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The Mother of all Crashes:  the Roswell Incident 
by Phillip Coppens  (http://www.philipcoppens.com , info@philipcoppens.com ) 

 

Was the so-called Roswell Incident of 1947 the crash of an extraterrestrial spacecraft?  Or was it 

instead an act of government disinformation? 

 

On 8 July 1947 -- just 14 days after Kenneth Arnold’s 

“first reported sighting” of a “flying saucer” -- Jesse 

Marcel of the press office of Roswell Army Air Force 

Base (AAFB) in New Mexico announced that a “flying 

disc” had crashed on a ranch not far from the base and that 

the wreckage had been recovered.  Roswell AAFB was at 

that time the home of the world’s only atomic air squadron 

-- the aircraft that bombed Hiroshima and Nagasaki two 

years earlier had set out from there -- and was, 

consequently, the most high-security military installation 

in America if not the World. 

 

The “crashed disc” story was retracted within hours 

with the explanation that 

the crashed object was 

simply a “weather balloon” 

and that the original 

announcement had been a 

mistake.  The story was 

revived in 1978 when UFO 

researcher Stanton Friedman was introduced to a man who was a friend 

of Jesse Marcel.  Friedman shared this information with William Moore 

who joined forces with Charles Berlitz, the then “red hot” author of the 

Bermuda Triangle.  The fame of the Roswell Incident -- in which an 

apparent extraterrestrial spacecraft had crashed with the event 

subsequently officially denied and covered up by the U.S. Government -- 

had just been born. 

 

Since then, the Roswell Incident has become one of the major pillars of the "Contact" scenario and 

has grown to include elaborate tales of recovered bodies and even -- in some accounts -- a live alien.  

None of these elements were part of the 1947 story which spoke only of wreckage.  All later additions to 

the original account can be shown to originate from the late 1970s onwards (some 30 years after the 

incident).  It is thus not exactly -- as some pretend -- a "smoking gun". 
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Roswell is now considered to be the grandmother of all “crash retrieval” stories -- an alien spacecraft 

crashed in the New Mexico desert, after which a massive operation sprang into action to recover the 

wreckage and conceal the truth from the public with the weather balloon story being hastily concocted 

as a smokescreen.  For skeptics, either the object really was a weather balloon and the ‘flying disc’ press 

release the result of a moment of madness by Roswell AAFB’s press office.  Or the story served to cover 

the crash of some other, more highly classified military device.  Speculation on the latter has ranged 

from secret balloon experiments (e.g., "Project Mogul") to tests involving human beings subjected to 

high altitude going awfully wrong. 

 

Apart from the fact that there is no evidence for an alien spacecraft 

crashing near Roswell (though something did crash) or for the security 

operation to seal off the area and suppress the story, the believers’ case 

collapses on one simple question.  If such a mammoth security operation 

swung into action, why did the Roswell AAFB itself issue an officially 

approved press release saying that a flying disc had been captured? 

 

It is a major problem, which may seem novel to hear.  It most likely is -- as most UFO believers 

desperately try to avoid it -- knowing full well that any discussion will dig the hole for the UFO believer 

ever deeper.  On the other hand, the skeptics’ case that either the personnel at Roswell AAFB couldn’t 

tell the difference between a "flying disc" and a "weather balloon" -- or that the story was devised to 

cover up some other classified project -- does not stand up either. 

 

Roswell AAFB -- as befits one of the most sensitive military installations on Earth -- was adept at 

covering up classified incidents and accidents.  It had to as the entire World (specifically the Soviets) 

tried to gain access and any type of information about the installation.  Furthermore less than a month 

before, a bomber (possibly loaded with atomic bombs) had crashed in the area.  And this had been 

effectively hushed up for some time. 

 

What was the original press release about?  First, the original press release originated from within 

the intelligence unit of the air base.  Secondly, inconsistencies in the timing of events reveal that the 

weather balloon explanation had already been put together before the flying disc press release was 

issued.  It appears that the U.S. Army Air Force was acting in accordance with a pre-planned schedule. 

To announce the capture of a flying disc to the national and international news wire services … and then 

immediately follow it up with a contradictory, conventional explanation. 

 

Why? The only rational motive for this would be to test public reaction.  Perhaps as an experiment to 

determine how such rumors could be started and stopped.  Such cover stories would be needed as the 

recent bomber crash had shown. 

 

In short, the press release seemed like an “error”, quickly rectified, without any great loss of face 

whatever Jesse Marcel and others would allege decades after the event.  Was it meant to look like a 

cover-up?  Was it meant to ignite a flurry of activity -- specifically by foreign intelligence agencies who 

would begin to delve into whether it was indeed just an error or instead a cover-up? 

 

Foreign intelligence agencies should react in such manner.  It would mean that would signal their 

agents to try to penetrate into the most best protected base in existence or use their Roswell already-

infiltrated agents to search for specific information on the flying disc story.  Hence, anyone who would 

ask or started to dig for this carrot would subsequently be picked up by counter-intelligence officers as a 

possible Soviet (or other nation’s) spy. 
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One source has stated that the Soviets thought just that.  “Soviet intelligence bosses got the report 

from their agents at the American bases.  And they were more than skeptical.  They figured the stories 

were 'plants' -- false information to flush out the Soviet spies the Americans suspected had infiltrated 

their most secret bases.  If the Soviet government reacted to the disinformation, the American 

counterintelligence agents would be able to determine the path of the story and isolate the spies.” 

 

It is important to recognize that in 1947 and for several years afterwards, the prevailing view of 

UFOs was not that they were extraterrestrial spacecraft.  The public (if they believed in flying saucers at 

all) generally thought that they were either a new Russian secret weapon or experimental American 

aircraft.  Kenneth Arnold himself preferred the latter explanation.  The extraterrestrial theory -- if it was 

discussed at all -- featured low on the list of possibilities and remained a minority view for the next few 

years. 

 

For more than 30 years, no-one seemed interested in Roswell.  When in 1967 the Condon Committee 

asked UFO groups to supply them with what they considered the best cases, none put the Roswell 

Incident forward.  By the 1970s, when Roswell was resurrected -- specifically by a self-confessed 

government disinformant (William Moore) who more than Friedman created the story -- the 

extraterrestrial setting had been firmly established.  Roswell was recast to become the first pillar that 

supported the case that UFOs were ET and that the U.S. Government was keeping some "on ice" (if not 

alive), hidden somewhere in a secret base. 

 

What Moore added to the original Roswell story was the claim that several bodies had been 

recovered from the crash site (something that had never been mentioned previously).  These claims 

emanated from a number of alleged eye-witnesses at the crash site or at Roswell AAFB.  Every one of 

these witnesses has been discredited by the many skeptics that have tried to topple the first pillar of 

UFOlogy. 

 

The first claims of alien bodies originated with Walter Haut (the press officer who wrote the original 

"flying disc" press release in 1947) and Bob Shirkey, another prominent figure in the events of 1947.  

Thus, 3 key players in the original Roswell story were the originators of the new, improved story that 

emerged in 1978 and took shape in the early 1980s. 

 

The circumstances of the 1947 press release suggest that it was a deliberate exercise to test public 

reaction; an exercise in which Marcel, Haut, and Shirkey must have been knowing participants.  It is 

therefore significant that the same trio were behind the reinvention of the story 30 years later. 

 

Furthermore in the past decade, the UFO community has never asked with any determination 

whether Moore could have been “following suggestions” to concoct the Roswell story together with 

another former intelligence operative, Charles Berlitz.  UFOlogists do not like to ask that question as it 

would undermine the First Pillar of UFOlogy.  When Moore informed them that he had spread 

disinformation and had driven one researcher (Paul Bennewitz) to insanity, no-one seemed to ask 

whether that was the total extent of his crime or whether it was just one in a series 

of “UFO lies” that Moore had spread about. 

 

The two authors that continued in Moore’s footsteps and promoted the event as 

a UFO crash -- Kevin D. Randle and Colonel Philip J. Corso -- were also both 

formerly military intelligence officers.  Randle served in AFOSI in the mid 1970s 

(the same organzsation that held Moore’s strings) and Corso (who died in 1997) 

was a high-ranking officer in U.S. Army intelligence.  In the early 1960s, Corso 

participated in misinformation operations with C.D. Jackson -- the psychological 

warfare expert who was involved in the infamous Betty and Barney Hill abduction. 
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In all of these cases, these people have been interpreted as either “whistleblowers” or “good souls”.  

As all of them have promoted the extra-terrestrial origin of the UFO phenomenon, we should ask 

whether they were indeed writing “on orders”.  Why is it that the U.S. intelligence is more than chatty 

about Roswell which supposedly is one of their best kept secrets?  Though it is claimed that dozens of 

people were pressured throughout the many decades so that the lid remained closed on the case, the 

American intelligence community seems to be unable to keep the mouth of their own members shut! 

    
 

In 2005, Nick Redfern published Body Snatchers in the Desert in which he argues that the Roswell 

Incident and its handling was indeed disinformation but nevertheless designed as a smokescreen to hide 

the truth about a disastrous event.  He claims that the events in Roswell involved Japanese POWs 

mistreated in experiments from WWII, transferred to the U.S., and used there in experiments to study 

effect of radiation and high altitude exposure whereby at least one experiment went wrong, resulting in 

the “Roswell Incident”. 

 

He argues that the authorities thought that the situation was contained until the officers in charge of 

this experiment realized they were sadly mistaken when they saw Marcel’s press release and then had to 

make sure a retraction was quickly published.  As already discussed, this is not supported by the 

evidence which suggests that both statements -- "flying saucer" and "weather balloon" -- were written at 

the same time. 

 

The manipulators -- as expected of experts in the game of espionage misinformation and counter-

intelligence -- know that once started, a rumor will take on a life of its own and will be developed by 

others with only a minimal amount of direction. 

 

For example, the story of the Roswell crash has been bolstered by 

“witnesses” who have been proved to have concocted their stories in order 

to make money.  The town of Roswell itself -- in a poor region with 

incomes well below the national average -- has capitalized on the story 

with tourist dollars derived entirely from its fame as the “UFO crash site” 

now its main income.  It even hosts a UFO museum -- which is remarkable 

for a phenomenon in which all pieces of good evidence are notorious for 

completely disappearing. 

 

To keep the fire lit, in 1997 the director of the UFO museum claimed he was contacted by a man 

who claimed to have pieces of wreckage from the crash that had been given to him by his recently-

deceased father.  A meeting was arranged in which the fragments were to be handed over.  However, 

when the museum director arrived, he found a CIA agent waiting who told him that the telephone call 

had been monitored and that the wreckage had been confiscated and the informant arrested and taken to 

a secret location. 
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This story has been taken as further "proof" of the U.S. Government’s ongoing operation to conceal 

the reality of the Roswell crash. However, common sense raises certain questions that cast doubt on this 

interpretation.  For example, why -- if the informant had been apprehended and evidence suppressed -- 

did the CIA bother to keep the rendezvous at all?  If the CIA had not shown up, the director would have 

believed that it had just been another crank call and he had been stood up.  Of course, we are now 

assuming the director of the UFO museum did not invent the story himself…  It is either that or the fact 

that the CIA are clearly involved in a campaign of disinformation…  There is no third alternative. 

 

The Roswell myth was given a booster injection in the early 1990s if only because of the 50
th

 

anniversary of the crash that would occur in 1997.  One major boost occurred when a U.S. politician --  

Steve Schiff -- started his research into Roswell in 1993.  His queries were given the run-around by the 

government agencies instructed to answer his questions.  As a consequence, he asked the General 

Accounting Office (GOA) to perform an investigation into the case which resulted in a report. 

 

It did not bring any aliens on ice to light, but did reveal that permanent documents from the base had 

gone missing over a period of time.  [StealthSkater note: I read where it was from 1945-1949.  

Strange that no other years' were missing prior or after this period.  I wonder if it could not be 

concerned with some ultra-classified side effect of atomic weapons, noting history's relationship 

between UFO sighting and nuclear weapons' tests.  And the jury is still out on Dr. Wilhelm 

Reich's contention that "UFOs" were a mysterious manifestation of what he termed "orgone 

energy".  Supposedly for promoting an "orgone accumulator" to battle cancer, the U.S. FDA 

ordered that all of his books burned.  Maybe there was an ulterior motive???  Something that 

equated "orgone" to Tesla's "scalar waves" and is rumored to be a small but highly-classified 

part of the DOE's standard "Q" clearance (see the "PX#Reich" page at => doc   pdf   URL  ) ]  

Though intriguing, the period is vast and nothing suggests that it had any relationship with the July 1947 

crash (for which, even the UFO believers argue, there would be little to none documents available at 

Roswell -- the alleged saucer soon taken elsewhere). 

 

The behavior of the Government is intriguing from another perspective.  Why was Schiff given the 

run-around?  Why did they not merely park his request somewhere in a manner that would satisfy him?  

Instead, it seems that the contacted sections of the Government consciously opted to give him the run-

around -- almost inviting him to take the issue further.  Which he dutifully did…  [StealthSkater note: 

… and Schiff died of cancer (supposedly unexpected) -- the same that is alleged to have occurred 

to others who poke into the UFO (or nuclear) business.] 

 

The GOA report was the first phase in a series of government reports that re-addressed the Roswell 

case.  In 1997(coincidentally?), "The Roswell Report: Case Closed" was the Air Force’s second report 

on the New Mexico events of 1947.  To quote Nick Redfern: “The report did little to dampen the 

notoriety surrounding the case, however.  Indeed, the question why the Air Force had concluded that 

there was a pressing need on its part to explain the reports of unusual bodies found in New Mexico -- 

when it could have summarily dismissed them as hoaxes or modern-day folklore -- arguably only 

heightened the interest in what did or did not occur.” 

 

It is a very good question and the only reasonable answer is that -- at the height of the Roswell 

controversy because of the 50
th

 anniversary -- the Air Force decided to throw oil on the fire, making sure 

everyone would be aware of the raging controversy.  Furthermore, they behaved in such a seemingly 

unprofessional manner that everyone was left assuming the Air Force was lying through their teeth and 

seemed to be covering up. 

 

That the Air Force story was meant to sound incredible was clear.  The report suggested that the 

sightings of alien bodies at Roswell was most likely the result of separate incidents -- one dated to June 
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26, 1956 and the other on May 21, 1959.  The Air Force somehow felt it logical that eyewitnesses would 

mix two stories -- one that occurred in 1947 (the crash) and the other (alien beings) that occurred 9 and 

12 years after the first event? 

 

Such incredible conclusion -- which is as usual reviewed by a panel before being officially released -

- only shows that the Air Force knew full well that they were going to publish a “final report” that was 

ludicrous.  Nevertheless, they published it.  The conclusion obviously provoked controversy which 

started at the time of the press conference accompanying the publication of the report.  This, I suggest, 

was the purpose of the Air Force. 

 

Only UFO believers seem to believe that the U.S. Government is incapable of conducting a 

successful cover-up or park an issue.  Roswell -- supposedly the biggest secret the Government tries to 

hide from us -- is remarkably well-known by most Americans… and even made it into major movies 

such as "Independence Day" and television series such as "The X-Files" and even… "Roswell"!  There 

was no need -- no need at all -- for the 1997 report.  There was no public outcry for such a report.  Yet a 

report was produced.  Why?  Again, UFO believers do not ask that question. 

 

If the Roswell crash was indeed an act of disinformation (specifically from the late 1970s onwards 

(the 1947 scenario seems to suggest it was more to flush out Soviet spies), why? 

 

One possible scenario was penned down by Bernard Newman in his 1948 novel The Flying Saucer.  

Newman was a prolific author, turning out approx. 4-to-5 books per year.  Newman’s book is a tale of 

how a group of scientists -- taking on the mantle of World peacemakers -- stage a series of crashes of 

"Flying Saucers" with the aim of uniting the World’s leaders. 

 

Specifically, the story suggests that the UFO myth was military disinformation, designed to end the 

Cold War. The underlying concept is that if faced with an alien threat or alien revelation, the people of 

Earth would unite against a common enemy for the greater good.  UFOlogists have observed that this 

type of thinking seemed to be quite prevalent in statements made both by Ronald Reagan and Michael 

Gorbachev at the time of a series of peace talks that would end the Cold War.  Coincidence?  Or 

evidence that behind the scenes, disinformation was created in an effort to bring out “World Peace”?  

“We come in peace…”   

 

Newman’s inspiration was a speech by Sir Anthony Eden who in 1947 said: "It seems to be an 

unfortunate fact that the nations of the World were only really united when they were facing a common 

menace.  What we really needed was an attack from Mars."  Intriguingly, Newman’s book begins with 

an initial series of mysterious saucer crashes occurring first in England … then (indeed!) New Mexico 

… and thirdly Russia.  The crash sites are chosen carefully to involve all the 3 major powers of the post-

WWII world.  Then as their grand finale, the scientists decide to include an alien occupant in the next 

crash.  [StealthSkater note: I remember one of 1960s-era "Outer Limits" television series showed a 

government plan for getting the nations to disarm nuclear weapons.  A biological lab was altering 

a human to become an alien.  Then he would "crash land" somewhere near the U.N. and be taken 

before its leaders, upon which he would reveal that the reason for his mission was to keep the 

Earth from following the same nuclear path that lead to other planets' demise.  But in the story, he 

crash-landed far off-course and was pursued and killed by a farmer who thought he actually was 

an alien!] 
 

Equally intriguing is that Newman’s heroes find a way around the frustrating limitations of the new 

United Nations with -- in the background -- the emergence of the super-power blocs and the 

omniscience of the atomic scientists all playing their part. 
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Entering the world of speculation, could Newman’s fiction be fictionalized reality?  At the end of the 

Cold War, the many atomic scientists were displaced, scattered across the new superpowers.  Former 

Nazi engineers ended up working both in the U.S. and in Russia.  If anyone had a desire to reunite, it 

must have been these people.  Even during the Second World War, German scientists tried to stay in 

contact with Willy Ley, who had left Germany in the 1930s to work in America. 

 

Despite the War, these scientists felt a camaraderie in which the newly erected iron curtains were 

seen as a step in the wrong direction (most people did).  If anything, these atomic scientists had seen 

their inventions being used to end the Second World War but were now faced with the reality that their 

invention was holding the World at ransom and could soon if not late be used to wipe out the entire 

world.  “World Peace” would definitely have been one of their favorite subjects to achieve -- 

specifically as many of these scientists were civilians who had hoped that their discovery would be used 

for “good things”… including the exploration of space… 

 

… and contacting alien worlds… 

 

 

 

About the author (http://www.philipcoppens.com/bio.html ): 

 

Philip Coppens is an author and investigative journalist, ranging from the world of politics to 

ancient history and mystery.  He is the editor-in-chief of the Dutch magazine Frontier and the online 

REAL NEWSpaper and a frequent contributor to Nexus magazine.  Since 1995, he has lectured 

extensively across the World.  He is the author of "The Stone Puzzle of Rosslyn Chapel", "The Canopus 

Revelation", "Land of the Gods", and "The New Pyramid Age". 

 

Philip Coppens (1971-) started his career as an investigative journalist with specialist subject the 

world of politics and intelligence agencies.  As a result, material uncovered on the life of President 

John F. Kennedy’s alleged assassin -- Lee Harvey Oswald -- was used by a U.S. government enquiry 

in 1994. 

 

In 1995, he established Frontier magazine (formerly Frontier 2000) together with Herman Hegge (a 

newsstand magazine in the Netherlands and Belgium), creating a series of scoops such as confirmation 

of the existence of pyramids in China.  These and other often groundbreaking articles have resulted in 

a series of articles appearing in various magazines (Fortean Times, Nexus, Hera, Mysterien, New Dawn, 

etc.) across the World as well as appearances on radio and television (Belgium's Kanaal 2, Voyager 

(RaiDue - Italy), Swiss International Radio, Dreamland Radio, The X-Zone (Talkstar Radio), Eye on the 

Future, etc.).  Since 1995, Frontier Sciences Foundation has grown to incorporate -- amongst others -- 

Frontier Bookshop and Frontier Publishing. 

 

In 1999, he was the principal researcher for Lynn Picknett and Clive Prince’s The Stargate 

Conspiracy which investigated current politician’s apparent obsession with ancient Egypt.  He is the 

author of The Stone Puzzle of Rosslyn Chapel (2002) on the enigmatic Scottish chapel and its 

relationship with freemasonry and the Knights Templar; The Canopus Revelation (2004) on the lore of 

the star Canopus in ancient cultures; Land of the Gods (2007) on the prehistory of Southern Scotland 

and the myth of King Arthur; and The New Pyramid Age (2007) detailing the most recent discoveries 

that have changed our understanding of pyramids. 

 

He has edited Saunière’s Model and the Secret of Rennes-le-Château (2001) by André Douzet, 

detailing the existence of a scale model of a landscape that might unveil the true secret of the enigmatic 

priest.  Together, they have written The Secret Vault (2006) on the existence of an underground 
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complex in Notre-Dame-de-Marceille, first discovered by Jos Bertaulet, a friend of Philip until Jos’ 

death in 1995.  He is president of the English branch of the Société Perillos and vice-president of the 

French Société Perillos. 

 

In 2007, he started The Conspiracy Times -- home of the weekly "REAL NEWSpaper" of which he 

is editor-in-chief.  The year also saw the start of Radio Rennessence -- an Internet-based radio and news 

station on the mystery of Rennes-le-Château -- available in both English and French -- where he is one 

of 3 hosts interviewing the likes of Patrice Chaplin, Steve Berry, Jean-Luc Chaumeil, and Kate Mosse. 

 

He is the author of 3 Dutch-language books.  One was published in 1994 on the megalithic 

civilisation of Western Europe -- a synopsis of which was worked into a German 1996 publication (Sind 

wir allein? – Ulrich Dopatka, editor).  In 2004, he wrote De Da Vinci Code Ontcijferd -- a high-level 

introduction to the mysteries incorporated in Dan Brown's The Da Vinci Code.  2005 saw the 

publication of De Stenen Puzzel van Rosslyn Chapel --the Dutch edition of the Rosslyn book which 

also has an Italian edition (2005). 

 

He lives in North Berwick. 

website: http://www.philipcoppens.com  Contact info: info@philipcoppens.com 
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