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the Pied Pipers of the CIA 
by Phillip Coppens  (http://www.philipcoppens.com , info@philipcoppens.com ) 

 

The UFO contactee movement was led by people that worked hand-in-hand with the CIA; the 

abductee scenario was created by CIA personnel.  It reveals an intriguing alternative universe of the 

contactee and abductee phenomenon.  

 

A major development in the UFO phenomenon was the emergence in the early 1950s of 

“contactees” -- i.e., people who claimed to have had direct, personal encounters with aliens.  Whereas 

enigmatic objects in the sky could mean anything, the birth of the contactee era provided eyewitness 

testimony that these crafts were extraterrestrial. 

 

Furthermore, the contactees claimed that they had been chosen to deliver messages to the World 

warning of the dangers of atomic weapons and impending disasters awaiting the human race if it did not 

mend its ways.  The aliens, it seemed, were on an interstellar peace mission, sent by some intergalactic 

equivalent of the United Nations (the UP -- "United Planets", perhaps?). 

 

The contactees' tales of rides in flying saucers and visits to other planets are now universally 

dismissed as hoaxes.  However, despite their sheer silliness, the stories did have a profound cultural 

impact at the time, and the contactees themselves attracted many thousands of followers in what was the 

first appearance of the quasi-religious aspect of the UFO phenomenon.  The contactees were the 

precursors of the UFO cults that continue to flourish as part of the New Age movement. 

 

Although many such gurus emerged during the 1950s, the first and 

most famous of the contactees to make a public impact were George 

Adamski and Howard Menger.  Adamski in particular -- until his death 

in 1965 -- sold great quantities of books including the bestselling Flying 

Saucers Have Landed (1953), co-written with Desmond Leslie, 

describing his adventures with the “Space Brothers”.  He travelled the 

world giving well-attended lectures, impressing many people including 

leading members of European royal houses. 

 

Menger has largely been identified as someone who saw Adamski’s success and 

wanted a part of the money and fame that befell Adamski.  Menger did not state that 

the aliens gave him a religious message (though they did give him a diet for weight-

loss!), which means his impact, following and fame have not been as lasting as 

Adamski. 
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Today, Adamski is seen as a con-man.  And Menger as a man who copied a con-man and whom 

during one television interview admitted as much.  Yet once again, the situation is not as simple as it 

seems because solid evidence exists that at least these 2 individuals were acting as part of an 

intelligence-backed operation. 

 

Apart from admitting he jumped on Adamski’s bandwagon in the 1960s, Menger also admitted that 

he had worked for the CIA and that his story was part of an experiment to test public reactions to the 

idea of extraterrestrial contact.  In short, Menger’s story was a CIA experiment to see how easily and 

whom specifically could be fooled into believing anything. 

 

More significantly, it is now known that Adamski was the same.  He was not only encouraged in his 

work -- but also actively supported and assisted -- by the CIA.  This became known, though not widely 

reported when scientists attempting to investigate Adamski's claims (in an effort to discredit him and 

stop him in his tracks) were warned off by CIA Director Allen Dulles in person. 

 

And research has shown that during tours of Europe and Australia to promote his “message”, 

Adamski traveled on a passport furnished by the CIA.  During a 1953 speech, Adamski even calmed an 

anxious crowd by assuring the audience that the CIA and the FBI had cleared his statements!  

Interestingly, long before this information became public, Leon Davidson had already stated that 

Adamski was controlled by the CIA. 

 

There is evidence that other early contactees and the groups that gathered around them were being 

controlled and manipulated by outside agencies.  For example, one such group in Michigan formed 

around a woman (Marian Keech) who claimed that she was in telepathic contact with aliens from the 

planet Clarion.  A team of psychologists and sociologists infiltrated the movement after Keech 

proclaimed that the aliens informed here than in 3 months’ time, the World would be destroyed by a 

great flood.  The aliens from Clarion would come to rescue her and those close to her. 

 

The group that formed around her quit their jobs; gave away their money, houses and possessions; 

and withdrew from their friends.  A few even left their spouses.  It was then that the movement was 

infiltrated for they wanted to study the group dynamics including what would happen “when prophecies 

failed” -- which as we know did. 

 

Remarkably -- though the flood did not happen -- Keech received an alien message that said that 

there was no longer any need for the flying saucers to descend as the World had been spared because of 

the unflagging faith of this small group of believers.  The message went on to say that the little group -- 

sitting all night long -- had spread so much light that the God of the Earth had decided to save the World 

from destruction. 

 

What the group did next caused the social psychologists to become elated.  Within 24 hours, the true 

believers -- this group of quiet, reclusive, shy people that previously had shunned any type of publicity 

and had made no drive to gather more followers -- began calling newspapers and TV stations to talk 

about their prophecy and why it had failed.  They made speeches and stood on street corners handing out 

leaflets trying very hard to attract followers.  The psychologists noted that from exiled believers, a 

failed prophecy had made them into religious zealots. 
 

The idea that contactees such as Adamski should have been spreading their message with the 

blessing -- and backing -- of the CIA seems, at first, bizarre.  However, when we consider the very real 

benefits for psychological warfare purposes of setting up and monitoring such experiments into the 
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way that cult beliefs spread and the influence that they have over certain segments of the population, the 

motive becomes apparent. 

Still, the claims of the contactees adhered to a very specific format:  individuals who make 

extremely unlikely claims and whom we have to believe -- or not -- as telling the truth.  Since the 1950s, 

the contactee stories have largely been substituted with the “abductee” stories which are far more subtle. 

 

In short, rather than a person making a personal claim, it is now an “expert” who claims to have 

made a detailed study of someone and finds that this person is genuine and has indeed been abducted -- 

often against his own will and normally even without his knowledge -- by alien beings for unknown 

purposes.  Whereas Dulles had to personally intervene when people began to question the likes of 

Adamski, trying to get him to admit or prove his hoax in court, the introduction of the abductee scenario 

has annihilated this type of dissection and possible discreditation of the abductees, their stories, and the 

movement. 

 

The first case in which the major parts of the abductee pattern 

appeared took place in 1961.  This was the seminal “close encounter 

of the fourth kind” of Betty and Barney Hill, who claimed to have 

been abducted and taken aboard an alien spaceship during a lonely 

drive through New Hampshire in September of that year.  The Hill’s 

case involved the ingredients that would become the key identifiers of 

the abductee scenario:  missing time (the abductees cannot account 

for the period of the encounter); memory loss or erasure (the 

abductees remember nothing beyond the initial UFO sighting 

although memories of the experience are released later through 

hypnotic regression, implying an attempt by the aliens to block the 

memory); an intrusive medical examination focusing on the reproductive organs; and the large, slanting 

eyes of the alien captors. 

 

Whereas Adamski and Menger were used if not paid by the CIA for their claims, the Hills have 

always been above any such suspicion.  They were -- like most of the other abductees -- model U.S. 

citizens.  However, the circumstances surrounding the Hills' experience reveal a very sinister story. 

 

It is clear that the Hills were being monitored by USAF Intelligence before the encounter took place 

through Major James MacDonald, who had befriended them some time earlier.  Betty Hill wrote to 

Donald Keyhoe who -- despite the fact that he received over 100 letters a day -- homed in on this 

initially unremarkable case.  (At that stage, the Hills remembered only the UFO sighting -- not the 

abduction.) 

 

Within 24 hours, Keyhoe had arranged for the Hills to be visited by top-level scientists including 

C.D. Jackson, who had previously (definitely not coincidentally) worked on psychological warfare 

techniques for President Eisenhower.  Stretching coincidence far beyond breaking point, Jackson already 

knew Major MacDonald with whom he next interviewed the Hills. 

 

Most importantly, it was Jackson who drew the Hills' attention to their missing time period.  Until he 

did so, the couple had not realized that their memories of that fateful night were incomplete.  It was 

Jackson who suggested hypnotic regression as a means of unlocking it.  It was Jackson who then 

arranged for one of the Army's top psychiatric experts to undertake the regression (as if a civilian expert 

was not available?) under which the full story of the joint abduction “emerged”.  However -- as many 

researchers have since demonstrated -- a careful review of the timings actually shows that there was no 

"missing time" at all. 
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It seems that Betty and Barney Hill were at the centre of a web that involved USAF Intelligence and 

top military experts in psychological warfare.  The evidence suggests that the Hills were the subjects 

(victims) of a psychological experiment.  This may seem a tall claim, but the evidence that defense and 

intelligence agencies undertook such experiments -- in other contexts -- on unknowing and innocent 

subjects in the 1950s and 1960s is now overwhelming.  In particular, the exposure of the CIA's notorious 

MK-ULTRA project into various mind-control techniques caused a major scandal in the 1970s. 

 

It is a disturbing thought that the Hills may have been selected for the experiment because they were 

(unusually for that time) a mixed-race couple who were furthermore active in the civil rights 

movement. 

 

In short, they were ideal candidates to be “practiced upon” for they were part of a target group.  Only 

the Hills are able to state what impact their abduction story and subsequent UFO fame had on them.  

Specifically whether they were able to devote any or as rigorous time to their civil right activities or 

whether the claims made about them regarding these abductions caused their reputation as civil right 

activists any harm.  No doubt, trying to answer the latter question must have been part of the 

psychological experiment that was practiced upon this couple. 

 

Whatever the motive behind the Hill’s experience, the most significant aspect is that the pattern 

established by that event has -- since the late 1970s -- been seen more-and-more frequently.  If anything, 

the abductee scenario has become a major part of the manipulation of public belief concerning UFOs 

and extraterrestrials. Over a period of several decades, it mushroomed into the Linda Napolitano 

abduction story which can easily be seen as an attempt to see whether using stories of alien abductions 

could discredit the reputation of the UN Secretary General Javier Perez de Cuellar… or, alternatively, 

whether de Cuellar could use UFO abductions as a smokescreen to cover up extramarital activities? 

 

It is known that the CIA was involved with mind-control, psychological warfare, and the study of 

hypnosis in the 1960s.  Despite claims during Congressional hearings that the work had little success 

and had ceased, that claim itself was contradicted when it was learned that the Remote-Viewing 

experiment had gone on well into the 1990s. 

 

Furthermore, CIA employee Miles Copeland stated that the CIA was successful in minimizing the 

scope of the Congressional enquiry (they “got only the barest glimpse”).  And Victor Marchetti has 

separately claimed that the mind-control research continued post the Congressional hearings.  

Researchers like Martin Cannon have equally concluded that “the ‘UFO abduction’ phenomenon 

MIGHT be a continuation of clandestine mind-control operations.”  [StealthSkater note: more on 

remote-viewing is on the "PX#RV" page at => doc   pdf   URL  .  And essays by Martin Cannon are 

archived on the "PX#Cannon" page at => doc   pdf   URL  .] 

 

Noting what transpired with the Hills and Napolitano, we should note what George Estabrooks -- a 

seminal theorist on the use of hypnosis in warfare and a veteran of Project MK-ULTRA -- accomplished 

when during a party, he covertly hypnotised 2 friends who were then led to believe that the English 

Prime Minister had just arrived at the party.  Estabrooks' victims spent an hour conversing with -- and 

even serving drinks to -- the esteemed and imaginary visitor.  Cannon asks: “For ufologists, this incident 

raises an inescapable question: If the Mesmeric arts can successfully evoke a non-existent Prime 

Minister, why can't a representative from the Pleiades be similarly induced?” 

 

Cannon even goes as far as to suggest that the UFO abductee mythology might have been invented 

as a cover story for what to do with those people who had been used during mind-control experiments.  

For example, rather than have them remember their real torture, fill their mind with UFO abduction 

stories. 

../../Stealthskater/PX.doc#RV
../../Stealthskater_PDF/PX.pdf#RV
http://www.stealthskater.com/PX.htm#RV
../../Stealthskater/PX.doc#Cannon
../../Stealthskater_PDF/PX.pdf#Cannon
http://www.stealthskater.com/PX.htm#Cannon


 5 

 

At present, the Hill case definitely seems to be a psychological warfare experiment and not a cover 

story.  Though Cannon’s theory is possible, at present, there is no hard evidence for it.  But then a 

decade-long preparation that would involve Adamski, Menger, and the Hills would have laid the 

foundation to make sure that hard evidence would never be uncovered. 

 

If Cannon is right, it would give a totally different 

meaning to the so-called alien implants that go hand-in-hand 

with the abductee scenario, noting that in some cases the 

existence of such implants has been proven as genuine and 

have been surgically or otherwise removed from people’s 

bodies.  The central question is whether they are alien- or 

human-made.  And whatever the answer to that question is 

will also answer of what origin the contactee and abductee 

scenario is. 

 

 

About the author (http://www.philipcoppens.com/bio.html ): 

 

Philip Coppens is an author and investigative journalist, ranging from the world of politics to 

ancient history and mystery.  He is the editor-in-chief of the Dutch magazine Frontier and the online 

REAL NEWSpaper and a frequent contributor to Nexus magazine.  Since 1995, he has lectured 

extensively across the World.  He is the author of "The Stone Puzzle of Rosslyn Chapel", "The Canopus 

Revelation", "Land of the Gods", and "The New Pyramid Age". 

 

Philip Coppens (1971-) started his career as an investigative journalist with specialist subject the 

world of politics and intelligence agencies.  As a result, material uncovered on the life of President 

John F. Kennedy’s alleged assassin -- Lee Harvey Oswald -- was used by a U.S. government enquiry 

in 1994. 

 

In 1995, he established Frontier magazine (formerly Frontier 2000) together with Herman Hegge (a 

newsstand magazine in the Netherlands and Belgium), creating a series of scoops such as confirmation 

of the existence of pyramids in China.  These and other often groundbreaking articles have resulted in 

a series of articles appearing in various magazines (Fortean Times, Nexus, Hera, Mysterien, New Dawn, 

etc.) across the World as well as appearances on radio and television (Belgium's Kanaal 2, Voyager 

(RaiDue - Italy), Swiss International Radio, Dreamland Radio, The X-Zone (Talkstar Radio), Eye on the 

Future, etc.).  Since 1995, Frontier Sciences Foundation has grown to incorporate -- amongst others -- 

Frontier Bookshop and Frontier Publishing. 

 

In 1999, he was the principal researcher for Lynn Picknett and Clive Prince’s The Stargate 

Conspiracy which investigated current politician’s apparent obsession with ancient Egypt.  He is the 

author of The Stone Puzzle of Rosslyn Chapel (2002) on the enigmatic Scottish chapel and its 

relationship with freemasonry and the Knights Templar; The Canopus Revelation (2004) on the lore of 

the star Canopus in ancient cultures; Land of the Gods (2007) on the prehistory of Southern Scotland 

and the myth of King Arthur; and The New Pyramid Age (2007) detailing the most recent discoveries 

that have changed our understanding of pyramids. 

 

He has edited Saunière’s Model and the Secret of Rennes-le-Château (2001) by André Douzet, 

detailing the existence of a scale model of a landscape that might unveil the true secret of the enigmatic 

priest.  Together, they have written The Secret Vault (2006) on the existence of an underground 

complex in Notre-Dame-de-Marceille, first discovered by Jos Bertaulet, a friend of Philip until Jos’ 
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death in 1995.  He is president of the English branch of the Société Perillos and vice-president of the 

French Société Perillos. 

 

In 2007, he started The Conspiracy Times -- home of the weekly "REAL NEWSpaper" of which he 

is editor-in-chief.  The year also saw the start of Radio Rennessence -- an Internet-based radio and news 

station on the mystery of Rennes-le-Château -- available in both English and French -- where he is one 

of 3 hosts interviewing the likes of Patrice Chaplin, Steve Berry, Jean-Luc Chaumeil, and Kate Mosse. 

 

He is the author of 3 Dutch-language books.  One was published in 1994 on the megalithic 

civilisation of Western Europe -- a synopsis of which was worked into a German 1996 publication (Sind 

wir allein? – Ulrich Dopatka, editor).  In 2004, he wrote De Da Vinci Code Ontcijferd -- a high-level 

introduction to the mysteries incorporated in Dan Brown's The Da Vinci Code.  2005 saw the 

publication of De Stenen Puzzel van Rosslyn Chapel --the Dutch edition of the Rosslyn book which 

also has an Italian edition (2005). 

 

He lives in North Berwick. 

website: http://www.philipcoppens.com  Contact info: info@philipcoppens.com 
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