air Force ufologist's final 

conclusion was even more peculiar than some aspects of the case itself.  Whereas he generally was 

quite specific in his explanation of identified phenomena or where doubt remained, he quite 
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objectively left the puzzle for further speculation.  In this instance, he insisted that the solution had 

been found but declined to reveal it. 

 

 

28.  August 31, 1951: Matador, Texas  (pg. 35) 

Ruppelt personally interviewed a mother and daughter who were driving along a highway out 

of Matador (some 70 miles to the north of Lubbock) at about half past Noon.  They told him that 

they suddenly saw a "pear-shaped" object almost hovering 120 feet above the road, about 150 

yards ahead of them.  The object -- which they identified as being comparable to size of a B-29 

fuselage (the daughter had lived near Air Force bases with her flyer husband for a number of years 

-- drifted gradually East at "les than the speed required to take off in a Cub airplane".  They 

observed no exhaust and heard no sound.  But it seemed to them that the object had a "porthole".  

After a while, the UFO -- moving into the wind, spiraled upward an n increasing speed until it was 

out-of-sight. 

 

 

29.  January 16, 1952: Artesia, New Mexico  (pg. 37) 

2 employees of General Mills -- the Aeronautical Division of which "had launched and tracked 

every Skyhook balloon that had been launched prior to mid-1952 -- and r persons from Artesia 

were monitoring a Skyhook balloon from Artesia Airport.  After about an hour, the group observed 

2 bright flecks of light to the northwest.  But they decided that they were planes. 

 

However -- almost immediately -- they realized that the UFOs were "actually 2 round, dull-

white objects flying in close formation".  Moving directly toward the Skyhook balloon, the UFO 

circled it and then returned to the Northwest and disappeared over the horizon.  According to the 

witnesses, when the objects banked as they flew around the balloon, it because evident that they 

were disc-shaped and about 60-feet in diameter when measure against the size of the balloon. 

 

 

30.  January 21, 1952: Long Island, NY  (pp. 37-38) 

The adventure of a Navy pilot out of Mitchel Air Force Base.  He was a lieutenant commander 

-- who had flown in the Second World War and who was then an Engineer at the Naval Special 

Devices Center -- was taking up a TBM at about 9:30 am.  He was circling at 2,500 feet when he 

observed an object below him which had the appearance of the top of a parachute canopy.  A 

moment later, he realized that he was mistaken as the dome was moving across the wind path.  

Soon the UFO began to climb and after a few maneuvers over-and-around the object, the pilot 

pulled up behind.  He continued to track the semi-sphere's course.  But it was swiftly outdistancing 

him and eventually was lost as it disappeared out to sea.  He had maintained the observation for at 

least 2½ minutes. 

 

… …  "I don't know what it was," remarked the pilot.  "But I've never seen anything like it 

before or since.  Maybe it was a spaceship." 

 

 

31.  January 22, 1952: Alaska  (pp. 38-39) 

Just after Midnight, the duty controller (an Air Force Captain) and his crew at an Alaskan radar 

installation got "3 good plots" of a target traveling 15,000 mph at 23,000 feet.  An immediate 

investigation established that there were no planes aloft in the area. 
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The radar site contacted a fighter base about 100 miles to the South, which responded by 

sending up an F-94 to check out the reading.  Meanwhile, the object maintained its pace.  Picking 

up the fighter plane on the scope with the UFO, the monitors observed the latter slowing down and 

reversing its direction.  It was heading toward the radar station. 

 

During the activity which followed, the UFO was tracked by the radar equipment on the 

ground and in the 3 different F-94s sent up to investigate.  Although at times, both the planes and 

the object were too close for the ground station to investigate, thereby vanishing from the screen.  

The last of the craft sent up locked onto it via its radar and approached to within 200 feet.  But 

fearing a collision, the F-94 swerved away.  The pilot made another pass at the UFO -- which was 

very evident on his scope although not directly visible -- passing within 200 feet once more 

according to his radar.  The object apparently hung motionless throughout these maneuvers.  Then 

it suddenly seemed to hurtle off to the West and was lost. 

 

Blue Book chief Ruppelt later submitted the detailed report to Capt. Roy James, head of the 

radar section at Air Technical Intelligence Center.  Although not all of the specialists in that group 

agreed, James' conclusion was that the incident had been caused by "weather". 

 

Subsequently, Ruppelt discussed the matter with an officer and "an ace radar troubleshooter" 

for the Air Defense Command who had traveled through the World "on loan from the ADC to 

work out problems with radar".  This specialist dismissed Captain James' notion completely. 

 

"No," he said, "I can't believe that those radar targets were caused by weather.  I'd be much 

more inclined to believe that they were something real -- something that we just don't know 

about." 

 

 

32.  July 2, 1952: Tremonton, Utah  (pp. 40-41) 

Chief Warrant Officer Delbert C. Newhouse of the Unied Sates navy was traveling along State 

Highway 30 (7 miles north of Tremonton, Utah) when he sighted a group of "gun metal-colored 

objects shaped like saucers, one inverted on top of the other".  Racing to the trunk of his car, he got 

his Bell&Howell Automaster 16mm motion-picture camera which was equipped with a 3-inch 

telephoto lens.  He loaded it rapidly and -- setting the focus to "infinity" -- trained it on the dozen-

or-more UFOs while his wife and 2 children watched. 

 

At one point, he stopped down from f/8 to f/16 -- a change quite evident when the film 

(Daylight Kodachrome) was processed.  Delivered to his superiors (who forwarded it to USAF-

ATIC), the movie was exhaustively examined.  Ruppelt wrote that the objects in the Newhouse 

film were note "airplanes or balloons.  And we don't think they are birds." 

 

It should also be noted that the officer had a record of 21 years in the Navy; 2,000 hours flying 

time as an aerial photographer; and that his story was supported by his family's eyewitness 

testimony. 

 

A comprehensive photogrammetric analysis of the motion picture by physicist R.M.L. Baker 

(who had undertaken a similar task with the Montana Mariana pictures) was published years later 

in 1956.  Scholarly and detailed, the paper concluded: 

 

The evidence remains rather contradictory and no single hypothesis of a 

natural phenomena yet suggested seems to completely account for the UFO 

involved.  The possibility of multiple hypotheses -- i.e., that the Utah UFOs are 
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the result of 2 simultaneous natural phenomena -- might possibly yield the 

answer. 

 

 

33.  July 15, 1952: Norfolk, Virginia  (pg. 42) 

A Pan American World Airways DC-4 out of New York was approaching Norfolk at about 

8,000 feet.  It was a clear night -- a few thin cirrus clouds about 12,000 feet above them -- and the 

visibility was unlimited.  Senior Captain Fred Koepke was back in the cabin.  First Officer William 

B. Nash and Second Officer William H. Fortenberry were occupying the pilot's and copilot's seats.  

They were 10 passengers.  It was after 8 o'clock, the Sun had set, the coastline was still 

perceivable, and the lights of cities sparkled below. 

 

"Suddenly, " Nash and Fortenberry recalled, "a red brilliance appeared in the air beyond…  We 

saw it together at practically the same moment…  It seemed simply to have appeared … 

 

"Almost immediately we perceived … 6 bright objects streaking towards us at tremendous 

speed…  They had the fiery aspect of hot coats but of much greater glow -- perhaps 20 times more 

brilliant than city lights below…  Their shape was clearly outlined and evidently circular.  The 

edges were well-defined -- not phosphorescent or fuzzy…  The red-orange color was uniform over 

the upper surface of each craft." 

 

The single-line echelon of double-DC-#-sized UFOs then unexpectedly seemed to slow down, 

with the 2
nd

 and 3
rd

 nearly overpassing the lead light.  The pilots thought it …"looked very much 

as if an element of 'human' or 'intelligent' error had been introduced. 

 

"Altogether, they flipped on edge -- the sides to left of us going up and the glowing surface 

facing right…  They were much like coins…  Then without an arc or swerve at all, they all flipped 

back together to the flat altitude and darted off in a direction that formed a sharp angle with their 

first course…  The change … was acute … like a ball ricocheting off a wall. 

 

"Immediately … 2 more objects just like them darted out from behind and under our plane … 

joining the first group." 

 

Shortly afterward, the 8 UFOs zoomed off in single file to the North, disappearing high above 

the observers.  They disappeared nonsequentially as individually lights <blinked> out. 

 

 

34.  July 19, 1952: Washington, DC  (pp. 42-43) 

Just before Midnight, 2 radar units at National Airport bean tracking 8 unknowns southeast of 

Andrews AFB.  The UFOs were also seen by crews of several airlines, tower operators, and others.  

Jets were scrambled.  … 

… At 11:40 pm -- with one man on the long-range Air Route Traffic Control radar unit at 

Washington National Airport (about 3 miles from the Capital's center) -- 7 unknowns appeared on 

the screen.  They were located to the East-Southeast of Andrews AFB and moved in a slow 

formation.  Suddenly 2 of the company accelerated from the collective pace of a little more than a 

100 mph to "fantastically high speeds".  The possibility that they might have been planes was 

quickly erased from the operator's mind and he called for his superior.  The senior controller took a 

single glance at the scope and summoned 2 more men.  The quartet unanimously reaffirmed the 

original evaluation: no planes were responsible for the radar readings. 
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The controller had technicians verify that the equipment was in perfect working order, and he 

then telephoned the control tower at Washington national to report the unidentified targets.  He 

was told that they were getting the same radar trackings and so was Andrews AFB.  Each of the 

other sources agreed with the initially slow speeds followed by extraordinarily high ones.  One 

UFO registered at 7,000 mph! 

 

Ranging though the Washington skies -- even over prohibited areas above the White House 

and the Capitol -- the unknowns were seen by the pilots of 2 airlines.  One captain sighted 7 UFOs 

within 15 minutes. 

 

Those remarkable activities continued.  At one point, all 3 radar units -- Washington National's 

two and the one at Andrews -- locked on a target demonstrably the same just north of the city.  It 

disappeared from all scopes simultaneously.  [SS: continued in #35 … ] 

 

 

35.  July 20, 1952: Washington, DC  (pp. 43-44) 

 

Later that night, an even more disconcerting incident took place.  The Air Route Traffic 

Control operator at National Airport informed Andrews AFB that an unknown was immediately 

above its radio station.  The tower men at the base looked up and sighted a great "fiery orange 

sphere" suspended above the field.  How this unnerving UFO removed itself from the vicinity is 

somewhat vague. 

 

Several requests for Air Force interceptors to investigate were made during the night.  But it 

wasn't until dawn that a belated F-94 appeared.  Of course, the UFOs were gone.  Disgusted with 

the total lack of cooperation, Ruppelt flew back to Dayton. 

 

A week later, the ufological circumstance recurred.  This time, Ruppelt remained unadvised 

until he was contact by a Life magazine writer seeking an official comment.  In his book, the 

captain recalls that he replied: "I have no idea what the Air Force is doing.  In all probability … 

nothing."  [StealthSkater note: Decades after this, I have heard many rumors that many 

governments around the World know what the UFOs are and why they appear when they 

do.  If that is true, maybe for disinformation purposes the same governments send out 

interceptors late on purpose.  Either to give the impression to the public that there is really 

some top-secret menace or to prevent disasters from plane-UFO intercepts.] 

 

 

36.  July 26, 1952: Washington, DC  (pp. 44-45) 

At about 10:30 pm, the same radar operators who had monitored the original 7 days earlier 

[SS: see # 34] picked up several similar slow-moving objects.  The semi-circled around the Capital 

from Andrews AFB to Herndon, Virginia and were clearly displayed on the large 24-inch screen.  

A check with the control tower and Andrews revealed that they also were tracking the UFOs. 

 

When -- an hour later -- 4-or-5 unknowns were being continuously scanned, jet interceptors 

were ordered aloft.  Again -- for unexplained reasons -- the 2 assigned F-94s were delayed.  But 

they finally got airborne by Midnight.  All civilian air traffic was directed out of the area.  And all 

reporters and photographers -- who had managed to gain entry to radar room -- were told to leave 

"on the pretext," recalled Ruppelt, "that classified radio frequencies and procedures were being 

used in vectoring the interceptors." 
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The Project Blue Book chief dismissed the justification as "absurd because any ham operator 

worth his salt could build equipment and listen in on any intercept."  He was convinced that the 

truth was simply that the persons in control of the radar room expected the sighting to develop into 

a historic one.  And they wanted no Press in attendance to witness it firsthand. 

 

Meanwhile in the skies above where visibility was excellent, the jets moved into the target 

area.  Immediately, the UFOs disappeared from the radar screens.  A brief search was conducted.  

But nothing was found, and the planes returned to base.  Within a few minutes, the UFOs were 

being tracked again.  Subsequently, rotating lights with varying colors were observed to the south.  

Soon thereafter, the unknowns reappeared on the radarscopes around Washington. 

 

An F-94 got up in time to make direct visual contact and zeroed in on the light.  Nearing it, the 

crew saw it apparently vanish.  But they picked it up on radar.  This radar contact was 

reestablished and broken twice more.  When the plane lost the UFO the final time, it again became 

visible to the monitors at the National airport. 

 

2 interceptors went up and spotted the lights.  The unknowns remained visible on the scopes 

below this time.  But whenever the F-94's attempted to close in, the UFO instantly accelerated into 

invisibility.  These maneuvers continued until dawn when the lat unknown vanished and it was all 

over … except for the explanations. 

 

Major Fournet later told Ruppelt that everyone who had been in the radar room during the 

prolonged episode had concluded that the trackings had probably been of solid metallic objects.  

At the same time, weather targets were frequently seen and quickly recognized by the experts 

attending.   …  … 

 

… Brigadier General Landry -- President Truman's air aide -- called at 10:00, which 

subsequently resulted in the largest and longest Air Force press conference since WWII (although 

actual witnesses Major Fournet and Lieutenant Holcomb were conspicuous by their absence). 

 

Contrary to baselessly discrediting analyses by Menzel during the succeeding years, even Life 

magazine -- no defender of ufology -- in its August 2, 1952 issue noted that the scope blips had 

been monitored by Barry Barnes (senior controller of the radar room) and the equipment 

thoroughly examined by 2 expert technicians.  Further, pilots -- including C.S. Pierman -- sighted 6 

lights.  "The attitude of the Air Force … was puzzling," remarked Life.  "It sated that it had sent no 

aircraft up."  But when confronted by Time-Life correspondent Clay Blair, Jr. (who penned an 

Establishmentarian apologia for the prosecution of James Earl Ray 17 years later), the Air Force 

admitted that fighters had been scrambled. 

 

 

37.  September 20, 1952: North Sea  (pg. 48) 

A silver, spherical UFO was photographed by a newspaper reported from an American aircraft 

carrier cruising in the North Sea.  On the following day, 6 RAF jet fighter pilots reported that they 

had tailed a shiny round UFO but lost it.  As they returned to base, one of the fliers noted that the 

object was following them.  Chase was given again, but the Meteor fighter was outdistanced once 

more. 

 

"I was told," recalled Ruppelt, "by an exchange RAF intelligence officer in the Pentagon that 

this -- and a sighting at Topcliff Aerodrome in England -- caused the RAF to officially recognize 

the UFO."  He wrote at that time, the betting at the Pentagon and ATIC was "5-to-3 in favor of the 

UFO". 
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38.  late-1952: Japan  (pg. 47) 

One sighting over Japan caused considerable excitement among Far East Air Force Intelligence 

personnel and -- by extension -- at Blue Book and the Pentagon. 

 

While walking across the airfield, 2 control-tower men sighted a brilliant moving light.  They 

raced to the tower and from there viewed the UFO through 7x50 binoculars.  It appeared circular, 

constant in intensity, and looked to be "the upper portion of a large, round, dark shape which was 

about 4 times the diameter of the light itself".  As it was being observed, the unknown seemed to 

approach … become more distinct in its conformation … and evidenced a second, dimmer 

illumination along the lower edge of the shadowy under-area. 

 

The UFO moved away and disappeared in the night.  Then it reappeared … vanished again .. 

then returned, this time moving toward the Haneda AFB (now Tokyo International Airport).  

Beginning at about 11:45 pm, the UFO was tracked by radar.  Shortly after Midnight, nearby 

Johnson AFB scrambled an F-94 to investigate. 

 

The interceptor soon got a radar contact, which was maintained for a minute-and-a-half with 

the target seeming to easily out-accelerate the plane.  Simultaneously, the UFO went off the 

ground radarscope.  A few moments later, the object was seen again by the tower operators and it 

reappeared on the radar screen. 

 

Suddenly, the former lost sight of it once more.  The radar men reported that it had "broken 

into 3 pieces" which spaced themselves about ¼-mile apart, vanishing into the northeast night sky.  

[StealthSkater note: A famous account of 2 UFOs merging into a completely new one in a 

"soundless explosion" is the 1980 Woodbridge/Bentwaters case (see the "UFO#Woodbridge" 

page at => doc   pdf   URL  ) .  Another is the 1988 Puerto Rico event where a huge triangular-

shaped UFO split into 2 "balls of light" and chased F-14 Tomcat interceptors (refer to the 

"Videos" page at => doc   pdf   URL  ) ] 

 

"… the UFO could not be identified as something we knew about.  It could have been an 

interplanetary spaceship," wrote Captain Ruppelt.  "Many people thought this was the answer and 

were all for sticking their necks out and establishing a category of conclusions for UFO reports and 

labeling it 'spacecraft'.  But the majority ruled … and UFO remained an unidentified flying object." 

 

 

39.  January 24, 1953: Georgia, US  (pg. 52) 

During a routine base-to-base flight, the pilot of an F-86 was cruising at about 6,000 feet when 

he sighted a brilliant white light above him and to his left.  Although the stars were clearly visible 

and the intensity of the UFO made it easily distinguishable, he decided that it must be a star after 

all or another plane.  Yet he was not satisfied with his estimate.  The object appeared too definite 

in its circularity. 

 

Climbing toward the light, he passed above the UFO.  It became obvious that it had moved 

with relationship to the stars.  This left only the possibility of an aircraft whose lights were not 

visible for some reason.  He accelerated and started to close the distance between the object and 

the F-86.  Although the UFO increased in size as the distance diminished, still no wing lights could 

be seen. 

 

../../Stealthskater/UFO.doc#Woodbridge
../../Stealthskater_PDF/UFO.pdf#Woodbridge
http://www.stealthskater.com/UFO.htm#Woodbridge
../../Stealthskater/Videos.doc
../../Stealthskater_PDF/Videos.doc
http://www.stealthskater.com/Videos.htm
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Unexpectedly, the great white light changed color.  First it was red.  Then it became white 

again. And then red … pulsating several times.  Suddenly the glowing circle re-formed into a 

brilliant triangle, from which it split into 2 objects of the same shape -- one over the other.  Finally 

without warning, it vanished. 

 

Realizing that he had consumed a considerable amount of fuel, he decided to forego one of his 

touchpoints and return to base.  Confirming his flight change with the ground, he was surprised to 

be asked if he had seen the mysterious light.  The operator told him that the object had been 

tracked by radar.  It had been classified as a UFO because of its less-than-aircraft speed.  As it was 

being monitored, the F-86 had moved onto the scope, closing in on the light.  Radar revealed that 

as the plane increased its speed, so did the UFO -- just enough to maintain a comfortable lead.  

However after a few minutes of this stabilized chase, the object accelerated tremendously and 

disappeared. 

 

 

40.  January 1, 1955: Sydney Harbour, New South Wales  (pg. 74) 

3 persons aboard the local ferry noted a glowing, somewhat globular cloud above them 

descend slowly to the right and vanish.  Seconds thereafter, a brighter bell-shaped cloud appeared 

… shifted to the right … and fragmented into 4 smaller units which continued moving in the same 

direction and suddenly were gone.  Concluding the episode, a 3
rd

 cloud became evident … 

apparently turned luminous … and divided into a pair of ovoids which also disappeared.  

[StealthSkater note: One of the UFOs in "the British Roswell" (Woodbridge/Bentwaters) 

was described as a "transparent aspirin tablet".  It merged with another UFO (a red light), 

leaving in their places a large domed disk with intricate patterns.  More details are at the 

"UFO#Woodbridge" page at => doc   pdf   URL   ] 

 

 

41.  January 1, 1955: Lima, Peru  (pg. 74) 

When night was descending on Peru, 50 residents of Lima watched a flight of 5 iridescent 

silver saucers for at least 5 minutes before the strange craft were absorbed by the outer reaches of 

celestial darkness. 

 

 

42.  May 15, 1955: New York City  (pg. 74) 

Warren Siegmond was taking snapshots of Miss Jennine Bouillier when they sighted an 

enormous, fiery, circular object above them.  They photographed the phenomenon.  The pictures 

appear to indicate a "doughnut-shaped" unknown. 

 

 

43.  March 21, 1956: Cincinnati, Ohio  (pg. 84) 

Appearing to the naked eye as an intense blue-white blue some 30 degrees above the horizon, 

the unknown was witnessed high over Cincinnati by a large number of residents for more than 45 

minutes.  Under the survey of strong binoculars, the UFO seemed to be a compact complex of 

bright lights slowly revolving about a hypothetical center.  According to some citizens, the widely 

reported sighting was the 3
rd

 appearance of the phenomenon (phenomena) over consecutive nights.  

The only explanation offered was drawn from the Air Force vernacular -- i.e., the UFO was the 

planet Venus. 

 

 

44.  April 8, 1956: New York  (pg. 84) 

../../Stealthskater/UFO.doc#Woodbridge
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Flying out of New York City destined for Buffalo, veteran American Airlines pilot Raymond 

E. Ryan spent 45 minutes pursuing a rather explicit unidentified aerial light.  Picking up the object 

over Schenectady at about 10:15 pm, Ryan pulled abreast of the glow.  It responded with intense 

acceleration and hurtled westward at what Ryan estimated to be close to 1,000 mph.  The 

mysterious luminescence reduced its speed at a point some 8 miles distant and began monitoring 

the plane. 

 

Ryan contacted the tower at Griffiss AFB and 2 jets were scrambled while he was instructed to 

keep the object under surveillance.  The UFO was followed to the shores of Lake Ontario -- with 

the plane never approaching closer than 3 miles -- when it shot northwest over the water toward 

Canada.  Although observed in Albany, Watertown, and the Griffiss Base near Rome as well, no 

further observation of the UFO was made. 

 

 

45.  November 1, 1956: San Rafael, California  (pg. 102) 

John Wolfe reported seeing an immense ovoid object as large as a "harvest Moon" and so 

bright that he found it blinding. 

 

 

46.  November 2, 1956: Levelland, Texas  (pp. 102-105) 

Hundreds -- if not thousands -- of people of western Texas and New Mexico were witness to an 

extraordinary oval object of vivid red arcing across the sky. 

 

A few minutes before 11:00, Officer A.J. Fowler got one of the earliest reports.  Accompanied 

by a friend Jose Salaz (sometimes spelled Salav, Palav, or Salvaz), Pedo Saucedo were proceeding 

along Texas Highway 116 in a farm truck when they saw a glowing unknown plummet to the 

ground nearby. 

 

"We didn't think much about it," Saucedo said.  "But it rose up out of the field and started 

toward us, picking up speed.  When it got nearer, the lights of my truck went out and the motor 

died..  The thing passed directly over the truck with a great sound and a rush of wind.  It sounded 

like thunder and my truck rocked from the blast.  I felt a lot of heat." 

 

Saucedo observed the departing object and described it as torpedo-shaped and about 200 feet 

long. 

 

Similar reports were subsequently made by James Wheeler, Jose Alvarez, Newell Wright, 

Frank Williams, James (Jesse?) D. Long, Ronald Martin, and many others of the vicinity.  Each 

described a glowing UFO which caused the electric components of their automobiles to tail until it 

had passed.  By early morning, Sheriff Weir Clem and Deputy Pat McCullough -- on assignment 

to investigate the remarkable stories -- noted the object shooting through the air "lighting up the 

whole pavement in front of us for about 2 seconds". 

 

…  …  …  Hundreds of persons reported sighting throughout the entire Levelland complex.  

Scores recounted having their automobile engines and/or headlights extinguished by the presence 

of the phenomena.  The incidents occurred across a fairly wide area -- actually several hundred 

square miles (including the vicinity of Lubbock of earlier overflight fame) -- and were 

characterized in very much the same language except for the 1-or-2 reports distinctively different 

that emphasized "cigar-shaped" craft. 
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47.  November 3, 1956: White Sands, New Mexico  (pp. 103-104) 

At about 3am, Corp. Glenn H. Toy and Pfc. James Wilbanks -- both of the White Sands 

Proving Grounds military police -- reportedly observed a radiant vermilion disc slowly descend to 

within 50 yards of the ground.  The object was about 2 miles from their position and appeared to 

be nearly 300 feet in diameter. 

 

"It came down very slowly to about 50 yards," reported Toy.  "It stayed there 3 minutes, giving 

off a brilliant reddish-orange light.  Then it came to the ground fairly fast.  It looked like a 

completely controlled landing." 

 

Specialists Richard Oakes and Henry Barlow described a sighting which took place at 8:00 the 

next evening as of similar breadth but shaped like a long, thin projectile.  Their unknown was 

noted hanging above the ground … slowly rising until it appeared to be a star … and then 

vanishing.  Newell A. Wright of Abilene, Texas recalled seeing a 120-foot, neon-like luminescent 

ovoid take off from a highway surface and disappear into the night.  Holloman AFB civilian 

radarman Don Clark reported a cigar-shaped object west of Alamagordo, New Mexico. 

 

The reports of 2 Army patrols were of particular interest.  They identified a UFO suspended 

above an abandoned technicians' bunker which had been used during the first atomic tests in 1945 

at the White Sands Proving Grounds -- a location nearly identical with that cited by "contactee" 

Dan Fry as the point at which he encountered the extraterrestrial craft that spirited him to New 

York and back in 30 minutes. 

 

A similar observation was made by missile engineer James Stokes at Holloman AFB.  

According to him, an iridescent oval object stalled 10-or-more automobiles along Highway 54.  

Coming from the northeast, it swept in a shallow pass across the sky, moving toward the Proving 

Grounds to the southwest, radiating a great wave of heat as it soundlessly passed overhead. 

 

Reports were even coming in from North and South.  In Elmwood Park near Chicago, 2 police 

officers told of a glowing, iridescent rocket nearly the length of a football field cruising 300 feet 

above their patrol car.  Dispatcher Daniel de Giovanni and his companion monitored the unknown 

object until it outdistanced them 

 

 

48.  November 5, 1956: Gulf of Mexico  (pg. 104) 

At 5:10 am as the Coast Guard cutter Sebago was cruising about in the Gulf, veteran radarmen 

began tracking an unidentified flying object as it swiftly circled about the ship for 10 minutes.  The 

scope showed it wheeling around … suddenly stopping … hovering motionlessly … and then 

plummeting off at speeds near 1,0000 mph.  Visual observation of the brilliant object was made by 

Lt. Donald Schaefer, Ensign Wayne Schottley, Q.M. Kenneth Smith, and Seaman Radioman 

Thomas Kirk among others. 

 

 

49.  November 5, 1956: Australia  (pg. 105) 

The Mount Stromlo Observatory offered one interesting contribution when 4 of its astronomers 

tracked a luminous object across the sky in the early morning.  "It is the first time that the 

observatory has sighted what might be called an unidentified flying object," recounted Dr. A.R. 

Hogg.  He added that the phenomenon was too slow for a meteor, and it was neither Sputnik I nor 

II. 
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50.  November 4, 1957: Brazil  (pg. 106) 

The Brazilian Army fortress Itaipu at Sao Vicente in the State of Sao Paulo was approached on 

the Mooon-less tropical evening while all but 2 sentinels of the garrison were asleep.  This pair 

was suddenly starteld by the appearance of an iridescent object above the fortification.  A star and 

an airplane were eliminated as possible explanations because of the speed and aerial gymnastics of 

the apparition. 

 

The UFO achieved the air over the fortress at great acceleration and then abruptly arrested its 

motion … drifted slowly down to an altitude of less than 200 feet … and hovered.  The sentries 

were immobilized as a burning sensation engulfed them.  One man staggered, gasped for air, and 

then blacked out.  His terrified companion began howling frantically and racing about like a 

trapped animal. 

 

Suddenly, the communications were dead; the emergency circuits failed; and most peculiar of 

all, all of the clocks in the barracks -- which had been set for 5:00 am -- began to ring 

simultaneously. 

 

Shortly thereafter, the facilities were restored and a rapidly reorganized fortress spread to 

"battle stations" to defend against the unknown enemy who was surely attacking.  As they came 

into position, a number of officers and soldiers perceived an orange light in rapid vertical ascent, 

which then changed direction and bulleted into the stratosphere at a tremendous speed.  The 2 

sentinels were found near their posts.  One was still unconscious and the other was huddled in a 

corner mumbling and bereft of his senses.  Immediate medical examination established that both 

had suffered 1
st
 and 2

nd
 degree burns over more than 10 percent of their bodies. 

 

According the report, the entire unbelievable episode had taken little more than 3 minutes.  On 

the following day, the commanding colonel forbade his men to discuss the incident.  Intelligence 

officers appeared and assumed control of the case.  The fort came under martial law. 

 

An addendum to this fascinating story was written by the appearance of a U.S. Army military 

mission which suddenly arrived to question the pertinent witnesses -- especially the sentinels -- 

who had been transferred to a maximum-security hospital ward.  Along with a thousand other 

cases, this one has no conclusion … it merely stops. 

 

52.  November 6, 1957: Lake County, Ohio  (pp. 107-108) 

Ogden Moore was driving along Route 86 and notice in the sky a luminous unknown that had 

"stopped when it got to the center of the driver's half of the windshield".  At that point, it "spit into 

2 pieces and one part went upward" as the remaining segment brightened even more.  Later, Moore 

was to recall that the disc-shaped object was about 50 feet across and about a third that thick.  It 

was topped with a conic effect (which may have doubled its total height); seemed bathed in a blue-

green mist; and appeared to be smooth-surfaced without any apertures. 

 

After some time, Moore left his car and began to walk the several hundred feet separating him 

from the device.  However, having traveled about half the distance, he decided to retrace his steps, 

retreat from the field, and find another witness.  Unfortunately by the time he brought his wife to 

the site, the vessel had vanished. 

 

The incident was reported the following day, at which time the local Civilian Defense director 

Kenneth Locke and Lieutenant Reinek of the Ohio 5
th

 Area Civilian Defense unit examined the 
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area visually and with a Geiger counter.  They allegedly found footprints "coming from nowhere 

and going nowhere" as well what appeared to be tracks from spiked shoes.  The roentgen reading 

taken registered about 150 in the center of the cited area, dropping to approximately 20 at the outer 

perimeter.  A second scanning several hours later revealed that the middle ground peaking of 150 

had subsided to between 20 and 30 and the circumference to zero.  There was no question of the 

response being due to mineral deposits. 

 

According to Moore, he was visited on November 10 by Geauga County Sheriff Louis 

Robusky, a deputy, and an Air Force lieutenant who requested that he accompany them to 

Youngstown where he could make a full statement and answer whatever questions seemed 

appropriate.  Assured that he would be back by evening, he was surprised when his companions 

first drove him to the sighting location where an Air Force helicopter waited.  He was  flown to 

Youngstown, exhaustively interviewed, and finally returned to his home a little past Midnight. 

 

One week afterward, 2 Air Force officers arrived in an officially-marked automobile and 

requested that he come with them to Washington, DC for a few days for even more detailed 

interrogation.  Leaving him time pack a few essentials, they departed and reappeared in an hour.  

Moore was driven to a plan which immediately took off.  At Wright-Patterson Field at Dayton, 

they set down to deposit one office and enplane another, finally arriving in Washington in the 

evening. 

 

Moore was driven from the airport to a building in which -- he recounts -- he was domiciled 

during his entire stay.  Subsequently shown photographs of various buildings in the Capital to 

which he had never been before, he is supposed to have identified the United States Court House 

on Constitution Avenue as one of those in which he had been queried.  Much later, Moore says, he 

was visited again by Air Force representatives.  These officers assured him that what he had seen 

in 1957 had been only a giant fireball. 

 

In 1962 while writing of a field trip to Blue Book headquarters at Wright-Patterson AFB, 

researcher James W. Moseley said that Col. Robert J. Friend (then directing the evaluating 

operation) had dismissed the entire matter.  According to Colonel Friend, the Air Force went to 

interview this man and asked him "politely about these wild claims [about the Washington, DC 

trip].  The fellow [Moore] admitted in private that they were not true.  Apparently he had merely 

strayed from home for a few days and needed a good story to tell his wife." 

 

Nonetheless, almost a year later Moore was quoted as saying:  "I know I saw a solid object that 

night because I ws close enough to see the reflection of the moonlight on the object's mirror-like 

surface.  It wasn't any fireball.  I know what I saw.  And nothing they said could change my mind." 

 

 

53.  November 10, 1957: Cherokee, North Carolina  (pp. 107-108) 

2 Cherokee Indians reported seeing a 100-foot wide, glowing-red globe cruising above the 

highway.  Approaching it in their automobile, they recalled that it descended behind trees and 

disappeared.  Offering a somewhat different explanation than that usually encountered, they 

characterized the apparition as a "skillie" -- a human, according to Cherokee lore, who through 

magical ritual has achieved the ability to transform himself into an animal, vegetable, mineral, or 

energy (in this case, light).  [StealthSkater note: this may not be so farfetched as it seems.  

There have been theories that UFOs can be likened to "living machines" which are capable 

of changing their shapes ("morphing").  Some guesses are that psycho-reactive materials of 

construction permit the craft and crew to behave as one living mechanism.] 
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54.  November, 1957: Island of Trindade  (pp. 111-112) 

The Brazilian navy incident -- a complex of sightings, topped by a gallery of photographs 

which well may have been the most important sighting series of its time -- began toward the of 

November and concluded almost a year later. 

 

Directing a Brazilian Navy task force, Commander Carlos Alberto Bacellar was operating in 

the waters around the island of Trindade about 700 miles into the Atlantic.  The purpose was to 

establish an International Geophysical Year research activity under the supervision of the 

Hydrography and Navigation Division of the Ministry of the Navy.  Bacellar himself was a highly 

qualified officer; a technician; a recognized expert in meteorological and atmospheric phenomena; 

and the initiator of a radiosonde system in his country (i.e., a broadcast technique in which 

sensitive instruments are sent up in usually unmanned balloons to record and report to the ground 

humidity, temperature, pressure, and other data).  Accompanying Bacellar were a number of 

carefully chosen specialists. 

 

A meteorological balloon was sent aloft on a clear, sunny morning with a crew monitoring it.  

They were waiting for the moment when according to schedule, it would parachute its instruments.  

Unexpectedly, a new radio signal intruded while -- simultaneously -- visual observation identified 

another object in the sky near the balloon.  The unknown appeared silvery, highly mobile, and 

capable of tremendous speeds.  Immediately the azimuth and elevation of Venus were verified and 

found to bear no relationship to the object of attention.  To quote the report of well-known 

ufologist Dr. Olavo T. Fontes, carried in the Aerial Phenomena Research Organization Bulletin: 

 

"Com. Bacellar took over the theodolite [a surveying instrument which measures 

horizontal and vertical angles, equipped with a telescope] and found the balloon still 

there.  He immediately abandoned it and picked up the unidentified object as it came 

out of the Sun.  Through the 20-power scope, the UAO [Unidentified Aerial Object] 

presented a distinct oval-shaped outline and was about 3 times as long as it was wide.  

It was silvery-white in color and reflected sunlight with what looked like a metallic 

shine.  It appeared to change shape according to its position in space in relation to the 

observers.  [Of course, anything would except a sphere.]  Sometimes it seemed round 

or looked like a planetary disk." 

 

The object was described as having no projections, no vapor trails, and no rotary motion 

although at times, some oscillation was suggested.  After the remarkable stay of 3 hours, it began 

to move away until the technicians tracking it found it gone.  Since Bacellar dismissed 2 earlier 

reports -- including a landing on Trindade Island -- this is regarded as the first of what became a 

series of extraordinary happenings in the area. 

 

The 2
nd

 sighting occurred on December 5; the 3
rd

 on the December 31; the 4
th

 on January 1; 

and the 5
th

 on January 2.  A Brazilian Navy tow ship named Triunfe -- cruising some 400 miles 

from Trindade -- was circled for nearly 10 minutes by the enigmatic craft as the entire crew 

watched. 

 

The next instance of the UFO was on January 6, 1958 on a hazeless morning with a bright, 

clear sky featuring a lone cumulus cloud just overhead.  Unexpectedly, the signal of the weather 

balloon -- which was being tracked visually and via its radiosonde -- began to fail and then went 

silent.  Commander Bacellar immediately went out for a personal observation and saw the balloon 

high above, still ascending, passing the point at which the instruments were supposed to be 

parachuted. 
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As it rose, it came closer-and-closer to the isolated cumulus cloud.  Suddenly it was sucked 

into the cloud, disappearing.  Out-of-sight for 10 minutes, the balloon finally moved into sight 

again, continuing its upward flight.  However, now the instrument package was gone!  It had 

entered the fluffy condensation with its equipment and exited with out. 

 

Moments later, another object emerged from the cloud -- the UFO!  Spotted by a technician 

with a theodolite, the silvery aluminum-looking device moved slowly through the sunlight.  

Bacellar examined it with powerful binoculars and then monitored it with the theodolite for 30 

minutes.  Switching to a sextant, he continued his scrutiny until just after Noon, it moved toward 

and behind a bank of cirrus clouds, ending the incident for the day. 

 

The climax of the event was the photographing of the UFO on January 16.  [SS: continued in 

#55 ] 

 

 

55.  January 16, 1958: Island of Trindade  (pp. 112-114) 

The Brazilian Navy Ship Almirante Saldanha -- a former training vessel converted for special 

hydrographic investigation associated with International Geophysical Year researches -- under the 

command of Comdr. Sandanha da Gama was in the waters of the island of Trindade, preparing for 

its return trip to Rio de Janeiro.  At 12:15 pm, a strange object in the sky was observed by a 

number of persons on deck.  The aerial unknown swiftly approached the island … hovered near it 

for a brief time … vanished behind a small mountain peak … and reappeared on the other side.  

During these maneuvers, a professional photographer and former newspaperman named Almiro 

Barauna photographed the mystery craft 5 times.  In reply to questions put to him, these are some 

of Barauna's comments and conclusions: 

 

"I was on the deck…  the sea was agitated.  The weather was cloudy, clear, with 

no shadows.  I had my Rolleiflex 2.8, model E which was kept inside an aluminum 

box for protection against the corrosive effects of water and salt…  The deck was full 

of sailors and officers. 

 

"Suddenly, Mr. Amilar Viera [a member of the federal CACEX Research 

Division] and Captain Viegas called me, pointing to a certain spot in the sky and 

yelling about a bright object which was approaching the island. 

 

"At this moment … Lieutenant Homero -- the ship's dentist -- came from the bow 

toward us, running, pointing out to the sky and also yelling about an object he was 

sighting…  It was coming over the sea…  I lost about 30 seconds looking … but the 

camera was already in my hands ready when I sighted it clearly silhouetted behind the 

peak…  My camera was set at speed 125 with the aperture at f/8 …  This was the 

cause of an overexposure error as I discovered later. 

 

"The object remained out-of-sight for a few seconds … reappearing bigger in size 

and flying in the opposite direction, but lower and closer than before and moving at 

higher speed.  I shot the 3
rd

 photo … subsequently as it was moving again toward the 

sea, in the same direction from which it had come, and it appeared to stop in mid-air 

for a brief time.  At that moment, I shot my last photo." 

 

Barauna concluded: 
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"I am absolutely certain that it was a controlled object -- either directly or by 

remote-control -- but very well operated in any case.  The general impression of the 

people aboard the ship was the same: it had come a close observation of the ship." 

 

"The objected sighted in the skies of Trindade," recounted Comdr. Paulo Moreira da Silva of 

the Hydrography and Navigation Service, "was not a weather balloon, neither an American guided 

missile …" 

 

Mr. Amilar Vieria Filho -- a member of the federal research operation CACEX -- noted: "What 

I saw, in fact, was an object of gray color and oval in shape when first sighted, which passed over 

the island and then -- emitting a fluorescent light that it didn't possess before -- went away toward 

the horizon…  It looked like an object with a polished surface and uniform color.  I am sure that it 

was not a balloon, an airplane, or a sea-gull." 

 

Soon after his original comments, the Commander stated flatly that "the photos are authentic 

and the film was developed on the same occasion as they were taken aboard the NE Almirante 

Saldanha.  And also that the image of the object on the negatives was verified at the same 

opportunity by several officers …" 

 

The navy General Secretary Admiral Gerson de Macedo Soares was quoted as saying:  "I do 

not see any reason to doubt the reports of reliable witnesses.  Personally, I believe in the reality of 

the flying saucers even if they come from another planet."  The Minister of the Navy -- Admiral 

Alves Camers -- meanwhile told a correspondent that he "didn't believe in flying saucers before.  

But after Barauna's evidence, I was convinced." 

 

 

56.  February 24, 1959: Bradford, Pennsylvania  (pp. 124-126) 

American Airlines Flight-712 was 8,500 feet in the air nonstop from Newark to Detroit and 

passing over Bradford at 8:30 pm.  In command was Capt. Peter W. Killian, a 15-year 4-million-

mile veteran.  His copilot was the highly experienced First Officer John Dee.  They ship was 

cruising at about 350 mph through a sky which was crystal clear on all sides and above.  Some 

3,000 feet below were scattered clouds. 

 

Later, the Detroit Times quoted Killian: 

 

"We were lying around 8,500 feet between Philipsburg and Bradford, PA at 

8:45pm when I looked off to the south and saw 3 yellowish lights in a single 

horizontal line overhead.  At first, I thought it was the Belt of Orion [i.e., a group of 

stars in that constellation].  But then I took a second look and saw both the Belt and 

the foreign objects." 

 

The unknowns -- wrote Keyhoe later, drawing from NICAP interviews with Killian -- 

 

… were huge -- not only larger than the Orion stars but also brighter.  Their color too 

was different -- an intense yellowish-white.  Abruptly, one flying object … came 

toward the plane but … slowed some distance away, apparently observing the DC-6.  

Killian now knew it was a UFO -- some unknown machine under intelligent control.  

He could not be sure, but it seemed at least triple the size of the plane.  Swiftly … the 

UFO rejoined the formation.  Not until then did Killian tell First Officer Dee about 

the objects.  While Dee watched them, Killian cut in the intercom … and made a calm 

announcement to the passengers regarding the aerial phenomena. 
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Subsequently -- as the plane's occupants observed as they seemingly were being observed -- 

one of the UFOs again approached Flight-713 and then returned to its group.  Killian went on the 

air to check whether any pilots were monitoring the strange objects.  Immediately another 

American Airlines captain revealed that he had been participating in the sighting for at least 10 

minutes.  Then a second veteran from a third American Airlines flight radioed that he was tracing 

the UFOs.  The unknowns were lost as the planes descended to the Detroit airport. 

 

It had been Killian's intention to turn in his report to the company and let them handle it from 

there.  However, soon after landing, Mr. N. D. Puncas (Puscas?) brought to the surface even more 

startling information.  The UFOs had also been observed by 3 other United Airline crews.  It was 

agreed that they had been no known aircraft. 

 

Major Keyhoe diligently pursued this exceptional multiple-pilot sighting.  Contacting a long-

time Washington newsman, he asked: 

 

"Could you find out what the Air Force is going to say?  If there's a cover-up and we could tell 

certain congressmen … " 

 

"Who you working with now?" asked his source. 

 

Kehoe told him, then added: "Also, we've promised the names of key witnesses and proof of 

the censorship to the Senate Preparedness Committee." 

 

"Meaning Senator Lyndon Johnson?" 

 

"Yes.  Nothing definite yet, but his staff is looking into it." 

 

The question was what would the Air Force do?  Its first action was to provide an answer for 

all the airborne persons who had seen the UFOs.  The blazingly incompetent solution was that 

"airline pilots who reported flying saucers last Tuesday were actually seeing stars through broken 

clouds" (Orion), notwithstanding the fact that the constellation and the unknowns had been seen 

simultaneously; that the oversky was absolutely clear; that … it was not true. 

 

"There is no astronomical explanation of the reported sightings.  I know of nothing that 

occurred in the skies last night that could account for the objects described," stated Dr. Orren C. 

Mohler, assistant director of the McMath-Hulbert Observatory of the University of Michigan. 

 

On March 1, the New York Herald Tribune carried a new Air Force reply to the mystery 

through the person of an unnamed spokesman.  It asserted that it could hardly be bothered by 

claims made by "people who can't remember anything when they sober up the next day".  Nor by 

persons who were deluded, incompetent, or barefaced liars.  Considering that the witnesses 

included a dozen seasoned pilots with many millions-of-hours airtime among them, it seemed a 

viciously slanderous and reckless rebuttal. 

 

Flying Saucers: Top Secret carries a telephone exchange between Killiand and Keyhoe which 

is particularly pertinent to this record: 

 

"I never drink before or during a flight," he said flatly.  "The Air Force knows it's 

a strict airline rule." 
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"What do you think of the Orion answer?" 

 

"It's not true," said Captain Killian.  "In the first place, the clouds were 3,500 

below us.  Second, we saw the UFOs and Orion at the same time.  Repeatedly.  Even 

if there had been broken clouds, no experienced pilot would be deceived like that." 

 

… … Hugh McPherson -- radio personality on WCHS, Charleston, West Virginia -- taped an 

interview with Killian during which the pilot reiterated the experience.  Long John Nebel presented 

First Officer John Dee to his radio listeners, and they heard the details from an eyewitness.  Bob 

Barry -- Director of the Aerial Phenomena Investigations Society of upstate New York -- 

meanwhile received a letter in response to an inquiry regarding the affair.  It was from Maj. 

Lawrence J. Tacker -- a well-known UFO spokesman for the Air Force -- who assured Barry that 

what all the pilots and passengers had seen had been nothing more than "a B-47 type aircraft 

accomplishing night refueling from KC-96 tankers." 

 

Major Keyhoe flew to New York to speak directly with Captain Killian and arrange for him to 

testify before a group -- to include Senator Barry Goldwater -- which was being scheduled by 

Representative Sam Friedel of Maryland.  To quote the words of the NICAP director: 

 

I checked into the hotel and called Killian's.  His wife answered.  Then the blow 

fell. 

 

"Captain Killian has been silenced by the Air Force," Mrs. Killian told me.  "He's 

under strict orders.  He can't meet with you or talk to anyone -- not even a 

Congressional committee -- about what he saw." 

 

The Air Force always gets its man …  well, almost always. 

 

 

57.  April 1, 1959: Seattle  (pg. 127) 

 

Various explosions were reported around the Seattle area just prior to a UFO sighting at 

approximately 7:45 pm by Mr. & Mrs. Sam Snyder of Graham, Washington.  They saw a brilliant 

unknown aerial followed by another a few moments later. 

 

Shortly thereafter, a C-118 Air Force transport crashed near Mount Rainier, reportedly the 

victim of a mysterious missile which removed a portion of a stabilizer.  4 men were killed.  Why 

the craft turned away from -- rather than to -- McChord AFB for a forced landed is not understood. 

 

Some 5 months later on August 24, a number of <blinking> lights were seen across the sky of 

Bremerton, Washington.  They persisted for about 3 hours.  McChord AFB was supposed to have 

been notified by the local law, but "reportedly" never was. 

 

 

58.  (early) 1959: (pp. 126-127) 

Early 1959 saw the reemergence of accusations directed toward another considerably more 

puzzling aspect of the Government -- the Central Intelligence Agency.  Although to this day few 

persons have ever related this ultra-espionage United States establishment to UFOs, Dr. Leon 

Davidson presented a carefully construed argument for the existence of "Electronic 

CounterMeausres (ECM)" designed to obviate air defenses, which assertedly could "pick up the 
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enemy's radar impulses; amplify and modify them; and send them back" so that they would "cause 

the 'blip' on the enemy's radar screen to have an incorrect range, speed, or heading".  Pointing out 

that such equipment was featured on our more sophisticated bombers as early as 1950, he quoted 

Aviation Research and Development: 

 

A new radar moving-target simulator system -- which generates a display of up to 

6 individual targets on any standard radar indicator -- has been developed … and can 

… simulate … realistic flight paths…  Speeds up to 11,500 mph are easily 

generated…  The target can be made to turn left or right … and there adjustments to 

provide a realistic scope presentation. 

 

Contending "that the CIA since 1951 has caused or sponsored saucer sightings for its own 

purposes", Davidson explains that "by shrewd psychological manipulation, a series of 'normal' 

events has been served up so as to appear as quire convincing evidence of extraterrestrial UFOs.  

Some of this 'normal' activity includes military use of ECM on a classified basis …" 

 

To support his thesis, Davidson cites some ambiguous remarks made by the Director of Air 

Force Intelligence on June 29, 1952 that "the jet interceptors which guarded Washington, DC were 

moved from Andrews AFB (4 miles away) to New Castle, Delaware (90 miles away) … during the 

month [July] of the [1952] sightings in Washington."  Further, he calls attention to Ruppelt's report 

that 

A few days prior to the [July 19, 1952 Washington, DC] incident, a scientist from 

an agency [CIA] that I can't name … said that he thought we were sitting right on top 

of a big keg full of loaded flying saucers.  "Within the next few days," he told me -- 

and I remember that because he punctuated his slow, deliberate remarks by hitting the 

desk with his fist -- "they're going to blow up and you're going to have the 

granddaddy of all UFO sightings.  The sightings will occur in Washington or New 

York," he predicted.  "Probably Washington." 

 

[Davidson's famous "formula":  ECM  +  CIA  =  UFO  ] 

 

 

59.  March 15, [1960?] : Virginia  (pg. 141) 

Eastern Airlines pilot Earl W. Miles and crews of 2 other flights monitored a UFO over 

Virginia.  One report of the pilot's account went as follows: 

 

The object was clearly visible including the outline of its shape and certain 

details.  The shape of the entire object was identified by all of us to be like the 

fuselage of a plane except many times larger than any plane we ever saw.  From the 

back of the fuselage streamed a tremendous white flame that from our distance 

appeared to be ¼-mile long.  It had no wings and there were no protrusions on the 

body that could keep it balanced or directed.  We estimated from what we know of 

flight speed that the thing was traveling in excess of 6,000 mph. 

 

 

60.  July 18, [1960?]: Italy  (pg. 143) 

Italy was honored with an outstanding sighting on the evening of July 18 when a greenish oval-

or-globular object -- with varying-color afterburn and moving at speed up to 12,500 mph -- was 

scanned by radar and directly observed over Rome, Trieste, Bolzano, Genoa, Florence, Trento, and 

Verona. 
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61.  August 6, 1962: Argentina  (pg. 160) 

A vast Zeppelin-like luminescence was observed near Buenos Aires by Pedro Atilli in the very 

early morning. 

 

While across the border in Santiago, Chile, a score of swift, brilliant UFOs were watched by 

numerous persons only a week later. 

 

This incident was followed on August 16 by a sighting of several smaller unknowns flashing 

from a "mothership" which was under the surveillance of 2-or-3 dozen persons. 

 

 

62.  August 19, 1962: Brazil  (pp. 161-162) 

The Aerial Phenomena Research Organization's South American investigator Dr. Olavo T. 

Fontes called attention to an extraordinary adventure.  The narrator of -- and alleged participant in 

-- the incredible episode was 12-y/o Raimundo do Aleuia Mafra of Duas Pontes, Diamantinia in 

the Brazilian state of Minas Gerais. 

 

According to the boy, on the night of August 19 as the entire family -- consisting of his father, 

his 2 younger brothers, and he himself -- was sleeping, eerie footsteps noises floated above the 

floor.  Inconsistently, shadows accompanying the curious noises floated above the floor (bringing 

to mind the levitational proclivities of Albert K. Bender's "Three Men in Black" -- a story hardly 

likely to have come within the compass of a youth in a relatively remote Brazilian village.) 

 

Shouting by the family elicted no response from the presences.  But strange threatening voices 

were overheard as well as a warning of the impending murder of the father Rivalino.  Although 

sleep was eschewed for the remainder of the night, daylight delivered no cessation of the terror.  In 

Raimundo's obviously well-edited words: 

 

In the morning, still afraid, I had the courage to go out outside to get my father's 

horse…  But then I sighted 2 balls floating in mid-air side-by-side about 3 feet from 

the ground, 1 foot from each other…  They were big… One of them was all black, 

had a kind of irregular antenna-like protuberance and a small tail.  The other was 

black and white with the same outlines …  Both emitted a humming sound and 

appeared to give off fire through an opening that flickered like a firefly … 

 

I called my father … out of the house.  He walked toward the objects … stopped 

at a distance of 2 meters.  At that moment, the 2 big balls merged into each other.  

There was only one now -- bigger in size -- raising dust from the ground and 

discharging a yellow smoke which darkened the sky.  With strange noises, that big 

ball crept slowly toward my father. 

 

I saw him enveloped by the yellow smoke and he disappeared inside it.  I ran after 

him into the yellow cloud, which had an acrid smell.  I saw nothing -- only that 

yellow mist around me.  I yelled for my father but there was no answer.  Everything 

was silent again. 

 

Then the yellow smoke dissolved.  The balls were gone.  My father was gone. …  

I want my father back … 
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Raimundo was thoroughly interrogated by Lt. Wilson Lisboa, police chief of Diamantina; by 

Father Jose Avila Garcia who doubted the account; and by psychiatrist Dr. Joan Antumes de 

Oliveria who told the Press:  "I do not wish to discuss the case further.  The facts are beyond my 

competence.  But I can tell you that the boy is normal, and he is telling what he thinks is the truth." 

 

Testimony of a corroborative nature was offered by several persons.  Antonio Rocha -- a minor 

postal official and a friend of the priest -- said that he had seen 2 ball-shaped objects near the house 

in question.  Town physician Dr. Giovani Pereira reported a brilliant UFO disc in the vicinity.  4 

days later, 50 persons saw a similar object pass across the sky.  Also, Lieutenant Lisboa found 

local prospectors who swore Rivalinio told them that he had seen little yard-high strangers digging 

holes in the area a short time earlier. 

 

 

 

 

 

63.  November 27, 1960: Chula Vista, California  (pp. 146-147) 

7 residents of the Caravan Trailer Court -- including the managers Mr. & Mrs. Robert 

Cameron, Mer. Alex Koff, Mr. & Mrs. Donald Carter, and amateur astronomers Mr. & Mrs. Lewis 

Hart -- began monitoring a remarkable red-ball UFO at about 7:30 pm.  Olive Hart sent their 

collective report to the Air Force, a portion of which read: 

 

First, I wish to make it clear to you that we are competent observers … have been 

amateur astronomers for many years … are well acquainted with all the constellations 

and planets … have seen many varieties and many spectacular meteors … are also 

very used to jet plane sightings, weather and observation balloons, satellites, 

helicopters, and all the other things including inversions that are often mistaken for 

UFOs.  We have watched all the Sputniks and Echo. 

 

… We were sitting watching television when the manager of this trailer court 

knocked on the door and asked us to please come out and see if we could identify the 

strange thing that they were watching in the sky.  So we seized our binoculars and 

rushed out to see a staggering sight.  It was an object a bit redder than Mars (orange-

red) and was describing huge circles in the air.  Then it would come to a sudden stop 

and hover.  Through the binoculars, it closely resembled a planet.  But it had 

something connected with it that a planet does not. 

 

The best way I can describe is to say that it looked like a 4
th

 of July sparkler 

connected to the side of the object and appeared to go in-and-out.  Then the red-

orange glow went out and the sparkler part kept right on making dashes at terrific 

speeds.  It went away down into Mexico and then circles some more and then 

returned and from where we were viewing, it went out over North Island and hovered 

some more.  Kindly remember that 7 people (3 with binoculars) were viewing this 

object for a long time (7 for 20 minutes, 2 for 30 minutes).  Then it vanished and did 

not reappear. 

 

The report was received and answered by Lt. Col. Lawrence Tacker, who dispatched a 42-

question U.S. Air Force Technical Information Sheet to the observers for additional data.  Long-

time investigator Lloyd Mallan wrote regarding the amendations to the original account: 
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She (Olive Hart) made 3 pints that were not included in her letter.  One was that 

the planet Mars was in the sky often near the strange UFO, so an accurate comparison 

could be made of the UFO's size and color.  Another was that when the object sped 

down past San Diego over Mexico, its size and magnitude resembled those of the 

planet Mercury.  The third point was in answer to question 38: "In your opinion, what 

do you think the object was and what might have caused it?" 

 

The Harts' answer: It was unquestionably some kind of intelligently controller air-

or-space vehicle." 

 

The Project Blue Book evaluation of this sighting concludes: 

 

Object has many characteristics of a refracted astronomical object.  But the 

movement from East-to-West and the high elevation angle tends to rule out this 

possibility.  Witnesses indicated that they were watching object through binoculars.  

Therefore, a balloon or aircraft should have been recognized.  And 30 minutes is a 

long time for an aircraft to be in sight if flying in any one direction for any length of 

time.  This case is classed as an "Unidentified". 

 

 

64.  November 5, 1962: Argentina  (pg. 161) 

A Tucuman newspaper asserted that Italian truck-driver Pier Livio Quaia almost rammed a 

highway-straddling UFO. The glowing, ovate, approximately 15-by-40 foot object was circled 

with small windows through which red-and-green lights were visible.  The craft's belly featured a 

yard-wide transparent window, bright with white illumination.  Quaia was later joined by 2 

additional night drivers.  The trio surveyed the scene for about an hour until they decided that it 

was not going to do anything more interesting than merely be there … so they elft. 

 

 

65.  April 24, 1964: Socorro, New Mexico  (pp. 167-170) 

Lonnie Zamora -- an officer of good reputation in the Socorro Police Department -- was 

described by Air Force investigator Dr. J. Allen Hynek in the following manner: 

 

Although not overly articulate, Zamora is basically sincere, honest, and reliable.  

He would not be capable of contriving a complex hoax, nor would his tempermant 

indicate that he would have the slightest interest in such.  He was simply a copy on 

duty, relinquished on discharge of that duty [chasing a speeding car] for another 

which he thought was of more immediate importance [i.e., investigating the possible 

explosion of a dynamite shack].  His fright was genuine.  And his feeling that he had 

seem something truly unusual attested by the fact that he asked whether he should 

speak to the priest first before saying anything. 

 

Any question of hallucination seems clearly out.  He is a non-drinking man and is 

a solid, well-built, physically healthy individual.  He is a cop who looks as though he 

could be pretty gruff with his customers.  And in fact, his complaint about the UFO 

sighting was that it did not allow him to give out his full quota of tickets for the day. 

 

At about 5:45 pm as he drove Socorro Patrol Car #2, he observed a speeding automobile and 

gave chase.  At one point when the pursued vehicle was still 3 blocks ahead, Zamora was 

distracted by a great noise.  In his words: 
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At this time, I heard a roar and saw a flame in the sky to the southwest some 

distance away … 

 

Noise I heard was a roar -- not a blast, not a jet.  It changed from high frequency 

to low frequency and then stopped.  The roar lasted possibly 10 seconds … 

 

Proceeding toward the "roar and flame", Zamora came over a rise in the road and started down 

the other side into a gully. 

 

Suddenly I noted a shiny-type object to the south about 150-to-200 yards. It was 

off the road.  At first glance, I stopped.  It looked at first like a car turned upside 

down.  Thought some kids might have turned it over.  Saw 2 people in white coveralls 

very close to the object.  One of these persons seemed to turn and look straight at my 

car and seemed startled -- seemed to quickly jump somewhat. 

 

At this time, I started moving my car towards them quickly…  The object was like 

aluminum.  It was whitish against the moss background, but not chrome.  It seemed 

like it was oblong in shape… 

 

The only time I saw 2 persons was when I had stopped -- for possibly 2 seconds 

or so -- to glance at the object…  These persons appeared normal in shape.  But 

possibly they were small adults or large kids. 

 

Later, he cast doubt on the humanoid aspect of the story. 

 

The officer continued along the road approaching the object as he called the sheriff's office in 

Socorro.  At that time, Sergeant Sam Chavez picked up the message and proceeded to the location.  

Zamora was still speaking on his radio when he brought his prowl car to a stop.  Signing off, he 

emerged from the vehicle and moved in the direction of the arroyo in which he knew the object to 

be located.  He later recalled that he had 

 

Hardly turned around from my car when I heard a roar -- a very loud roar…  The 

object was starting to straight up -- slowly up.  The flame was light blue, and at the 

bottom it was sort of an orange color … 

 

The object was smooth; no windows or doors [visible].  As the roar started, it was 

still on or near the ground.  I noted red lettering of some type -- like an insignia -- 

about 2¼ inches high and 2 inches wide.  Insignia was in the middle of the object. 

 

The symbol was reportedly a 'V' or "crescent" slashed by 3 strokes. 

 

The saucer then rose above the level of the squad car, moved off over the shack, and 

disappeared over Miles Canyon Mountain. 

 

Sergeant Chavez came up and asked me what the trouble was because I was 

sweating.  He told me that I was very white, very pale.  I asked to Sergeant to see 

what I saw.  And that was the burning brush [in the area where the object had been].  

The brush was burning in several places. 
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Considerable physical evidence was apparent to those who inspected the site although, of 

course, they had no way of being certain of its cause. 

 

The matter was investigated by the State police; the FBI; and the Air Force which sent its top 

man (Hynek) accompanied by Sgt. David Moody from Project Blue Book at Wright-Patterson 

AFB.  An initial survey of the alleged landing location revealed considerable scorching as well as 

4 wedge-shaped impressions which seemed to coincide with the position of the vessel's legs.  

However, by the time Hynek arrived, most of the physical factors had been obliterated or obscured 

by previous examiners and the curious. 

 

Hynek devoted most of his attention to Zamora, with whom he conversed for many hours and 

whom he had reenact the entire episode.  While conceding the report to be unique among those 

that he had investigated during his years of inquiry for the Air Force, the astronomer was unhappy 

at the lack of radar confirmation (noted newsman Frank Edwards was to assert that the nearest 

"radar wasn't working") and/or other witnesses.  But with regard to the latter complain, at the time 

he was not in possession of following supporting data and testimony. 

 

Opal Grinder -- manager of Whiting Brothers' service station (also immediately north of 

Socorro) -- reported that shortly before the time of the Zamora sighting, an unidentified driver had 

stopped for gasoline and remarked on a curious craft which had overflown him.  He added that he 

had noticed a police car headed in its direction.  Unfortunately, this witness may never be located. 

 

Ultimately the Socorro sighting -- even with the supportive reports which followed it closely -- 

must rest on whether one believes Lonnie Zamora or not.  Apparently Hynek did.  And Dr. Lincoln 

La Paz -- "America's foremost authority on meteorites" who allegedly attributed the patrolman's 

experience to an experimental United States craft in spite of the Air Force's rejection of all such 

explanations -- says: "I have had contacts with Officer Zamora in my work.  And he is a 

thoroughly dependable observer."  [SS: continued in # 66 ] 

 

 

66.  April 25, 1964: La Madera, New Mexico  (pg. 170) 

Soon after Midnight (only hours after the police officer's alleged encounter), George Gallegos -

- who was visiting his father's house near the small village of La Madera -- claims that he observed 

a grounded craft of an ovoid, metallic appearance, and about 5 yards in vertical circumference.  He 

said that it "looked like an egg-shaped butane tank… as long as a telephone pole and about 14-feet 

in circumference."  After approaching to about 200 feet, caution and the spokes of blue flame 

spurting from radiating jet nozzles precluded closer investigation. 

 

Reportedly, a large charred area -- which was examined by local lawman Nick Naranjo (who 

notified his captains Vigil and Kinsbury) and Air Force personnel later on -- testified to the 

nocturnal visitation.  Coral Lorenzen wrote that while interviewing State Police Capt. Martin Vigil, 

he had told her of strange markings at the allegedly new landing site.  "He told me the impressions 

were 4 in umbers.  Each was wedge-shaped at the bottom.  They were 3-to-4 inches deep, 12 

inches wide, and 8 inches across."  These were very much like some of the impressions discovered 

at the Socorro location.  Additionally, Vigil said that "rocks in the center of the split; a bottle was 

melted; and green brush had been set on fire, evidently by intense heat". 

 

 

67.  April 26, 1964: Albuquerque, New Mexico  (pg. 170) 
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George Mitropolis was traveling north along Route 85 at 10:30 pm when his eye was attracted 

to a low-flying, slight luminous object having something of the look of "an upside-down bathtub 

gliding across the desert".  No lights were evident, but he saw an exhaust-like underglow and heard 

sounds "like muffled jets". 

 

 

68.  April 28, 1964: Edgewood, Texas  (pg. 170) 

Don Adams was driving along the highway shortly after Midnight when he became aware of 

the presence of a 25-foot-long emerald unknown drifting a hundred feet above his automobile. 

 

In a lust "Wild West" fashion, he took a .22-caliber pistol from his vehicle and fired a half-

dozen times at the curious craft.  He heard the bullets ricochet off a solid surface.  Reloading -- for 

one can't keep an irrepressible American 21-year-old frustrated when he wants to kill something -- 

he shot 6 more times.  Eventually either he or the spacians drifted off to some other activity. 

 

 

69.  April 29, 1964: Albuquerque, New Mexico  (pp. 170-171) 

10-y/o Sharon Stull saw a "weird-looking thing bobbing about in the sky" -- an ovoid about the 

size of an aircraft as she stood in her schoolyard at lunchtime.  The 5-to-10 minute observation 

damaged her eyes and face.  The physician whom her parents (Mr.&Mrs. Max Stull) called in is 

said to have remarked that normal daylight "would usually be considered insufficient to cause the 

burns and inflammation caused by longer exposure to the Sun". 

 

That afternoon, napoleon Green and his wife observed a pair of unknowns, plane-sized egg-

shapes north of Socorro.  Also on the 289
th

, a group of children and adults witnessed a white globe 

in the sky near Hobbs, New Mexico. 

 

 

70.  December 21, 1964: Grottoes, Virginia  (pp. 172-173) 

Horace Burns is a gunsmith of Harrisonburg, living at Grottoes.  As he was driving toward 

Waynesboro (a few miles east of Staunton), he saw an enormous object sweep from the sky; cross 

Route 250; and come to rest in a small meadow about 100 yards off the road.  Simultaneously, the 

motor of his stationwagon sputtered and died. 

 

He guided the vehicle along the shoulder until it stopped and then got out.  The inverted top-

like device was immense -- over 40 yards across and nearly 30 high.  The conic conformation 

featured a half-dozen of concentric circles decreasing in size from base to dome.  The lowest -- 12-

to-18 inches wide -- emitted a bluish iridescence.  No door, hatch, window, porthole, seam, or 

landing gear was evident. 

 

Suddenly, the saucer ascended for several hundred feet and vanished to the Northeast. 

 

Professor Ernest Gehman investigated the story and the alleged landing site.  9 days after the 

incident date, he reported: "A preliminary testing with a Geiger counter revealed radioactivity of 

over 60,000 counts per minute."  His readings were checked and verified by 2 engineers employed 

by the nearby DuPont installation (Harry Cook and Mr. Funk).  The equipment used for the test 

was a model 2612 Portable Survey Meter with a Model P15 probe. 

 

January 12, 1965 found Technical Sergeant David Moody and Staff Sergeant Harold Jones of 

Wright-Patterson AFB interrogating Burns and Professor Gehman and examining the landing 
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location.  In reviewing the official inspection, Gehman left little doubt that he regarded the 2 

sergeants' conduct of it as "extremely questionable".  He wrote later that Sergeant Moody's Model 

2586 Beta-Gamma Survey meter reportedly indicated significant radiation more than 3 weeks after 

Burn's purported encounter.  But that the Air Force man falsified the reading by adjusting his 

instrument to reduce the indication to zero. 

 

The 3-page report was extremely incomplete and contained numerous inaccuracies according 

to Professor Gehman.  And he has clearly and convincingly cited these inadequacies and 

discrepancies, not the least of the former being that the 2 engineers who participated in the original 

examination of the vicinity for radioactivity were never questioned (although they reaffirmed that 

the area was very "hot"). 

 

Among outright errors in the report were the description of 38-44 foot powerline poles as 75-

foot telephone poles; a difference of 2½ hours as to the time specified when Moody visited 

Gehman; a specified angle of direction which was noted as 60 degrees when it is 45 degrees; and 

the fact that there were no other witnesses when 14-y/o Kenneth Norton and his mother, a father 

and his son, and another man all offered circumstantially supportive sightings which were detailed 

in the local press only a few days after Moody's arrival on the scene. 

 

 

71.  July 3, 1965: Antarctica  (pp. 173-174) 

The Navy garrison in the Argentine Antarctica, Deception Island observed at 19:40 hours local 

time a giant, lens-shaped flying object, solid in appearance, mostly red and green in color, 

changing occasionally with yellow, blue, white, and orange shades.  The object was moving on a 

zigzag trajectory toward the East.  But several time it changed course to the West and North with 

varied speeds and without sound.  It passed at an elevation of 45 degrees over the horizon at a 

distance estimated to be about 10-to-15 kilometers from the base. 

 

During the maneuvers performed by the object, the witnesses were able to register its 

tremendous speeds and also the fact that it hovered motionless for about 15 minutes at an altitude 

of about 3 miles.  The meteorological conditions for the area of the sighting can be considered as 

very good for this time of the year -- clear sky, some strato-cumulus, Moon in the last quarter, and 

perfect visibility. 

 

The object was witnessed by the meteorologist together with 13 members of the garrison and 3 

Chilean sub-officers visiting the base.  The observation lasted for 20 minutes and photographs of 

the object were taken.  [StealthSkater note: "lens-shaped" and red & green colors remind me 

of the UNITEL proposed quantum laser craft.  See the "UNITEL" page at => doc   pdf   URL   

] 
 

 

72.  September 3, 1965: Exeter, New Hampshire  (pp. 176-178) 

At 2:24 am on a warm, Moon-less night, Norman Muscarello rushed into the Exeter police 

station, pale and trembling.  He claimed that walked along the highway, he had passed an open 

field where he saw "the Thing" (as it came to be called after his designation).  Larger than a house 

and perhaps 90 feet diameter according to the witness, it emerged from the night sky, brilliant and 

pulsating crimson lights around its perimeter.  Wobbling and shifting flight position, it descended 

silently, gently, directly over him.  In terror, Muscarello flattened along the edge of the road.  The 

UFO seemed to hesitate … recede slightly … arrest its flight over a nearby house … and finally 
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move farther away.  Slamming his fists on the door of the cottage elicited no response.  So he fled 

back to the road where he was picked up and brought to the Exeter police station. 

 

Naturally Officer Reginald Toland -- who heard the story -- was somewhat skeptical.  Still, the 

intensity and excitement of the young man made him decide to recall Patrolman Eugene Bertrand 

in Cruiser #21 to the station.  This police officer had his own odd tale to tell upon his arrival.  An 

hour before, the Korean War veteran had encountered an extremely distraught female driver on the 

highway who said an enormous aerial object had paced along behind her only a few feet away 

from the rear of her automobile.  Finally, she told Bertrand, the UFO had flashed upward and was 

absorbed by the night. 

 

Patrolman drove Muscarello back to this sighting location.  They arrive around 3:00 am.  The 

officer radioed in to Toland (still in that station) that he and his charge were leaving the prowl car, 

and told him not to be concerned if he could not reach them.  The two walked several hundred feet 

from the highway, approaching the corral of the Carl Dining farm.  Suddenly animals -- horses, a 

nearby dog, hanging bats -- became frenetic. 

 

"I see it!  I see it!" cried Muscarello.  Bertrand watched a brilliant, soundless UFO rise from 

beyond a pair of tall pine trees and approach them, engulfing the ground in bloody light.  The 

Dining house and the close-by Russell home turned crimson.  Both men raced for the squad car 

and its radio.  Bertrand shouted into the microphone: 

 

"My God!  I see the damn thing myself!" 

 

The altitude of the object was estimated at about 30 yards, and its distance from them at 3 

times that.  It gave the impression of rolling back-and-forth on its axis.  The fluctuating rim lights 

were dimming in a seeming cycle.  And because of its brilliance, it was difficult to ascertain its 

actual conformation. 

 

Eventually the UFO slowly moved off to the East in an erratic flight.  Almost concurrent with 

the unknown's retreat, Patrolman David Hunt in Cruiser #20 -- who had overhead the radio 

exchange between Bertrand and Toland -- arrive at the scene.  John Fuller quotes him as saying: 

 

I could see that fluttering movement.  It was going from left-to-right between the 

tops of 2 big trees.  I could see those pulsating lights…  Then it started moving slow-

like across the tops of the trees, just above the trees.  It ws rocking when it did this.  A 

creepy type of look.  After … a B-47.  You could tell the difference [between the 

UFO and an aircraft].  There was no comparison." 

 

Immediately following the incident, Toland was told by a night telephone operator in Exeter 

that a hysterical man had called, raved about a flying saucer plummeting at him, and then was cut 

off.  Supporting sightings were to follow as they almost invariably do.  Ron Smith, a senior in high 

school, was supposed to have observed a UFO resembling the earlier one: 

 

I was riding with my mother and aunt [Fuller quotes him as testifying].  I guess 

around 11:30 pm, and this was just about 2-or-3 weeks after the officers here saw this 

object.  All of a sudden, my aunt said, "Look up at the sky!" …  I saw a red light on 

top, and the bottom was white and glowed.  It appeared to be spinning.  It passed over 

the car [which had stopped] once.  And when it passed over and got in front, it 

stopped all of a sudden in midair. 
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"Stopped in midair?" asked Fuller. 

 

"Stopped in midair, went back over a second time, stopped again.  Then it headed over the car 

a 3
rd

 time and took off." 

 

Mrs. Virginia Hale -- a reporter for the Haverhill, Massachusetts Gazette -- also submitted a 

report saying that she had clearly seen a similar UFO for at least 5 minutes -- probably in the first 

week of October. 

 

A number of witnesses to other -- possibly supportive -- sightings were discovered by John 

Fuller and are detailed in his exhaustive reportage of the Incident in Exeter which -- while 

reflecting a certain pro-saucerism, deriving from the author's newness in the field and his 

assumption of narrative license -- unquestionably provides the most comprehensive account of an 

individual isolated sighting now available. 

 

It should be noted that many regard the Exeter affair as one involving 5 separate, baseball-

sized lights rather than a single large object with small rim lamps. 

 

 

73.  September 3, 1965: Angleton, Texas  (pp. 178-179) 

It was about 1am as police school graduates Chief Deputy B.E. McCoy and Patrol Deputy 

Robert Good drove along the dark highway.  The quiet night was abruptly interrupted as their 

attention was snared by an enormous aerial object highlighted by the bright Moon.  They agreed 

that the object must be about 200 feet long and a quarter that at center thickness, diminishing in 

circumference at either end.  The forepoint radiated a purple light; the tail glow was a <blinking> 

blue. 

 

Turning, they retraced their path toward Damon (something less than a mile) and then pulled 

onto the shoulder to watch the extraordinary phenomena.  As they scrutinized the UFO, they 

alternatively used binoculars that they had in the squad car.  Without warning or altering its pace, 

the object swooped toward the automobile in a manner identical to actions described by 

Muscarello [#72, Incident at Exeter] and numerous others until it was no more than a hundred feet 

away. 

 

Its shadow raced along the ground, matching -- in effect -- the apparently real attack of the 

substance.  Goode was conscious of considerable heat which he deduced was being emanated from 

the purple headlight, now less than 50 yards behind them.  Finally getting the car into gear, the 2 

officers fled off along the highway at speeds as high as 110 mph until the UFO abandoned the 

chase. 

 

Shaken and unnerved by the experience, Goode and McCoy courageously decided -- after a 

few miles of additional breathing time -- to return to the original site and attempt an investigation. 

 

Nothing had changed for the better.  As they approached the location, they clearly saw the 

lights of the vast vessel altering in the fashion that had preceded its previous attack.  Very 

understandably, they hurtled off down the road at a speed which did justice to their earlier escape. 

 

A full written report was delivered to the Sheriff and to Ellington AFB investigator Maj. 

Laurence R. Leach, Jr.  Incredibly -- as far as it can be ascertained -- Project Blue Book did not get 

involved and Hynek, for example, never interrogated McCoy and Goode. 
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74.  January 11, 1966: Wanaque, New Jersey  (pg. 182) 

Patrolman George Dykman reported "a large, bright, white object over the north end of the 

dam" at Wanaque.  "It moved like one of those low-flying private planes … but there was no 

sound to it…" 

 

The attention of other officers was called to the UFO, which was monitored as it circled above 

the 6-mile-long reservoir … hovered for several minutes, at one point descending to so low an 

altitude that it was reflected in the ice … and finally moved off.  The next morning, investigators 

are alleged to have discovered a circle melted in the frozen surface in the area above which the 

UFO had hung. 

 

Frank Steimes -- employed at the reservoir -- saw the phenomenon as a crimson-tinted Moon-

form.  Civilian Defense Director of Wanaque Bentley Spencer recalled "it was a big ball of light 

… reddish on the inside, bluish on the outside.  It was hovering, dancing, and dipping across the 

reservoir.  It was moving from right-to-left, swinging like a pendulum.  It cast a bright reflection 

on the ice." 

 

Throughout the Spring, Summer, and early Autumn, the series of reports continued.  The story 

broke open again on the evening of October 10. 

 

Mrs. Robert J. Gordon -- a member of NICAP -- sighted a "disk-shaped object about the size of 

an automobile" pass over her Pompton Lakes house, disappearing in the direction of the Wanaque 

Reservoir.  Summoning her husband -- a police sergeant who was purported to metaphorically 

view the entire local flap as well as his wife's interest in UFOs with a jaundiced eye -- Mrs. 

Gordon pointed at the sky. 

 

Robert Gordon told investigator Lloyd Mallan the following story: 

 

My wife had seen a very bright object up in the sky above a nearby TV antenna.  

The antenna is 500+ feet in the air.  And this object was high above it.  The object 

was very bright.  It appeared to be the size of a softball or a grapefruit.  It was moving 

in a North-Northeasterly direction.  It came from my left and moved to my right.  

How can I describe its brightness?  It wasn't like looking at a streetlight, a strobe 

light, or anything like that.  It looked just as though there were a hole punched in the 

sky.  There was no actual beam from it … 

 

I … phoned Headquarters.  One of the police officers drove over.  Just as he got 

to our house, the thing disappeared from our view. 

 

Mallan has written on the Air Force's relationship vis-à-vis Wanaque in an exchange with Sgt. 

Robert Gordon.  The officer said: 

 

"No.  It was no aircraft.  I've seen a lot of aircraft.  In fact, there were aircraft all of the place 

after this thing disappeared.  But nobody knows where they came from.  There were 7 helicopters 

and -- I would say -- 10-or-12 jets." 

 

"Oh?  Were these U.S. Air Force aircraft?" asked Mallan. 

 

"I don't know." 
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"You don't know where they originated?  They just came on the scene?" 

 

"Right on the scene!" the officer affirmed.  "It was only 15 minutes from the time we had 

spotted the thing.  And the Air Force claims that they didn't get any report on it.  They seem to be 

hiding something out on us.  I just don't know.  Now I've never seen 7 helicopters at one time in 

this area all my life.  And I've lived her for 40 years!" 

 

Checking on these jet and helicopter overflights nearly concurrent with the exceptional 

sighting, investigator Mallan contacted U.S. Air Force officers at project Blue Book, Wright-

Patterson AFB, and at the Pentagon; officers of the U.S. Navy at Lakehurst, NJ, Floyd Bennett, 

NY, and Willow Grove, PA Naval Air Stations; plus many other possible origins official and 

private.  He learned nothing.  …  

 

 

75.  March 18, 1966: Ann Arbor, Michigan  (pp. 184-185) 

A New York Times article stated "At least 40 persons -- including 12 policemen -- said today 

that they saw a strange flying object guarded by 4 sister ships land in a swamp in Ann Arbor 

Sunday night".  Frank Mannor and his son Ronald approached to within 500 yards of the 

automobile-sized, football-shaped craft.  They saw a pulsating blue light at one end and a white 

one at the other.  Washtenaw County sheriff's deputies Stanley McFadden and David Fitzpatrick 

saw the UFO pass over their patrol car moments after the Mannors saw it ascend. 

 

Official Robert Hunawill and others apparently saw the UFO before dawn on Monday and 

Wednesday.  [SS: cont. in #76 …] 

 

 

76.  March 22, 1966: Mount Clemons, Michigan  (pg. 185) 

The sightings wove into a perplexing pattern: "87 Coeds Saw a Flying Object Near Michigan 

Col. Dormitory" read the boldface lead.  The story revealed that Mrs. Kelly Hearn -- for 7 years a 

newspaper reporters (and at that time, Assistant Dean of Women, Assistant Professor English, and 

a dormitory housemother at Hillsdale College) -- accompanied by more than four score students 

monitored the UFO for over 4 hours. 

 

Hillsdale County director of civilian defense William Van Horn -- who said that "it was 

definitely some kind of vehicle -- remarked that the object -- which almost unanimously was 

described after the fashion of the earlier UFO -- dimmed its lights when approached by police 

cruisers and intensified them again when the cars withdrew. 

 

The Air Force dispatched Dr. Hynek to the scene.  He set up operations at Selfridge Field, 

Mount Clemens, Michigan.  By the next day, he was in the field conducting his investigation 

which by that time had come to include the claim of a Dexter farmer that a "ghost ship" had landed 

in the vicinity. 

 

Hynek called a press conference and announced that at least 200 persons who had observed the 

Michigan UFO over the several-day period had been deceived by "marsh gas".  However, it was 

the general understanding that Hynek had merely suggested this as a possible explanation for 1-or-

2 of the great many sightings in the Michigan complex.  But that the military head of Project Blue 

Book -- Maj. Hector Quintinella -- had insisted that this position be made. 
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Allegedly Hynek -- after 18 years as the Air Force consultant on UFOs -- even threatened to 

abandon the responsibility.  But he eventually resigned himself to the assertion of the improbable 

rather than assert himself in an improbable resignation.  [StealthSkater note: supposedly it was 

this college incident which turned Hynek from leaning toward the skeptic side to becoming a 

"believer".] 
 

 

77.  June 22, 1967: England  (pp. 201-202) 

8 experienced coast guardsmen were monitoring an enormous glistening cone for over an hour.  

The UFO was circumnavigated by a plane and sketched by Brian Jenkins: "I don't know what it 

was.  But it was unlike anything I had ever seen before.  And I have been watching this coast for 5 

years!" 

 

A Ministry of Defence spokesman was said to have conceded that "our experts are examining 

the sketches [of the Brixham Coast Guard Station UFO], but we don't know what it was that the 

coastguardsmen saw." 

 

32-y/o lookout Jenkins was situated on a cliff.  He had the supporting observations of Station 

Commander Harry Johnson and Charles Dunn, Tom Sowerbutts, and Max Cawse -- all mature 

men in the 40s and 50s.  And as if that were not a sufficiently persuasive contingent, District 

Officer Ralph Rowland, Area Inspector Arthur Shaw, and the Deputy Chief Inspector of Britain's 

Coast Guard -- Lt. Comdr. John Douglas -- were present on an inspection tour 

 

All saw the gleaming cone, it is said.  In Jenkin's words: 

 

At about 12:30, I saw a plane -- it must have been a jet because it gave off a vapor 

trail -- approaching the cone. 

 

The jet seemed to be an aircraft like the RAF Lightning.  And from the size of this 

compared with the cone, I estimated the cone's size to be about 150 feet wide by 200 

feet high. 

 

The jet circled the cone once and then flew off. 

 

Unfortunately, the plane's insignia could not be ascertained because of its altitude. 

 

Station Commander Johnson affirmed that "all of us looked at the cone through field glasses 

and saw the shape that Jenkins described.  We have all been in the Coast Guard service for a long 

time -- at least 3 years for each of us -- and I have been in for 22 years.  Not one of us had ever 

seen anything like that object before." 

 

"I can confirm that," said the second-highest-ranking officer in the Coast Guard, Lieutenant 

Commander Douglas.  "At first, we all thought it might be a balloon.  But after watching it 

carefully, we decided that it was out of the question.  But what it could have been, I don't know." 

 

The official log recorded the sighting. The townspeople of Brixham allegedly watched it by the 

hundreds.  The RAF controller at Plymouth -- Flight Lt. David Smith -- forwarded the report to the 

Ministry of Defence Headquarters in London, saying that he had no knowledge of a plane having 

been sent to investigate.  And he would have had one been so dispatched.  Nor had the airfield's 

radar revealed an Unidintified Flying Object. 
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Conclusion:  None. 

 

 

77.  July 18, 1967: England  (pp. 204-205) 

The village of Hedley-on-the-Hill was the source of a report which echoed -- in essence -- 

many others recorded.  While sitting on a slope watching foxes, Mr. Brian Ford observed 6 gray 

objects with orange centers hovering over a nearby rise.  Retracing his steps homeward, he soon 

returned with his wife and a friend to find that the UFOs still hung above the hill.  Then the 

unknowns broke formation and -- as is often asserted -- "played tag" before departing. 

 

 

78.  August 23, 1967: Canada  (pg. 209) 

Commanding a Viscount for Air Canada on a Halifax-to-Boston flight, Captain Charbonneau 

observed a series of flashing white lights.  Halifax radar confirmed the presence of objects at 

50,000 feet.  Despite their being located in an area of the sky subject to an 80-knot jet stream, the 

phenomena remained for more than 2 days. 

 

 

79.  September 7, 1967: Colorado  (pp. 206-207) 

A 3-year-old gelding named "Snippy" was not in his usual place that evening.  2 days later, 

Harry King -- broth of Mrs. Berle Lewis who had owned the horse -- discovered the carcass on the 

Colorado desert a few miles from its home.  "No flesh remained on the head, neck, and shoulders 

[wrote George Nobbe].  The hide was pulled back to expose the skull.  The vital organs were gone.  

No fluid remained in the brain cavity and spinal column.  And all the blood had been drained from 

the animal's body." 

 

Mr.&Mrs. Lewis and Mr. King reexamined the area on September 11 and found "what 

appeared to be 15 circular exhaust marks covering an area of about 100-by-50 yards.  At one spot 

near a chico brush that had been squashed to within 10 inches of the ground, they discovered 6 

identical holes -- each 2 inches wide and 4 inches deep." 

 

"I don't believe in flying saucers.  I believe the horse was killed by lightning…  I didn't go out 

to investigate," explained Alamosa County Sheriff Ben Phillips, adding that there had been flying 

saucer reports from the area in which Snippy had died for half-a-decade. 

 

September 16 found Mrs. Lewis at the mystery site once again.  On this occasion, she allegedly 

discovered a small fleshy blob with some horsehair on it, clinging to a shrub.  When she broke the 

skin, green ooze seeped over her fingers and burned her hand.  It required a number of washings 

and an hour before the irritation subsided. 

 

After the death of the horse became public, half the nearby residents recalled seeing UFOs 

during the preceding year.  Each had his-or-her own story to tell. 

 

On October 9 (1 month after Snippy was found), a pathologist from Denver performed what 

autopsy could be managed on the carcass and ascertained that the animal had not been struck by 

lightning and was lacking all the natural fluids of the body.  Later, veterinarian Dr. Robert O. 

Adams of Colorado State University said Snippy had succumbed to a disease and had his throat slit 

by a strong-stomached Samaritan. 

 



 43 

Those who don't think much of the flying saucer saga nodded knowingly, while others 

dismissed the unimaginative diagnosis and went on believing. 

 

 

80.  January 31, 1968: Umea, Sweden  (pg. 211) 

3 pilots and a control tower recounted seeing a ball of emerald light on the night of January 31.  

And another airline employee reported an object descending from about a thousand-yard altitude at 

less than 200 mph.  It pulsed, changed from green-to-red-to-violet, and then seemed "to explode 

near the ground". 
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Outline History of The United States Air Force 

and Unidentified Flying Objects     (pp.242-243) 

 

 Agency responsible for 

UFO projects 

UFO Project Name UFO Project 

Chief Officer 

UFO Project 

Spokesman 

1947     

1948  Project Sign: 02/11/-

12/16/48 

  

1949 Technical Intelligence 

Division, Air Materiel 

Command: 1947-1951 

Project Grudge: 

12/16/48-12/27/49 

Capt. Robert R. 

Sneider: 11/1948-

03/1951 

 

1950  Project Twinkle: 

08/1949-12/27/51 

  

1951  New Project Grudge: 

10/27/51-03/1952 

Lt. Jerry 

Cummings: 03-

09/1951 

 

1952  Aerial Phenomena 

Group: 

Summer/1952 

Capt. Edward J. 

Ruppelt: 09/16/51-

09/1953 

 

1953    Al Chop: 04/1952-

03/1953 

1954   Lt. Robert M. 

Olsson: 09/1953-

03/1954 

 

1955 Air Technical Intelligence 

Center (ATIC): 1951-1959 

 Capt. Charles A. 

Hardin: 03/1954-

04/1956 

 

1956    various officers 

including Capt. 

Robert White (c. 

1955) and Maj. 

R.F. Spence 

(c.1957) 

1957   Capt. George T. 

Gregory: 04/1956-

10/1958 

 

1958     

1959    Lt. Col. Lawrence 

J. Tacker: 1958-

03/1961 

1960 Aerospace Technical 

Intelligence Center: 1959-

07/01/61 

Project Blue Book: 

Summer/1952-

12/17/69 

Maj. Robert J. 

Friend: 10/1958-

08/1963 

 

1961    Maj. William T. 

Coleman: 

05/1961-01/1962 

1962    Maj. Carl R. Hart: 

02/1962-

Summer/1963 
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1963     

1964     

1965 Foreign Technology 

Division: 07/01/61-

12/17/69 

   

1966   Lt. Col. Hector 

Quintinella: 

08/1963-12/1969 

Maj. Maston 

Jacks: 

Summer/1963-

12/1969 

1967     

1968     

1969     

 

 

 

Major United States Air Force Panels, Regulations, 

Reports, and Releases  (pp. 244-247) 

 

September 23, 1947: Lt. Gen. N.F. Twining letter to brig. Gen. George Schulgen recommending the 

establishment of a security classified Air Force group to investigate Unidentified 

Flying Objects. 

 

December 30, 1947: Maj. Gen. L.C. Cragie letter to commanding general at Wright-Patterson AFB 

directing that a "restricted" classification, 2-A priority group code-named 'Project 

Sign' be established under the Air Materiel Command. 

 

December 13, 1948: Dr. James E. Lipp (Rand Corporation) letter to Brig. Gen. Donald Putt 

speculating on the possibility of extraterrestrial visitations. 

 

February, 1949: George E. Valley (MIT)/ USAF Scientific Advisory Board evaluation of 'Project 

Sign' data, Report No. F-TR-2274-IA, Appendix C recommending continuation 

and implementation of investigation of Unidentified Flying Objects. 

 

August, 1949: The 'Project Grudge' Report No. 102 AC 49/15-100, classified "Secret", 

recommending that the operation be "reduced in scope". 

 

December 27, 1949: U.S. Air Force Press Release No. 629-49 disestablishing 'Project Grudge'. 

 

December 27, 1951: Final report of 'Project Twinkle' (established to photograph Unidentified Flying 

Objects) revealing the program to have had little success. 

 

April 3, 1952: Air Force press release announcing that investigation and analysis of 

Unidentified Flying Objects had not been discontinued. 

 

April 29, 1952: Air Force Regulation No. 200-5 directing official attitude toward Unidentified 

Flying Objects and proper processing of reports of same. 

 

May 8, 1952: Secretary for Air Thomas K. Finletter's press statement saying that the Air Force 

would continue studying Unidentified Flying Objects. 
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July 29, 1952: Maj. Gen. John Samford's press statements attempting to explain the Air Force 

interpretation of Unidentified Flying Objects in general and the Washington, DC 

"flap" of July, 1952 in particular. 

 

August 1, 1952: The 'Project Grudge' Report no. 102 AC 49/15-100 declassified. 

 

January 14-18, 1953: The meeting of the Scientific Advisory Panel on Unidentified Flying Objects 

(also known as the "Robertson Panel" after the chairman H.P. Robertson) which, 

in effect, recommended the pacifying of the American people with regard to the 

excitement caused by Unidentified Flying Objects. 

 

August 26, 1953: Air Force No. 200-2 -- an updated policy statement on the official attitude 

toward Unidentified Flying Objects and the proper processing of reports of same. 

 

November 2, 1953: Air Force Regulation No. 200-2A.  Amended version of Air Force Regulation 

No. 200-2.  Several other minor changes were introduced to the basic regulation 

at subsequent times until it was superceded by Air Force Regulation No. 80-17. 

 

May 5, 1955: 'Project Blue Book' Special Report No. 14 (Project No. 10073) released to the 

Press. 

 

September 28, 1965: Maj. Gen. E.B. LeBailly's letter to the military directory of the Scientific 

Advisory Board recommending a scientific panel be established to evaluate the 

situation and suggest further policy. 

 

February 3, 1966: Chaired by Dr. Brian O'Brien, the U.S. Air Force Scientific Advisory Board Ad 

Hoc Committee to Review 'Project Blue Book' met. 

 

March, 1966: The U.S. Air Force Scientific Advisory Board Ad Hoc Committee to Review 

'Project Blue Book' submitted a report recommending a broad, in-depth study be 

accorded the subject of Unidentified Flying Objects. 

 

August 31, 1966: Col. Ivan C. Atkinson -- deputy director of the Air Force Office of Scientific 

Research -- approached the University of Colorado (after several other 

universities had declined the offer) to conduct an investigation of Unidentified 

Flying Objects under the auspices -- and with the financial support -- of the U.S. 

Air Force. 

 

September 19, 1966: Air Force Regulation No. 80-17 -- general similar in intent to its predecessor -- 

superseded Air Force Regulation no. 200-2 and its various amendments. 

 

October 7, 1966: Public announcement of the establishment of the Scientific Study of Unidentified 

Flying Objects. 

 

November 1, 1966: Air Force Regulation No. 80-17A.  Amending above. 

 

October 26, 1967: Air Force Regulation No. 80-17(C1).  Amending above. 

 

January 31, 1968: Proposed date for concluding the program of the Scientific Study of Unidentified 

Flying Objects. 
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September 30, 1968: Air Force Regulation No. 80-17(C2).  Amending above. 

 

October 31, 1968: The final report of the Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects was 

submitted. 

 

January 8, 1969: The final report of the Scientific Study of Unidentified Flying Objects released to 

public. 

 

December 17, 1969: The United States Air Force news release No. 1077-69 announced the 

termination of 'Project Blue Book' and the retirement of its records to the USAF 

Archives, Maxwell AFB, Alabama, thus concluding all official investigation, 

evaluation, and recognition of phenomena previously classified as "Unidentified 

Flying Objects". 

 

 

 

[StealthSkater note:  More reports/investigations of early and modern-day UFOs appear in: 

WorldReports_1 =>  doc   pdf   URL-doc   URL-pdf    

Quotes_1 => doc   pdf   URL-doc   URL-pdf   

UFO_Gallery => doc   pdf   URL   

Scully_01 => doc   pdf   URL-doc   URL-pdf   

Keyhoe_02 =>  doc   pdf   URL-doc   URL-pdf   

Flammonde_01 =>  doc   pdf   URL-doc   URL-pdf   

Sightings_01 =>  doc   pdf   URL-doc   URL-pdf   

as well as at   UFO…  =>  doc   pdf   URL        in general . ] 
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