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Note:  because important websites are frequently "here today but gone tomorrow", the following was 

archived from http://members.macconnect.com/users/q/quellish/dawn.spml on May 15, 2002.  

This is NOT an attempt to divert readers from the aforementioned website.  Indeed, the reader 

should only read this back-up copy if the updated original cannot be found at the original 

author's site. 

 

 

Standard Disclaimer                          © 1997 Dan Zinngrabe 

All of the information contained here is derived from open literature and private sources. 

Under no circumstances will the nature of those private sources (persons) be made available to 

anyone without that source's prior consent.  I will not discuss ongoing intelligence and special 

military operations if doing so will significantly endanger lives or alter the balance of power- 

unless those activities are of an extremely illegal nature.  No one is going to lose a job, pension, or 

LIFE because of a website no matter what MSNBC or CNN would like to think.  So you won't 

hear much about 'GRASSBLADE', 'ARTI', 'GHOST', etc.  

 

UFOs 

Unidentified Flying Objects: 
 

Fact vs. Faith 
 

Since the 1980s, the use of the term "Ufology" to describe the study of possible non-terrestrial 

intelligent entities has blossomed within the mass media.  The persons conducting "ufological" 

investigations call themselves "ufologists".  The term, of course, is derived from the acronym "UFO" 

which stands for Unidentified Flying Object.  Of course, most Ufologists have absolutely no interest in 

unidentified flying objects.  They are interested in "aliens". 

 

At some point in the last 50 years, the term UFO has come to mean something completely different 

than unidentified flying object.  Instead, a UFO is immediately assumed to be some sort of craft for the 

conveyance of intelligent beings from someplace other than present day Earth.  This lends itself to very 

unscientific studies of the objects in question -- not that most "ufologists" need help biasing their 

investigations. 

 

What is a "UFO"?  An aerial phenomena that has not yet been identified.  Period.  A UFO is not an 

alien spacecraft until it is identified as such by some form of empirical evidence.  For whatever reasons, 

UFOlogists have grouped together elements of the traditional UFO phenomena with those of 

government conspiracies, abduction, and even cattle mutilation.  When the layman thinks of UFOs now, 

they think of all of these things rather than simply an unidentified flying object.  Grouping all of these 

different phenomena into one area of study generates extremely biased data and conclusions based, once 

again, not on fact but faith --leading farther-and-farther from the truth. 
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Since the late 1980s, there has been much attention focused on UFO-related activities of the 

intelligence community.  This is largely the result of the widely held belief that the U.S. Government has 

successfully hidden contact with non-terrestrial species and thus the CIA et al must be "in the know".  

Public perception of the intelligence community has always been well off the mark.  But in this case, the 

UFOlogists took action and filed a multitude of complaints and Freedom of Information Act requests.  

Because of the cloak of secrecy the intelligence community works under, it is perceived as some form of 

omnipotent "they" much like the postulated "aliens" themselves.  Of course, almost anyone who has 

been in government service can show you otherwise.  The people of the CIA, NSA, DIA, DARO, 

NRO, BMDO, CMO, NIMA, NPIC, etc all put their pants on one leg -at-a-time.  They are no different 

than you or I. 

 

UFOlogists have cried conspiracy after their FOIA attempts uncovered scores of documents 

referring to UFOs but were not released by the NSA due to reasons of national security.  The 

UFOlogists, of course, assume that the data has something to do with a great romantic cover up, and 

chose to ignore the obvious mentions of "sources and methods".  NSA was not trying to keep the 

UFOlogists out of "the know".  In fact, it seems quite to the contrary.  If the data were so 

sensitive, it would not have shown up in a FOIA request at all. 
 

Instead of trying to protect the "cover up", NSA was trying to protect someone's life and the 

UFOlogists chose to ignore that.  Sources and methods means that the methods by which this data 

was acquired is much more sensitive than the information itself. 
 

If it were something gathered by, say, a spy satellite, it would be labeled as "national technical 

means" with codewords like "UMBRA" and "KENNAN".  In the case of the UFO FOIA from NSA, the 

source was probably a Soviet Citizen who had passed on information about his/her boss's interest in the 

phenomena for possible exploitation by CIA at a later date.  No cover-up.  Just somebody's life on the 

line. 

 

 

The "UFO" page is a continuing project and will be updated regularly. 
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