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Note:  because important websites are frequently "here today but gone tomorrow", the following was 

archived from http://members.macconnect.com/users/q/quellish/dawn.spml on May 15, 2002.  

This is NOT an attempt to divert readers from the aforementioned website.  Indeed, the reader 

should only read this back-up copy if the updated original cannot be found at the original 

author's site. 

 

 

Standard Disclaimer                          © 1997 Dan Zinngrabe 

All of the information contained here is derived from open literature and private sources.  

Under no circumstances will the nature of those private sources (persons) be made available to 

anyone without that source's prior consent.  I will not discuss ongoing intelligence and special 

military operations if doing so will significantly endanger lives or alter the balance of power- 

unless those activities are of an extremely illegal nature.  No one is going to lose a job, pension, or 

LIFE because of a website no matter what MSNBC or CNN would like to think.  So you won't 

hear much about 'GRASSBLADE', 'ARTI', 'GHOST', etc.  

 

Other "BLACK" Programs 
 

Senior Citizen 
 

"Senior Citizen" -- once thought to be associated with the Aurora aircraft -- is now know to have 

been an advanced tactical theater transport program run through the Air Force Advanced Systems Center 

at Wright-Patterson AFB.  Paul MacGinnis has done quite a bit of pioneering work researching Senior 

Citizen, and you can find his page devoted to it here.  Since he last updated that page, I have found 

information on the Northrop entry for what was apparently a competition for the Senior Citizen contract 

(Boeing was the other competitor and may have been awarded a DARPA ACTD contract).  Expect more 

info soon 

 
Northrop SENIOR CITIZEN V/STOL Special Operations Transport Design 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Have Flag 
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Air Force Missile Program Entering Production Air Force 1997 Budget Request line item 0208042F 

"Have Flag" (funding amounts classified).  It's interesting that this is listed as a tactical missile.  If it's 

classified, it makes it quite hard for anything but a classified aircraft to utilize it in wartime.  What is it?  

These are listed in order of likelihood: 

 

● Air Force program to arm Air-Launched Cruise Missiles with PROCYON Electromagnetic 

Pulse/High Powered Microwave warheads for non-lethal warfare applications. 

 

● Uranium ceramic low-observable bomb casings for conventional weapons.  This has been a 

"quiet" project on the Tonopah ranges for quite some time and began with standard Mk. 82 

bomb shapes, and has since advanced to "unconventional" casing designs including some 

with "helical" wings for gliding.  The materials technologies developed by DOE in 

association with this program have also been applied to re-entry vehicles and artillery shells 

in test programs. 

 

● Advanced precision standoff missile.  Perhaps an interim TSSAM replacement. 

 

● Sandia Labs developed hypersonic cruise missile 

 

● Air Force anti-satellite weapon.  Several times in the past year, other government agencies (such 

as the U.S. Army) have mentioned the USAF ASAT program while the Air Force denies that 

one exists.  This could easily be in violation of the ASAT Treaty signed with the former 

USSR. 

 

 

RB-2A 
 

Proposed recon variant of the B-2A Spirit bomber.  E-Systems was prime contractor on the recce 

systems and their integration.  New airframes would be constructed for this effort as major changes to 

the weapons bays were required.  A SIGINT variant was also proposed (EB-2A). 

 

 

ART 
 

One of the most unusual programs out there.  Apparently Lockheed has a contract to recover and 

"sanitize" crashed black aircraft with a team known as Aircraft Recovery Team.  A requirement for a 

group like this was established by the Air Force in 1986 as a result of the media attention surrounding an 

F-117A crash outside of Bakersfield, California.  Since then, the Aircraft Recovery Team has covered 

several known crashes including the two "TR-3" crashes in late 1994.  Expect a page devoted to this 

group soon. 

 

 

Enchantment 
 

U.S. Navy program to develop an unmanned surveillance aircraft with a 200' wingspan. 
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Unmanned Combat Air Vehicle concept 

from USAF Science Advisory Board UAV Study 

 

Tail-less Demonstrator Aircraft 
 

Originally a Lockheed funded effort to explore the promise of lowering radar cross-sections by using 

unconventional control techniques and thereby eliminating the vertical tails of an aircraft.  In 1992-1993, 

the Air Force became interested in this project and convinced DARPA to fund further development as an 

ACTD program and allow General Dynamics to participate.  At least one airframe has flown.  This is the 

"black world" counterpart to the NASA/McDD X-36 demonstrator. 

 

British Aerospace "HALO" 
 

BAe has been flying a small, unmanned low observable testbed from their "Skunk Works" operation 

at Warton for over a year.  A number of "UFO" sightings around Warton, and several Military Operating 

Areas have been obvious sightings of the HALO prototype.  HALO reportedly stands for "High Agility 

Low Observable", while a source close to this joint US-UK program has referred to it as "HAwk Low 

Observables".  The aircraft's shape has been widely published as an anonymous design study in a 

number of BAe advertisements in trade journals with a theme highlighting BAe innovations.  HALO 

closely resembles several recent Lockheed designs for combat UAVs (such as pictured above), and more 

than one private source has noted that HALO is a joint program. 

 

More info on UK stealth programs coming soon. 

 

 

"Artichoke" 
 

A delta-winged craft with a trailing edge comprised of many triangular "teeth" sighted during 1993 

and 1994 near the test ranges of the Southwestern U.S.  There is considerable evidence to suggest that 

this is a continuation of the F-117X program to develop a larger, more capable F-117 derived aircraft to 

replace the F-111 and possibly the F-15E until the Joint Strike Fighter becomes available.  This program 

was apparently relegated to ACTD status under DARPA and USN/USAF guidance and did not proceed 

to advanced development or production. 

 

 

Vindicator 
 

Unknown Lockheed program. 
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if on the Internet, Press  <BACK>  on your browser  to return to 

the previous page  (or go to www.stealthskater.com) 

else if accessing these files from the CD in a MS-Word session, simply <CLOSE> this 

file's window-session; the previous window-session should still remain 'active' 

 


