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Note:  because important websites are frequently "here today but gone tomorrow", the following was 

archived from http://members.macconnect.com/users/q/quellish/dawn.spml on May 15, 2002.  

This is NOT an attempt to divert readers from the aforementioned website.  Indeed, the reader 

should only read this back-up copy if the updated original cannot be found at the original 

author's site. 

 

 

Standard Disclaimer                          © 1997 Dan Zinngrabe 

All of the information contained here is derived from open literature and private sources.  

Under no circumstances will the nature of those private sources (persons) be made available to 

anyone without that source's prior consent. I will not discuss ongoing intelligence and special 

military operations if doing so will significantly endanger lives or alter the balance of power- 

unless those activities are of an extremely illegal nature.  No one is going to lose a job, pension, or 

LIFE because of a website no matter what MSNBC or CNN would like to think.  So you won't 

hear much about 'GRASSBLADE', 'ARTI', 'GHOST', etc.  

 

BASES 
 

US Air Force Flight Test Center Detachment 3, Groom Lake, Nevada 

"Area 51" 
 

Some Groom Lake History 

 

As the U-2 program progressed, Lockheed and the Central Intelligence Agency both realized that 

they could not test the aircraft and train pilots at Edwards AFB with adequate security.  In the early 

Spring of 1955, Lockheed chief test pilot Tony LeVier was given the task of finding a remote site to 

serve as a base for the U-2 program.  With a rented plane and a set of charts, he set out to find the most 

out-of-the-way place possible to fly the "Angel" from.  After several trips, he concluded that Groom 

Dry Lake in Nevada had the most favorable conditions for the program and -- as they say -- the rest of 

the U-2 program at Groom Lake is history. 

 

In the early 1960s as the U-2 emerged from the black, a new aircraft program moved into Groom.  

And with it came a major expansion on the facilities.  The first real runways and base buildings were 

erected and a huge fuel tank farm was installed.  This was necessary because the new tenant at Groom 

was one fuel -hungry beast (it was actually designed to *leak* fuel from every pore when not at cruise 

speed).  The A-12 Cygnus brought the first major military presence to Groom lake.  And since then, it 

has only grown. 

 

The early 1970s were a slow time at Groom Lake with only MiG testing and a few small aircraft 

programs operating at the base.  Around this time, the airfield at Pahute Mesa was put under the control 

of the Groom Lake tower, then using the call-sign YULETIDE which was derived from a base official's 
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birthday, according to several sources.  It is not known if the facilities at Pahute Mesa are still 

considered part of the Groom Lake complex. 

 

In the mid 1970s, there wasn't much going on at Groom Lake.  But as the decade's end grew near, 

more exotic aircraft began their flight testing on the restricted Nellis and NTS ranges.  Programs ranging 

from the "XST" to the "Senior Prom" cruise missile were being flown out of Groom.  As a result, 

someone decided to change the Groom tower's call-sign to "Dreamland control".  The exact reasoning 

behind the name is not clear, but it is accepted that it came from the poem of the same name by Edgar 

Allen Poe. 

 

Other Bases Associated with Classified Aircraft 

Edwards AFB, CA 

 

Air Force Flight Test Center 

 

Phillips Laboratory, Propulsion Directorate 

Vandenburg AFB, CA 

 

30 Space Wing 

 

381st Training Group 

 

576 Flight Test Squadron 

Beale AFB, CA Holloman AFB, NM 

NAS China Lake, CA Patrick AFB, FL 

Kirtland AFB, NM 

Air Force Operational Test and Evaluation 

Center (AFOTEC)  

 

Det 4, 505 CCEG  

 

JADS JTF  

 

Phillips Laboratory (PL) 

 

SMC/TM (Airborne Laser SPO)  

 

Test & Evaluation Directorate 

Eglin AFB, FL 

20th Space Surveillance Squadron 

 

46th Operations Group 

 

46th Test Wing 

 

53d Wing - UAV Battlelab 

 

AFDTC Protocol Office (CCP) 

 

Air Force Armament Museum 

 

Air Force SEEK EAGLE Office 

 

Detachment 2, AFOTEC 

 

Education and Training Flight 

 

JDAM Joint Program Office 

http://afftc.edwards.af.mil/
http://www.beale.af.mil/
http://www.holoman.af.mil/
http://www.nawxwpns.navy.mil/
http://www.kirtland.af.mil/
http://www.eglin.af.mil/
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Tonopah Test Range, NV 

 

@ DOE  (Sandia National Labs) 

 

99th Range Squadron 

White Sands Missile Range, NM 

 

WSMR Fact Sheet 

Kaui Test Range, HI Palmdale/AF Plant 42, CA 

 

Major Range Test Facilities 
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