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What is the "Montauk Project"? 
by Rick Andersen, Jan. 2000 

 

The Montauk Project -- also called the "Phoenix Project" during some of its phases -- was basically 

a mind-control-using-pulsed-radar program that -- according to Preston B. Nichols -- took place during 

the 1970's and early '80s at an abandoned Air Force radar base at the southeast tip of Long Island. 

 

Built during WWI, Camp Hero was used by the Army until the 1950s or '60s, after which it became 

an Air Force S.A.G.E. radar facility in the days before "over-the-horizon" radars came into being.  By 

the late 1960s or early '70s, the base at Montauk had been closed down officially, and in 1984 the 

property was donated to the state of New York as park land. 

 

But the story goes that there were certain "experiments" being conducted in secret from the 1970s 

until 1983 by a renegade group of scientists associated with Brookhaven National Labs in Camp Upton, 

Long Island.  They needed a secluded spot with some unused radar equipment on it where they could 

develop "unusual" technologies "off the books" as far as the government was concerned.  The Camp 

Hero radar base at Montauk Point was the perfect techno-hideaway, complete with underground and 

secret tunnels connecting to other sites on Long Island. 

 

Allegedly, the technology used was in some respects a continuation of the Philadelphia 

Experiment of 1943.  They subjected human subjects to a complex interacting mixture of pulsing radar 

energy and rotating magnetic fields.  This supposedly allowed them to alter moods; amplify and transmit 

"thought- forms"; materialize thoughts into physical things; alter the weather; and even travel through 

time!  

 

Please note:  none of this is proven -- nor is the Philadelphia Experiment, for that matter. 

 

No one knew of any "Montauk Project" before Nichols and friends came along.  The Philadelphia 

Experiment legend was essentially about the disastrous effects experienced by the crew of the USS 

Eldridge when an early attempt at radar invisibility ("cloaking") turned into a dematerialization and 

teleportation of ship and crew between Philadelphia harbor and Norfolk, Virginia in 1943.  41 years later 

in 1984, the Hollywood movie "The Philadelphia Experiment" (starring Michael Pare) was released.  

This movie introduced a new twist to the "PX" story:  The ship didn't just teleport -- it TIME-

TRAVELED 40 years into the future and "linked up" with a similar experiment going on in 1984. 

 

Seeing that movie, Alfred Bielek and Duncan Cameron were "shaken" and began to "remember" 

that THEY had been the 2 sailors who jumped over the side of the Eldridge while it was in 

"hyperspace".  In the movie, the 2 men time- traveled to 1984 and ended up in the Nevada desert. In 
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Bielek's version, they ended up at the Montauk Point radar station in 1983 where an aging John von 

Neumann (head of the projects of 1943 and now in 1983) was waiting for them. 

 

Preston Nichols -- an RF engineer who is a member of the U.S. Psychotronics Association 

(researchers/builders of esoteric electronic gadgets that affect psychic functioning) -- claims to have 

been brainwashed to forget that he was the chief RF engineer for the Montauk project.  He was leading a 

"double-life" by working at AIL (Airborne Instrument Labs) on Long Island during the day and ALSO 

being sent out to Montauk to work on the Project.  But he claims they "sent him back in time to just 

before he left AIL" so that he would not remember having put in a full day at Montauk... and so he could 

do both jobs in one day's time.  (He claims to have been chronically exhausted during this time period 

and never could understand why.)  

 

Nichols first suspected that something was weird about Montauk when he noticed that at about the 

same time each day, certain psychics with whom he was working (in his "psychotronics" hobby 

capacity, I presume) would find their psychic abilities "blocked" by what turned out to be a radar 

transmission from Montauk in the 425 MHz range,\ -- which he says is a "psychoactive" frequency 

range that can affect human brain functioning.  

 

At first, Nichols had no idea of his alter-ego connections with the Montauk radar base.  But later 

when someone began insisting that they "remembered" him having worked out at Montauk, Preston 

slowly began "remembering" that he did indeed lead a double life.  His main job involved revamping the 

obsolete S.A.G.E. radar transmitter for mind-amplifier/time-warping applications.  So Bielek and 

Cameron remembered having been a part of the Philadelphia Experiment while Nichols was the key 

engineer on the Montauk Project -- an 'updated' Philly Experiment. Bielek and Cameron also remember 

having taken part in the Montauk Project.  Bielek as a computer engineer/metaphysical 

advisor/physicist, and Cameron as a government-trained psychic who would project "thought forms" 

from the "Montauk Chair". 

 

Nichols relates that the "Montauk Chair" was a chair in which a psychic would sit.  This chair was 

surrounded by magnetic pickup coils which fed into modified radio receivers which could pick up a 

noise peak from 3 different directional axes (x,y, and z) and glean information from this tri-dimensional 

signal -- i.e., an electronic "aura" or electromagnetic body-field reader.  The signals that were extracted 

from this 3-D pickup arrangement were processed digitally and correlated with thoughts, moods, etc.  

Later, a digital signal was artificially generated which mimicked the original signals.  This signal drove 

the radar transmitter and radiated "thought forms" outward from the base.  With this technology, the 

experimenters were able to affect the moods and thoughts of anyone they selected as a "target". 

 

At some point they began to have the psychics in the "Montauk Chair" visualize very specific things-

-- such as a "vortex connecting 1980 to 1940" -- and the digitized/recorded/replayed version of that 

"thought form" supposedly led to actual time travel "portals" opening up through which one could be 

physically transported to another place-or-time. 

 

With further refinements and transmitter power increases -- the story goes -- they were ultimately 

able to "precipitate matter out of pure thought" by generating an electromagnetic "lattice" or pattern 

that formed the "ghost" of a material object.  Continued pumping of energy into this "space-form" would 

eventually cause it to "solidify" into a real object (sort of the opposite of the E=mc
2
 Einstein equation 

which led to the A-bomb where a piece of matter is converted very quickly to a lot of energy.  Here a lot 

of energy gradually became "solidified" as a piece of matter). 

 

At some point, our storytellers began getting conscience-qualms and decided to sabotage the 

operation.  The Project was finally crashed in 1983 when a psychic (Duncan Cameron) purposely 
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visualized a "monster" which then materialized via the Montauk radar transmitter.  This monster began 

wrecking the base.  They found they could not kill the power to the transmitter because the Montauk 

Project had accidentally "linked up in hyperspace" to the Philadelphia Experiment from 40 years earlier 

on July 12, 1983 ---> 1943, through an "Earth biorhythm cycle that peaks every 20 years on July 12th".  

Preston Nichols and others hacked the radar waveguides with axes and finally the power went down.  

The "monster" dematerialized, and the Project was closed down by the panicked scientists who "ran for 

the hills", abandoning the project for the last time. 

 

I first learned of this bizarre story via a videotape shot in 1988 or '89 called "The Truth About the 

Philadelphia Experiment" which was being circulated among "UFO" groups.  The tape featured 

Preston Nichols telling about the Phoenix/Montauk Projects; Alfred Bielek telling about the Philadelphia 

Experiment (he claims to have been there); and Duncan Cameron acknowledging that he too was 

involved in both projects.  (Bielek and especially Cameron are too young to have been sailors on the 

USS Eldridge in 1943, but they claim that "the government used advanced technology to physically 

regress them in age".) 

 

[As of this January 2000 writing, I believe Duncan Cameron has separated himself from the whole 

Montauk story.  Whether he now calls it a hoax or what the reason for his separation is, I don't know for 

sure.  If my information is incorrect about his disassociating himself from the story, please let me know 

and I will correct these remarks.  If he HAS separated himself, it would be interesting to find out 

whether he still supports the story or now declares it to be false!] 

 

Later (1992 or 1993), Preston Nichols teamed up with publisher Peter Moon (alias) of Sky Books 

and wrote "The Montauk Project-- Experiments in Time".  More books followed, with each telling a 

less "technical" and more conspiracy-oriented, metaphysical-occultic embellishment to the original 

story. 

 

Now, about 11 years after the original video was released, the Montauk "legend" has taken on a life 

of its own just as the Philadelphia Experiment story did (except that one got started way back in the 

1950's).  Visitors to the park at Montauk Point often sneak into the off-limits ex-radar base to look for 

clues as to whether Nichols' story can be verified or not.  The many concreted-in entrances to what 

appears to be an underground area plus the many WW2 bunkers and tunnels that can be found at the 

base only add to the mystery of the facility.  One wonders why the park has not bulldozed the place to 

dissuade trespassers once-and-for-all from putting holes in boarded-up doors and lurking around the 

base, looking for Preston Nichols' torch-marks on the walls of the transmitter rooms which would be 

interpreted as proof that they were indeed trying to hack apart a running megawatt radar transmitter so 

as to pull the power plug from a monster materialized from the "aether". 

 

 

http://www.tricountyi.net/~randerse/montauk1.htm 

 

My 1991 Visit to the Montauk Point abandoned base and with Preston Nichols 
 

12/24/99 by Rick Andersen 

 

In 1990, I ordered the video "The Truth Behind the Philadelphia Experiment" which was a famous 

"underground" tape featuring 3 men (Preston Nichols, Alfred Bielek, and Duncan Cameron) who 

claimed that they were a part of a latter-day revival of the Philadelphia Experiment of 1943.  This time 

the project was being run clandestinely by a group of renegade scientists out of Brookhaven National 

Labs (Long Island, NY) and was called the "Phoenix Project".  The men claimed that the project was 

headquartered in an abandoned radar base in what is now Montauk Point State Park at the southeast 
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tip of Long Island.  Popularly known as the "Montauk Project", the experiments that were said to have 

taken place during the 1970s and early '80s involved weather modification, pulsed microwave mind-

control, electronic telepathy, time-travel, and material creation/precipitation of matter from an 

extremely intense matrix of electromagnetic energy.  

 

Preston B. Nichols claims to have been one of the RF engineers who revamped the obsolete S.A.G.E. 

radar so that it could be used in these secret experiments.  The experiments progressed from crude 

correlations between pulse-types and mood alterations in human subjects to amplifying the thoughts and 

visualizations of psychics who sat in a special chair surrounded by magnetic pickup coils; to digitizing, 

translating; and then transmitting those "thought forms" out the high-powered radar antenna in an 

effort to affect material objects or the flow of time itself. 

 

The project was crashed, they say, in 1983 when they sabotaged it by having one of their psychics 

'create a thought-form' of a large "Bigfoot"-type monster that was materialized by the transmitter and 

which then proceeded to tear the place apart.  They claim that the power to the transmitter could not be 

shut down immediately because they had linked back to the 1943 Philadelphia Experiment accidentally 

through "hyperspace".  The frantic scientists were finally able to kill the beast by taking torches and 

hatchets to the waveguides leading out of the 5-foot amplitron radar final amplifier tubes. 

 

...!  Well !...  

 

Not the kind of story I'd normally believe, except that Preston Nichols implied that you can go out to 

the base and still see the marks left by that fiasco... so I did.  As an electronics technician, I had to know 

about this technology.  As a former Long Islander myself, I had to see what the story was.  My Dad had 

told me that during WWII, you couldn't go out to the Point (the end of L.I) because it was a restricted 

area patrolled by the military.  I can remember seeing guards there in the 1970's when I went to the 

beach and lighthouse on a couple of occasions.  Now the base was "wide open" in that it had been 

closed down and the land donated to the State Park.  But there are 'No Trespassing' signs up all around 

the area.  Lots of rickety old buildings and nobody wants a lawsuit. 

 

Anyway, Preston Nichols and publisher Peter Moon of Sky Books have now built a small literary 

empire out of the "legend" of the Montauk Project.  4-or-5 books have now come out in a series, with 

each book weirder than the previous.  Through Nichols we learn that Montauk -- rather than being just 

a small fishing/tourist area -- has more grandiose connections to ancient Egypt, to Mars, to aliens, to 

time vortexes (vortices?), and so on. 

 

Recently I came across a Montauk discussion site on the Web: http://www.montaukproject.com  

 

I thought they might want to hear about my experiences so I e-mailed the following text around 

Christmas, 1999: 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

12/23/99  

 

Hi.  Just discovered your Web page.  So Preston's allegations are alive and well and breeding lots of 

discussion, I see.  

 

I first learned of the "Montauk Project" through that famous videotape made around 1989.  As a 

former Long Islander, I had been to the Montauk lighthouse a few times as a kid, but never paid much 

attention to the base itself until I heard Nichols' story.  Now I had to see it, especially since I'd been 

http://www.montaukproject.com/
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intrigued by the legend of the "Philadelphia Experiment" for a while before hearing of Nichols.  My 

angle is that of an electronics tech.  I can sort of' see how this stuff could be do-able.  But the details are 

too scant to try building anything yet. 

 

A friend and I drove out from Pennsyslvania -- where I now live -- and brought a camcorder along.  

This was in the summer of 1991 when the radar building had not yet been boarded up. 

 

The place was very interesting to electronics techs like us.  But we saw NO evidence bearing out the 

wild stories that Nichols was telling, although we did notice some interesting things such as ceiling 

lights left on the 2
nd

 floor of the radar building, the elevator floor being concreted in -- chains and all -- 

so that the elevator could not go down below ground level anymore, etc.  But basically we just explored 

a thoroughly dilapidated and vandalized old base.  We have maybe a half-hour of video, but my friend is 

nervous about it being distributed and doesn't want his identity known.  We did find it amusing that in 

Preston's first book, he mentions that "video cameras were seen at the top of the radar building".  We're 

pretty sure that's US who have been enshrined in his book by exaggeration and sensationalism.  There 

were no other cameras there.  At least in 1991. 

 

By the way, your heckler named "CRASH" was right; the big radar antenna DOES turn a bit in the 

wind, despite its massive size (the drive motors were removed years ago; the casings lay on the ground 

below). The reverberating creaks and groans (due to the moving antenna) in the building are eerie. The 

guy who chose to bicker with "Crash" over whether the laws of physics would allow such a large 

antenna to be blown around, should burn his energy on more fruitful exchanges of info. No, we didn't 

see the antenna rotate "several radians" around a circle, but it does move. In fact, if you can get inside 

the chain-link fencing on the catwalk just under the antenna, you can enter an oval opening and climb up 

through a cylinder in the middle of the antenna, and come out on the roof that way. We were afraid of 

trying that, especially with the wind moving the antenna--- if that thing were to swing around and catch 

your leg as you were going through that hole, it would slice your leg off, I'm sure.  

 

One thing I noticed was that there were sections of radar waveguide missing between the big 

amplitron tubes and the openings for the waveguides in the ceiling.  The openings were carefully 

covered with plastic and taped up neatly.  Not what you'd expect to see if a "monster" had been 

ransacking the place and Preston was frantically "torching the waveguides" in an effort to kill the output 

of the transmitter!  In fact, about the only thing we saw that looked "smashed" -- rather than just decayed 

and vandalized -- was at the front of the building that resembles a church on the outside and has what 

appears to be a basketball court inside.  That building had some of the front ripped off near the roof.  

The exposed wood looked too new to have been broken apart in 1983 by a rampaging "monster". 

 

The other thing we wondered about was why several of the houses on the base had the word 

"PICKLED" stenciled on them.  Does anyone know what that means?  We too were wondering if there 

were any dangerous chemicals or even radioactive wastes stored on the base.  We did find out that you'd 

better check yourself carefully for the tiny deer ticks whose bites cause Lyme disease, if you've been 

wandering through the woods or tall grass in the area. 

 

On another visit I went to see Preston Nichols at his home in East Islip, L.I. We sat inside 

"Spacetime Labs", which turned out to be a rickety little garage in back of his modest house.  On top of 

the garage was his famous wood frame "Delta-T Antenna".  He had it hooked up to his shortwave radios 

rather than to any "time-warping" equipment.  I also saw his "Zero-Time Reference Generator".  It 

turned out to be an aircraft VOR tester made by Hewlett-Packard (or Sperry? can't remember accurately) 

-- not any kind of "exotic" technology.  Unless, that is, you don't know what a VOR is 
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Which brings me to one of your discussion page inquiries about a building in Commack, L.I. with a 

white cone on top.  It's most likely a VOR facility.  "VOR" stands for VHF Omni Range -- it's an aircraft 

navigation transmitter.  Those 'circles' you see on pilots' maps relate to this.  I bring this up because 

Preston claims that the VOR and the Philadelphia Experiment share a common technical ground. 

 

The VOR radio band is located just above the top end of the FM broadcast band -- about 110-120 

MHz. I f you tune in to a VOR station on an aircraft radio, you'll hear a low-frequency "fluttering" 

sound mixed with a high-pitched warble, occasionally punctuated by a Morse Code ID. 

 

The VOR "cone" contains a rotating antenna that throws a radio-frequency carrier signal around a 

circle at 30 times-per-second.  A second vertical antenna -- mentioned by one of your correspondents --

radiates a "reference" signal.  One of these antennas' carriers is frequency-modulated by an audio signal; 

the other is "AM'd" (the rotating signal, I think).  The pilot's VOR receiver picks up the composite 

signal, separates it into its rotating and reference parts, and compares them.  The phase difference 

between them depends on where your airplane is around that circle of RF transmitted by the conical 

antenna.  The phase difference is translated into a compass bearing, and the pilot knows if he is on 

course with reference to the local VOR station he is passing.  

 

In the popular accounts of the Philadelphia Experiment, we are told of a "rotating magnetic field" 

as the magical key to spacetime bending.  Al Bielek says that there also needs to be a "reference" signal 

which gives you your "bearing" -- as it were -- when you're being shifted in time or space.  Bielek and 

Nichols claim that Nikola Tesla invented an electromechanical 'gear box' that "locked into the inertial 

reference of the galaxy" -- the "Zero-Time Reference"-- without which you could be lost or re-

materialize inside the steel decks of the ship. 

 

You should know that the term "Zero-Time Reference" is real.  It refers to the master oscillator in a 

radar system which synchronizes all the separate pulse generators to one reference (like the "clock" 

oscillator does in a computer).  So Nichols takes a term from radar technology and inserts it into his 

story, along with concepts from aircraft navigation systems.  Do you see how he is applying VOR 

phase-reference technology to an explanation of the "Zero-Time Reference" in the PX/Montauk stories?  

For more info -- including claims that the Global Positioning (GPS) navigation system is an offshoot of 

these ideas -- see Bob Dratch's web page at http://members.aol.com/BDelphin/Bi5001.htm and 

http://members.aol.com/BDelphin/Bi05002.htm (Dratch claims he invented a GPS known as "Tri-

Nav", but that the idea was stolen from him and has now become our well-known GPS system.) 

 

So what else did I see at "Spacetime Labs"? 

 

A 5-foot tall Tesla coil was stowed away in a corner.  Shelves-and-shelves of old tube radio 

receivers that Preston collects.  All were crammed into a tiny garage that was partitioned into smaller 

rooms.  Mostly an electronic tinkerer's junkyard or dreamland, depending on your point-of-view. 

 

The "high point" of the visit was when he sat me in a chair in front of an audio system with a black 

box having unmarked switches on it.  In the corners behind me were amplified speakers.  Preston told 

me that the chair I was in was at the focal point of the system, which was a "mini-version of the 

Montauk Chair".  Would I like to experience it?  "Of course!" I said. 

 

He played a cassette of Swan Lake followed by the Moody Blues' "Nights in White Satin".  I was 

supposed to relax and "flow" with the music while he fiddled with a knob that seemed to be adding a 

small amount of "filtered noise" to the music.  I guessed that it was a "feedback" control, but he did not 

explain what it was when I asked.  Nothing much happened except for a slight pressure/headache in my 

http://members.aol.com/BDelphin/Bi5001.htm
http://members.aol.com/BDelphin/Bi05002.htm
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forehead after several minutes.  Preston said I was "resisting" the device's influence.  And then it was 

over. 

 

Gee, that's what they told me when I failed to speak in "tongues" at the charismatic church services I 

attended in my younger years, too!  And that I would never have an "experience" as long as I kept 

resisting the Holy Spirit.  And that I was too logical/analytical.  Imagine that!  My being "logical" 

thwarted the Omnipotent God of the Universe from being able to "touch" my soul.  Oh well, I guess the 

good Lord really messed up in giving humans the ability to think, reason, and ask honest questions, 

much less possess a degree of healthy skepticism.  

 

So what do I think about all of this 8 years later?  The same thing that I think about the "Philadelphia 

Experiment".  I don't see any evidence that what Preston said happened, happened.  However, as an 

electronics tech and alt-sci buff, I can certainly believe in the possibility that these wild technologies 

COULD be true.  So I keep an eye out for any techno-hints that might add some of the missing pieces to 

the puzzle.  I asked Preston to publish some specific technical details that an engineer could evaluate.  

His response was that the public would not understand all the techno-talk -- better to concentrate on the 

"sizzle" (my paraphrase).  I also requested the same technical proof from Al Bielek in 1992.  He said a 

book was forthcoming with all the details.  But no such book has ever appeared as far as I know.  (Does 

"sensational book sales" seem to be the motivating factor here?  Or pursuit of the Truth which can 

ONLY come from getting some real details of the technology allegedly used?)  

 

So neither Preston nor Al would tell me anything of any substance, although Preston was very 

cordial to me when I visited his "lab".  And I suspect it's because they don't know any real technical 

details because they're making this up or are deluding themselves.  As I've said before, it should be no 

problem for them to give us some specific details that another RF engineer could understand.  But 

instead they choose to write metaphysical "X-Files"-type books that appeal to the New Age crowd.  

(Sorry if I've offended anyone, but that's how I see it.) 

 

If you demand the "Truth" or proof of what he is saying, Preston answers that he doesn't NEED to 

prove anything.  And besides, if it doesn't agree with YOUR reality, then so be it -- a common cop-out 

among the metaphysical crowd.  "What's true for you may not be true for me", etc.  Truth is "relative".  

"There are no absolutes, anyhow".  To that remark I often like to reply, "Are you ABSOLUTELY sure 

of that?" 

 

Here's a thought:  How about if I were to pour a cup of boiling water over his head.  Would he just 

deny the reality of the pain that I'm pretty sure he would feel?  Isn't it obvious that we MUST share a 

common "reality", or else all communication breaks down?  Why didn't the victims of every awful 

airliner crash just "will" themselves out of "that" reality before the plane hit the ground? 

 

So nobody wants to level with us.  They ask us to believe their fantastic conspiracy stories.  But 

when our questions get too specific, they hide behind neo-occult psycho-babble.  On the other hand, I've 

gotten unsolicited correspondence from an RF engineer who studied the little that Bielek did tell us -- 

technically-speaking -- and explained in detail why his description of the equipment used on the USS 

Eldridge is a lot of hooey.  I plan to post that at my Web page soon. 

 

(See the 'Philadelphia Experiment' area at my page 

http://www.tricountyi.net/~randerse/pxmenu.htm 
for other articles I've written about the Philly Experiment.) 

 

Thanks for letting me babble a bit.  I hope my experiences shed some light on things, even if only a 

little. 

http://www.tricountyi.net/~randerse/pxmenu.htm
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--Rick  
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